
Articles collected in this Volume are dedicated to Professor József Hámori, ordinary
member of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences, on the occasion of his 70th birth-
day. Working in neuroscience since 1955, he has won a prestigious position as a suc-
cessful scientist among colleagues, and as an appreciated Professor of Zoology
among students at the University of Pécs. He represents the infrequent type of schol-
ars who can successfully combine engrossed research with demanding scientific pop-
ularization.

Born on the 20th March 1932, and after his years in school, he graduated as a
research biologist from the Eötvös Loránd University, and became a junior research
fellow at the Department of Anatomy, Medical School of Pécs. The Department was
headed that time by the outstanding functional neuroanatomist, János Szentágothai.
In the exciting scientific atmosphere and inspiring research activities generated by
the excellent leader of the Institute, József Hámori has become a well-trained, prob-
lem sensitive, creative neuromorphologist. Having followed his former boss to
Budapest, Department of Anatomy, Semmelweis Medical School, they continued
their unusually productive joint works. During the years, Professor Hámori has
founded a research group of his own supported by the Academy of Sciences, and
helped the burgeoning scientific career of many young candidates.

The middle of the 20th century was the beginning of the great technical and theo-
retical development in biology, including neuroscience. Professor Hámori has devot-
ed himself to the new, very profitable techniques, including electronmicroscopy, his-
tochemistry, radioautography and immunocytochemistry. He has focused his interest
on the functional structure of the cerebellum and the subcortical visual centers. The
fascinating results he has obtained in the fields of synaptology, neuroimmuno-histo-
chemistry and in the structural demonstration of neural plasticity became known all
over in the scientific community. With his knowledge and experience, he has fruit-
fully contributed to the effort of modeling image generation in the visual system.
These achievements brought him the membership of the Hungarian Academy of
Sciences in 1992, and the Széchenyi Prize in 1994, the highest scientific award in
Hungary.
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Professor Hámori took his share also in scientific and educational administration,
served several terms as secretary and chairman in the Committee of Neurobiology at
the Academy of Sciences, and many years in the Life Sciences Commission of the
Hungarian Scientific Research Fund. He represented the Hungarian neurobiologists
as a member of the Governing Council of the International Brain Research Organiza-
tion, and as an Executive Council member in the European Science Foundation. He
still helps the work of the Editorial Board of Acta Biologica Hungarica.

With this Volume, colleagues, friends and former students, as well as members of
the Editorial Board of this Journal congratulate Professor Hámori at his jubilee, wish-
ing him many creative years and further successes in neuroscience.

JÁNOS SALÁNKI

Editor-in-Chief
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