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Abstract. We investigate the macroscopic dynamics of gels with tetrahedral/octupolar symmetry, which
possess in addition a spontaneous permanent magnetization. We derive the corresponding static and dy-
namic macroscopic equations for a phase, where the magnetization is parallel to one of the improper
fourfold tetrahedral symmetry axes. Apart from elastic strains, we take into account relative rotations
between the magnetization and the elastic network. The influence of tetrahedral order on these degrees of
freedom is investigated and some experiments are proposed that are specific for such a material and allow
to indirectly detect tetrahedral order. We also consider the case of a transient network and predict that
stationary elastic shear stresses arise when a temperature gradient is applied.

1 Introduction

Ferrofluids are a well-established subfield of complex flu-
ids [1,2] showing a strong response to small external mag-
netic fields since they contain magnetic monodomain par-
ticles in a solvent. They have numerous applications in-
cluding seals, dampers, loud speakers etc. They are strictly
speaking super-paramagnetic and have no spontaneous
magnetization in contrast to, for example, ferromagnetic
solids. Their description on many length and time scales
is well established [3–8]. Truly ferromagnetic fluids have
not yet been reported for room temperature and ambient
conditions.

More recently isotropic magnetic gels have been in-
vestigated for a number of polymeric systems containing
magnetic particles and combining the properties of a fer-
rofluid with those of a polymeric gel [9–13]. Also their
macroscopic and mesoscopic properties have been ana-
lyzed in some detail [14–16]. Synthesizing ferrogels in the
presence of an external magnetic field has led to uniax-
ial magnetic gels [10, 17] with a finite magnetization M0

in the absence of a magnetic field, which is implemented
during the cross-linking process. This property is of high
physical significance, since such systems show a linear re-
sponse in a magnetic field [17], in addition to the usual
quadratic field response. For both, isotropic ferrogels [14]
and uniaxial [18] ferromagnetic gels, dynamic macroscopic
descriptions are available.

We derive the hydrodynamics of tetrahedral ferromag-
netic gels. They can be viewed as (uniaxial) magnetic gels
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with an additional tetrahedral order. Uniaxial magnetic
gels have been described theoretically in ref. [18] and are
investigated experimentally in ref. [17]. Here we are in-
terested in finding new effects that would hallmark the
presence of an additional tetrahedral order. We consider
predominantly the case of permanent gels, where elastic
strains do not relax. As before, we will assume that the
magnetic preferred direction is along one of the 4̄ axes of
the tetrahedral order and that this coupling is rigid.

Here we investigate macroscopically the influence of
octupolar/tetrahedral order on the physical properties of
ferromagnetic gels. This issue is important, because the
presence of octupolar order is associated with sponta-
neously broken inversion (parity) symmetry and can thus
lead to static and dynamic cross-coupling effects absent
otherwise. For gelled magnetic systems we are not aware
of any previous study in this direction.

The major part of the investigations on the influence
of octupolar order for fluid and gel-like systems has been
in the field of liquid crystals [19–33] starting with the
pioneering papers of Fel [19, 20]. From an experimental
point of view the systems of interest have been liquid-
crystalline phases derived from bent-core or ferrocene-type
molecules [34–48]. For a recent review of the field of tetra-
hedral order in liquid crystals we refer to ref. [49]. Quite
recently, the hydrodynamics of tetrahedral ferromagnetic
nematic fluids has been discussed [50]. Only rather re-
cently the presence of octupolar order has been suggested
as an explanation [51] for the observation of macroscopic
chiral domains of either hand in some optically isotropic
phases [52–54]. In ref. [51] it has been shown in the
framework of macroscopic dynamics that the simultane-
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ous presence of octupolar order and a transient network is
sufficient to produce ambidextrous helicity and thus to the
possibility to obtain macroscopic chiral domains of either
hand in compounds composed of non-chiral molecules.

The present paper is organized as follows. In sect. 2
we discuss the macroscopic dynamic description of ferro-
magnetic gel phases with octupolar order. This is followed
in sect. 3 by suggestions of possible static and dynamic
experiments that are specific for such phases including
elasticity, tetrahedral and magnetic order. In sect. 4 we
consider the case of a transient network and propose an
experiment to study its influence. A summary and per-
spective, sect. 5, concludes the main text. In appendix A
we list the full expressions for the thermodynamic con-
jugate forces and in appendix B we present the explicit
expressions for the dissipative parts of the currents.

2 Ferromagnetic gel phases with tetrahedral
order

2.1 Macroscopic variables

To derive the macroscopic equations of a particular macro-
scopic system one must first identify the relevant macro-
scopic variables. In addition to the conserved variables
characteristic of an isotropic fluid, the mass density ρ, the
energy density ε, the density of linear momentum g, and
the concentration c, related to an additional mass con-
servation law in binary mixtures, tetrahedral phases are
described by a fully symmetric third rank tensor Tijk =
T0

∑4
β=1 nβ

i nβ
j nβ

k [19], where the vectors nβ (β = 1, 2, 3, 4)
span a tetrahedron and the order parameter T0 (or rather
T̃0 ≡ 4T0/3

√
3) describes the strength of the tetrahe-

dral order, which we take as constant. Tetrahedral or-
der breaks spatial inversion symmetry, but does not imply
polar order, nor chirality. It fully breaks (spontaneously)
rotational symmetry of isotropic space and its three in-
dependent rotations are the symmetry or Goldstone vari-
ables [49].

In ferromagnetic systems the spontaneous magnetiza-
tion, M, describes the strength of magnetic order by the
order parameter M ≡ |M|, and its orientation by the unit
vector m = M/M . The former is neither connected to a
Goldstone mode, nor to a conservation law, and therefore
does not give rise to a genuine hydrodynamic variable.
Nevertheless, its relaxation time can be large enough to
be relevant in the hydrodynamic regime, and we will keep
δM ≡ M − M0, with M0 the equilibrium magnetization,
as a macroscopic variable.

The orientation of the magnetization breaks rotational
symmetry of isotropic space partially twice, but is ar-
bitrary in the absence of any orienting external field or
boundary, constituting two Goldstone or symmetry vari-
ables δm with m · δm = 0. In this respect they are
equivalent to director rotations in uniaxial nematic liq-
uid crystals. However, in the present system, where rota-
tional symmetry is already broken by the tetrahedral or-
der, magnetic orientation does not give rise to additional

independent Goldstone modes, and only the (three) com-
bined (rigid) rotations of tetrahedral and magnetic orien-
tations give rise to hydrodynamic degrees of freedom. Ob-
viously, there must be an energetic penalty for rotations of
the magnetization relative to the tetrahedral orientation.

Indeed, a simple Landau free energy argument shows
that there are two energetic minima (stable thermody-
namic phases), either with the magnetization pointing
along one of the tetrahedral vectors, or along one of the
improper 4̄ axes of the tetrahedron. The former is a phase
of C3v symmetry, which we will not consider here. The
latter is a D2d symmetric phase, similar to the tetrahe-
dral nematic liquid crystal phase D2d [49]. Nevertheless,
the hydrodynamics of the ferromagnetic tetrahedral gel
phase (called Dmg

2d in the following) is quite different from
that of a D2d phase, since the magnetization is a variable
that changes sign under time reversal (in contrast to the
nematic director) and since the D2d phase is fluid. The
static and the dynamic behavior of the Dmg

2d phase is also
quite different from that of a tetrahedral ferromagnetic
nematic phase [50], where the magnetization and the di-
rector field point both along one of the improper 4̄ axes.
This phase includes as an example a dynamic interaction
of the magnetization and the director field, which is differ-
ent from the interplay of the magnetization and the strain
field (defined at the end of this subsection). Furthermore,
in a Dmg

2d phase one can induce an inhomogeneous rotation
of the magnetization by application of an external strain,
which, of course, has no effect in a tetrahedral ferromag-
netic nematic phase, since the latter is fluid.

As hydrodynamic variables one can use the (three)
combined rigid rotations of the tetrahedral structure to-
gether with the magnetization. An alternative possibility,
more appropriate to the magnetic nature of the phase (and
the application of external magnetic fields) is the use of the
two magnetization rotations δm (implying an appropriate
co-rotation of the tetrahedral structure to preserve rigidly
the combined structure) and a rotation of the tetrahedral
structure about the magnetization, δΩ. The latter is not
just a scalar variable, but has rather unusual rotational
properties [32,49].

We describe the elastic properties of a gel by the lin-
earized version of the strain field εij = 1

2 (∇iuj + ∇jui)
with ui the displacement field of the network. Note that
εij is invariant under time reversal and spatial inver-
sion. For a hydrodynamic implementation of nonlinear
elasticity, see refs. [55, 56]. We also consider as macro-
scopic variables the relative rotations between the pre-
ferred direction mi and the polymer network, defined lin-
early as Õi = δmi− 1

2mj(∇iuj −∇jui). The relative rota-
tions are transverse to the magnetization by construction
(miÕi = 0), invariant under spatial inversion, but change
sign under time reversal. For a nonlinear description of
relative rotations we refer the reader to ref. [57]. From
uniaxial nematic gels (with the director as preferred di-
rection) it is well known that those relative rotations play
a crucial role in the static and dynamic behavior of ne-
matic gels [58, 59], and we expect similar importance for
the magnetic case.
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2.2 Thermodynamics and statics

In this section we deal with static deviations from the equi-
librium state. Changes of the variables introduced above
are related to changes of the total energy density f by the
Gibbs relation, which is the local formulation of the first
law of thermodynamics

df = T dσ + μdρ + vidgi + μcdc + hMdM

+hm′

i dmi + Ψm
ij d∇jmi + hΩ′

dΩ + ΨΩ
i d∇iΩ

+Ψijdεij + WidÕi, (1)

where we have explicitly considered gradients of the rota-
tional degrees of freedom, since they are symmetry vari-
ables and, in the absence of any orienting fields or bound-
aries, changes of their orientations must not change the
energy (hm′

i = 0 = hΩ′
). In the statics only the combina-

tions

hM
i = hM ′

i −∇jΨ
M
ij and hΩ = hΩ′ −∇iΨ

Ω
i (2)

do occur.
The thermodynamic conjugates are the prefactors of

the differentials in eq. (1), i.e. temperature T , chemical
potential μ, velocity vi, osmotic pressure (divided by the
pressure) μc, so-called molecular fields of the magnetic
order hM , of the magnetization rotations hm

i , of rotations
about the magnetization hΩ and the elastic stress, Ψij and
the molecular field corresponding to the relative rotations,
Wi. They (or their gradients) act as thermodynamic forces
in the dynamics (depending whether they are zero or finite
in equilibrium).

The energy has to be rotationally invariant. This re-
quires for eq. (1) the condition

0 = εijk

(
hm′

i mj + Ψm
li ∇jml + Ψm

il ∇lmj + ΨΩ
i ∇jΩ

+Ψilεjl + Ψliεlj + WiÕj

)
− hΩmk, (3)

which will later be used to symmetrize the stress tensor.
The last term in this condition is due the fact that Ω is not
a scalar, but a component of a vector that is not invariant
under rotation. To find its rotational behaviour one can
use the fact that δTqkl transforms under rotations like an
ordinary vector in each of its indices [32].

Since the energy of the total volume, F =
∫

f dV , has
to be a first order Eulerian form of the extensive vari-
ables, the thermodynamic pressure, p ≡ −∂F/∂V , can be
written as a bilinear expression of the extensive variables
and their thermodynamic conjugates with the final result
(Gibbs-Duhem equation)

dp = σ dT + ρdμ + gidvi + cdμc + M dhM

−hm′

i dmi − Ψm
ij d∇jmi − hΩ′

dΩ − ΨΩ
i d∇iΩ

−εijdΨij − ÕidWi. (4)

The thermodynamic conjugates are defined as partial
derivatives of the total energy density with respect to the

appropriate variable. Thus they follow from a total energy
functional that can be written as

f = f0 + frotel + fM + flin + fel + frr, (5)

where f0 is the total energy of an isotropic liquid, frotel

contains the rotational-elastic energy, fM is the magnetic
energy including external magnetic fields, and fel contains
the elastic energy and all cross-couplings of the strain ten-
sor with the other variables (except relative rotations) and
finally, frr, shows all contributions of the relative rota-
tions.

When constructing the explicit forms of the various
energy contributions one can make use of the Levi-Civita
tensor εijk, the tetrahedral structure Tijk and the mag-
netic direction mi, where the latter two are not really in-
dependent. One has to note that Tijk is odd under spatial
inversion and mi is odd under time reversal. In particular
we find [60]

f0 =
T

2CV
(δσ)2 +

1
2ρ2κs

(δρ)2 +
γ

2
(δc)2 +

1
ραs

(δσ)(δρ)

+βσ(δc)(δσ) + βρ(δc)(δρ) +
g2

i

2ρ
(6)

containing the standard thermodynamic susceptibilities,
like specific heat, compressibility, thermal expansion etc.

Rotations of the magnetization must not increase the
total energy of the system, since mi is a symmetry vari-
able. Therefore, only inhomogeneous rotations enter frotel

frotel =
1
2
Kijkl(∇jmi)(∇lmk) +

1
2
KΩ

ij (∇iΩ)(∇jΩ)

+CmΩ
ijk (∇iΩ)(∇kmj) + Πc

ijk(∇ic)(∇kmj)

+Πσ
ijk(∇iσ)(∇kmj) + Πρ

ijk(∇iρ)(∇kmj)

+(∇iΩ)
(
CcΩ

ij ∇jc + CσΩ
ij ∇jσ + CρΩ

ij ∇jρ
)

(7)

with the rotational stiffness (or rotational elastic) tensors

Kijkl = K1δ
⊥
ijδ

⊥
kl + K2mpmqεijpεklq

+K3mjmlδ
⊥
ik + K4mpmqTikpTjlq, (8)

KΩ
ij = KΩ

⊥ δ⊥ij + KΩ
‖ mimj , (9)

CmΩ
ijk = C⊥(εjkpmi + εjipmk)mp, (10)

Πλ
ijk = Πλ(miδ

⊥
jk + mkδ⊥ij), (11)

CλΩ
ij = Cλ

⊥mkTkps(εirsTjpr + εjrsTipr), (12)

where λ ∈ {σ, ρ, c}. The structure of fel is isomorphic to
the gradient energy in the D2d phase and contains 4 co-
efficients related to bending distortions of the magnetiza-
tion, 2 related to inhomogeneous rotations about the mag-
netization and 1 mixed one. In addition there are cross-
couplings of those inhomogeneous rotations with gradients
of the scalar conserved variables. We note that the contri-
bution ∼ C⊥ is associated with ∇×m; while this quantity
typically vanishes statically, this need not be the case dy-
namically1.

1 The appropriate term ∼ K7 in refs. [49] and [32] should
have the form of eq. (11)
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The magnetic part of the free energy in eq. (5) reads

fM = −MiHi +
1
2
αM2 +

1
4
βM4 + fgM , (13)

where fgM contains gradients of the magnetic order pa-
rameter M , which are often neglected, but come here in
parallel to gradients of the magnetic direction mj . The
homogeneous part of fM is derived in sect. 2.4 taking
into account the static magnetic Maxwell equations. fM is
the Legendre transformed magnetic energy containing the
magnetic field H. The ferromagnetic coupling in fM leads
to the parallel equilibrium orientation of the magnetiza-
tion along an external magnetic field. As a result a homo-
geneous external field is compatible with a homogeneous
combined magnetization/tetrahedral structure in the Dm

2d
phase. However, the degeneracy of the (combined) orien-
tation of the magnetization and the tetrahedral structure
is partially lifted and only the orientation of the struc-
ture perpendicular to the field (and m) is still arbitrary.
A discussion on how the degeneracy can completely be
eliminated by additional (e.g., electric fields) is discussed
below.

For the magnetic gradient energy we find

fgM =
1
2
KM

ij (∇iM)(∇jM) + CMΩ
ij (∇iM)(∇jΩ)

+KMm
ijk (∇iM)(∇jmk)

+(∇iM)
(
ΠcM

ij ∇jc + ΠσM
ij ∇jσ + ΠρM

ij ∇jρ
)

(14)

with

KM
ij = KM

⊥ δ⊥ij + KM
‖ mimj , (15)

CMΩ
ij = C‖mkTkps(εirsTjpr + εjrsTipr), (16)

KMm
ijk = KMm(mjδ

⊥
ik + miδ

⊥
jk), (17)

ΠλM
ij = ΠλM

⊥ δ⊥ij + ΠλM
‖ mimj , (18)

where λ ∈ {σ, ρ, c}. There are two stiffness coefficients
(KM

⊥ ,KM
‖ ) related to distortions of M . Cross-couplings

between distortions of M and inhomogeneous rotations
of, and about the magnetization, are described by one co-
efficient each (KMm and C‖, respectively), while there are
in total six coefficients (ΠλM

⊥,‖ ) connected to the coupling
of gradients of M with gradients of the scalar conserved
variables.

The next energy contribution we are discussing here is
the linear gradient energy

flin = ξTijkmi(∇jmk). (19)

This expression is identical to the linear gradient term in
the D2d phase [32], when mi is replaced by the director ni.
This linear gradient term is allowed due to the presence of
tetrahedral order, which breaks parity. As a consequence,
the ground state might not be homogeneous, resembling
the case of added chirality to nematic liquid crystals. How-
ever, here is no chirality involved and helices of both ro-
tation sense are equally well possible (ambidextrous chi-
rality) [49]. This is further investigated in appendix A.

The elastic part of the energy reads

fel =
1
2
cijklεijεkl − γijεijM0δM

+
(
χσ

ijδσ + χρ
ijδρ + χc

ijδc
)

εij

+
(
τσ
ijk∇kσ + τ c

ijk∇kc + τρ
ijk∇kρ + τM

ijk∇kM
)

εij

+χΩ
ijk εij∇kΩ + χm

ijkl εij∇lmk. (20)

The first two lines of fel are known from uniaxial mag-
netic gels [18]. The elastic tensor cijkl is of the form of
the viscosity tensor, eq. (46), and has six elastic moduli,
c1,...,6, one more than in uniaxial magnetic gels due to the
tetrahedral order. The rank-2 tensors are of the standard
uniaxial form, eq. (15), and describe magnetostriction as
well as elastic deformations due to changes in temperature,
density or concentration. The third line describes static
couplings between gradients of temperature, density, con-
centration or magnitude of the magnetization with elastic
deformations with the tensors

τλ
ijk =

(
τλ
⊥δ⊥kl + τλ

‖ mkml

)
Tijl (21)

containing two coefficients for each λ ∈ {σ, ρ, c,M}. In
ref. [51] such a coupling is also present, but shows only one
coefficient for each λ due to the optically isotropic nature
of the Td phase. The fourth line contains couplings genuine
for the Dmg

2d phase between elastic deformations and in-
homogeneous rotations of the tetrahedral/magnetization
structure with the material tensors

χΩ
ijk = χΩ

1 (εiprTjkp + εjprTikp) mr + χΩ
2 εkprTijpmr,

(22)

χm
ijkl = δ⊥kp (χm

1 [Tiplmj + Tjplmi] + χm
2 Tijpml) . (23)

Finally, the energy containing relative rotations

frr =
1
2
D1ÕiÕi + D2(mjδ

⊥
ik + mkδ⊥ij)Õiεjk

+
(
ψc

ij∇ic + ψρ
ij∇iρ + ψσ

ij∇iσ + ψM
ij ∇iM

)
Õj (24)

contains the stiffness of relative rotations, D1, and the
standard uniaxial coupling between elasticity and relative
rotations, D2, well known from nematic and magnetic gels.
The second line describes the genuine couplings of gradi-
ents of temperature, density, concentration, and magni-
tude of the magnetization with relative rotations in the
Dmg

2d phase by
ψλ

ij = ψλmkTijk. (25)

The expressions for the thermodynamic conjugates
that follow from the energy contributions introduced
above are listed in appendix A.

2.3 Dynamic equations

The hydrodynamic variables can be put into two different
classes. There are conserved variables, like the mass den-
sity, energy density and momentum density g, which are
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governed by conservation laws. The second class of vari-
ables corresponds to the variables associated with spon-
taneously broken continuous symmetries. Their dynamics
is governed by balance laws. In our case we have from
this class the magnetization and the rotation around the
magnetization Ω. There are some variables, that relax on
a finite but very long time scale and it is therefore sen-
sible to include them into the macroscopic description,
ref. [60]. In our case we will consider the relative rota-
tions Õi, which are important, if the magnetization and
the strain are weakly coupled.

The dynamic equations read

∂

∂t
f + ∇i([f + p]vi + jf

i ) = 0, (26)

∂

∂t
ρ + ∇igi = 0, (27)

∂

∂t
gi + ∇j(givj + pδij + σth

ij + σij) = 0, (28)

∂

∂t
σ + ∇i(σvi + jσ

i ) =
2R

T
, (29)

ρ

(
∂

∂t
+ vj∇j

)

c + ∇ij
c
i = 0, (30)

(
∂

∂t
+ vj∇j

)

M + XM = 0, (31)
(

∂

∂t
+ vj∇j

)

mi − εijkωjmk + Xm
i = 0, (32)

(
∂

∂t
+ vj∇j

)

Ω − miωi + Z = 0, (33)
(

∂

∂t
+ vk∇k

)

εij + Y th
ij + Yij = 0, (34)

(
∂

∂t
+ vj∇j

)

Õi + εijkÕjωk + Y O
i = 0 (35)

with the vorticity ωi = (1/2)εijk∇jvk. The vorticity con-
tributions are due to the fact that mi and Õi transform
under spatial rotations as vectors, and Ω as a special com-
ponent of a vector [49]. These terms ensures that only
those rotations enter hydrodynamics that go beyond the
global rotation (e.g., of the coordinate system). In eq. (33)
the miωi term shows again that Ω is not a scalar quantity.

In eq. (34) we have introduced the non-
phenomenological current of the strain as

Y th
ij = −Aij + εkj∇ivk + εki∇jvk (36)

containing Aij = (1/2)(∇ivj + ∇jvi) due to the transla-
tional nature of the displacement field, as well as the co-
rotational part of the time derivative of the strain tensor.

In eq. (28) we have explicitly written down the non-
phenomenological part of the stress tensor ∇ip, the pres-
sure gradient given by eq. (4), and σth

ij given by

2σth
ij = Ψm

kj∇imk + Ψm
ki∇jmk + ΨΩ

j ∇iΩ + ΨΩ
i ∇jΩ

+∇k(mjΨ
m
ik − miΨ

m
jk) − 2Ψij + Ψikεkj + Ψjkεki,

(37)

which has been brought, using eq. (3), into the form [61]
that guarantees angular momentum conservation [62].
The three last terms describe linear and nonlinear elas-
tic stresses.

The source term in the dynamic evolution equation
for the entropy density, eq. (29), is proportional to the
dissipation function R representing (half of) the rate at
which the heat is transferred to the microscopic degrees
of freedom. The second law of thermodynamics requires
R > 0 for dissipative processes, while R = 0 holds for
the reversible parts of the currents, in which case eq. (29)
is a conservation law. Splitting the phenomenological cur-
rents (jf

i , σij , j
σ
i , jc

i ,X
M ,Xm

i , Z, Yij , Y
O
i ) into the dissipa-

tive part (superscript D) and the reversible one (super-
script R) the Gibbs relation eq. (1) then leads to the con-
dition

2R = −∇ij
fD
i − jσD

i ∇iT − jcD
i ∇iμc − σD

ij Aij + XmD
i hm

i

+XMDhM + ZDhΩ + Y D
ij Ψij + Y OD

i Wi > 0 (38)

for dissipative processes, where only the symmetrized ve-
locity gradient Aij enters, in order to prevent solid body
rotations to produce entropy.

For reversible currents, the condition

0 = −∇ij
fR
i − jσR

i ∇iT − jcR
i ∇iμc − σR

ijAij + XMRhM

+XmR
i hm

i + ZRhΩ + Y R
ij Ψij + Y OR

i Wi (39)

applies. Possible pure divergence contributions (surface
terms) are put into jf

i , but are not needed in the following.
The various transport contributions in the time deriva-
tives of eqs. (26)–(35) are all reversible. Their zero entropy
production is ensured by the non-phenomenological parts
of the stress tensor σth

ij and by the pressure p. Similarly,
Y th

ij compensates the linear and nonlinear elastic stresses
in σth

ij to give R = 0.
A current is reversible, if it transforms under time re-

versal in the same way as the time derivative of the appro-
priate variable, while the dissipative part of a current has
the opposite time reversal behavior. In the following we
will discuss the dissipative and reversible dynamics sepa-
rately.

To derive the dissipative parts of the phenomenological
currents one first writes the dissipation function as a pos-
itive quadratic form in the thermodynamic forces taking
into account that R has to be a time reversal symmetric,
scalar quantity. By taking the variational derivative of this
function with respect to the chosen thermodynamic force
one gets the corresponding dissipative current. The dissi-
pation function reads

R =
1
2
κij(∇iT )(∇jT ) +

1
2
Dij(∇iμc)(∇jμc)

+DT
ij(∇iT )(∇jμc) + Γ

(2)
ijkAij∇kT + Γ

(3)
ijkAij∇kμc

+
1
2
νD

ijklAijAkl + cD
ijkAijh

m
k + cM

ij Aijh
M

+τijAijh
Ω + Tijkmj

(
ψTD∇kT + ψcD∇kμ

)
hm

i
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+
1
2
bD
ijh

m
i hm

j +
1
2
bMhMhM +

1
2
bΩhΩhΩ

+
1
2
DΨ

ij(∇kΨik)(∇lΨjl) +
1
2
τW WiWi

+
(
ξT
ij∇iT + ξc

ij∇iμc + ξM
ij ∇ih

M
)
(∇kΨjk)

+ ξA
ijkAijWk + Tijkmk(pW Wi + pmhm

i )∇lΨjl

+ Tijkmk

(
pT∇jT + pc∇jμc + pM∇jh

M
)
Wi

+ fD
ijkAij∇lΨkl + ξWmδ⊥ijWih

m
j . (40)

Note that we have used the divergence of the elastic
stress, ∇jΨij , as the thermodynamic force, rather than
the elastic stress tensor itself, Ψij . Using the latter there
are additional contributions to the dissipation function,
which will be discussed in detail in sect. 4 on transient
networks. Since we assume in this section that the network
of the gel is permanent, elastic strains can only diffuse, but
not relax. Therefore we discard the part of the dissipation
function associated with transient networks, eq. (87), and
write in the following the elastic currents in the form

Y D,R
ij = −1

2

(
∇jF

D,R
i + ∇iF

D,R
j

)
, (41)

which reflects the definition of the linear strain tensor. in
terms of the displacement vector. The dissipative expres-
sion FD

i follows from eq. (40) by FD
i = ∂R/(∂∇kΨik).

The dissipative currents for permanent networks will
be given explicitly in appendix B.

The dissipative material tensors κij , Dij , DT
ij , τij , DΨ

ij ,
ξT
ij , ξc

ij and ξM
ij are of the standard uniaxial form

ζD
ij = ζD

1 δ⊥ij + ζD
2 mimj (42)

with a perpendicular and a parallel component, while the
others read

Γ
(2)
ijk = ΓD

21εkprTijpmr

+ΓD
22(εiprTkjpmr + εjprTkipmr), (43)

Γ
(3)
ijk = ΓD

31εkprTijpmr

+ΓD
32(εiprTkjpmr + εjprTkipmr), (44)

fD
ijk = fD

1 εkprTijpmr

+fD
2 (εiprTkjpmr + εjprTkipmr), (45)

νD
ijkl = ν1δ

⊥
ijδ

⊥
kl + ν2(δ⊥jlδ

⊥
ik + δ⊥il δ

⊥
jk)

+ν3mimjmkml + ν4(δ⊥ijmkml + δ⊥klmimj)

+ν5(δ⊥ikmjml + δ⊥jkmiml + δ⊥il mjmk + δ⊥jlmimk)

+ν6mpmqTijpTklq, (46)

cD
ijk = cD

1 (εikpmj + εjkpmi)mp, (47)

ξA
ijk = ξA(εikpmj + εjkpmi)mp, (48)

cM
ij = cD

2 (εirsTjpr + εjrsTipr)mkTkps. (49)

The reversible parts of the currents do not follow from
any potential, but can be derived by requiring that the

entropy production R in eq. (38) is zero. Replacing there
Y R

ij Ψij by FR
i ∇kΨik one gets

jσR
i = −κR

ij∇jT − DTR
ij ∇jμc + ψT

ijh
m
j + ΓT

kjiAjk

−dT
ijWj − fT εijkmj∇lΨkl, (50)

jcR
i = −DR

ij∇jμc + DTR
ij ∇jT + ψc

ijh
m
j + Γ c

kjiAjk

−dc
ijWj − fcεijkmj∇lΨkl, (51)

σR
ij = −νR

ijklAkl − cR
kijh

m
k − cR

ijh
M − τR

ij hΩ

+dA(miδ
⊥
kj + mjδ

⊥
ki)Wk + fA

kji∇lΨkl

−ΓT
ijk∇kT − Γ c

ijk∇kμc, (52)

XmR
i = bR

ijh
m
j − cR

ijkAjk + ψT
ji∇jT + ψc

ji∇jμc

+dmεijkmjWk, (53)

XMR = −cR
ijAij , (54)

ZR = −τR
ij Aij + fΩ

ij ∇j∇kΨik, (55)

FR
i = dΨ

kiWk + fT εijkmj∇kT + fcεijkmj∇kμc

+fΨ εijkmj∇lΨkl + fΩ
ij ∇jh

Ω + fA
ijkAjk, (56)

Y OR
i = dT

ij∇jT + dc
ij∇jμc + dΨ

ij∇kΨjk + dW εijkmjWk

+dmεijkmjh
m
k + dA(mkδ⊥il + mlδ

⊥
ik)Akl, (57)

where the tensors fΩ
ij and cR

ij are of the standard uniaxial
form, eq. (15) with two coefficients fΩ

⊥,‖ and cR
⊥,‖, respec-

tively. The antisymmetric tensors κR
ij , DTR

ij , DR
ij , and bR

ij
have only one coefficients and are of the form

κR
ij = κRεijkmk, (58)

while for the other tensors we find

ψc,T
ij = ψc,T εiprTjpkmkmr, (59)

dT,c,Ψ
ij = dT,c,Ψ εiprTjpkmkmr, (60)

νR
ijkl = νR

1

(
εikpδ

⊥
jl + εjkpδ

⊥
il + εilpδ

⊥
jk + εjlpδ

⊥
ik

)
mp

+νR
2 (εikpmjml + εjlpmimk + εilpmjmk

+εjkpmiml)mp + νR
3 TijpTklr, εprsms, (61)

cR
ijk = cR

1

(
mjδ

⊥
ik + mkδ⊥ij

)
, (62)

τR
ij = τR (εirsTjpr + εjrsTipr) mkTkps, (63)

ΓT,c
kji = Tqjk

(
ΓT,c
⊥ δ⊥qi + ΓT,c

‖ mqmi

)
, (64)

fA
ijk = Tqjk

(
fA
⊥ δ⊥qi + fA

‖ mqmi

)
. (65)

The dissipative coupling between flow and gradients of
temperature and concentration, described by ΓD

21, Γ
D
22, Γ

D
31

and ΓD
32 in eqs. (43) and (44), is genuine for magnetic tetra-

hedral fluids, while their reversible counterparts, ΓT,c
⊥ and

ΓT,c
‖ and in eqs. (50) and (51), are already known from

the nematic tetrahedral D2d phase, refs. [32, 49], and for
ΓT,c
⊥ = ΓT,c

‖ from the isotropic Td phase, refs. [27, 49].
Similarly, for the reversible cross-coupling between ro-
tations of the magnetization and gradients of tempera-
ture and concentration, ψc,T

ij , eq. (59), are already found
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in D2d. Their dissipative counterparts, ψTD and ψcD,
eqs. (B.1), (B.2) and (B.4), are genuine for a tetrahedral
ferromagnetic (fluid) phase. This is also true for the dissi-
pative coupling between flow and changes of M , provided
by cM

ij , eq. (49), and the reversible coupling between flow
and rotations about the magnetization, τR

ij , eq. (63). Cou-
plings provided by fD

1 , fD
2 , pW , pm, pT , pc are genuine for

the Dmg
2d phase and require the simultaneous presence of

tetrahedral and magnetic order and of elasticity.

2.4 External fields

In the case that we have not only an external magnetic,
but also an electric field, there are many competing ori-
enting energy contributions

ffields = −MiHi + aTilkTjmkMiMlMjMm

−ζ1TijkEiEjEk − ζ2TijkEiHjHk

−ζ3TijkEiMjHk − ζ4TijkEiMjMk, (66)

which we discuss in the spirit of a Landau description. The
first term, the ferromagnetic coupling between the magne-
tization and the external magnetic field, aligns the mag-
netization along the field and the second one governs the
relative orientation of the magnetization with the tetra-
hedron, which for a > 0, leads to the Dmg

2d structure. The
terms ∼ ζ1,2 are the typical couplings of external fields
with the tetrahedral orientation, present in any tetrahe-
dral phase. The last two terms ∼ ζ3,4 are specific for the
magnetic tetrahedral phase.

A full minimization of ffields is beyond the scope of
this work. We look for some special cases. First, we as-
sume that the energy contribution ∼ a, which defines the
structure of the Dmg

2d phase, is the dominant one (a → ∞).
In that case the energy contribution ∼ ζ4 is identically
zero for all orientations of the fields. The ferromagnetic
energy is minimal for the magnetization (and thus the 4̄
axis of the tetrahedron) to be parallel with the magnetic
field (z-axis), while the cubic electric field contribution
is minimal, if the electric field is parallel (for ζ1 > 0) or
antiparallel (for ζ1 < 0) to one of the tetrahedral axes.
However, the tetrahedral vectors make a finite angle θT /2
(with cos(θT /2) = ±1/

√
3) with the 4̄ axes, leading to

frustration (except for the very special case that the two
external fields make an angle of θT /2). Since the magnetic
field does not fix the transverse structure, the energy ∼ ζ1

can be minimized independently with regard to this trans-
verse direction. As a result, the directions êx±êy are given
by (the tilt direction of) the electric field (the ζ2,3 energies
do not change that statement).

The frustration of the orientation of the magnetization
(or 4̄ axis) with respect to the orientation of the external
fields, can be discussed along the lines of the liquid crystal
case [32]. For strong magnetic and weak electric fields the
ferromagnetic energy will win, while for weak magnetic
and strong electric fields the magnetization will approach
the orientation of the electric field. The transition process

is governed by the parameters β1,2,3, indicating the bal-
ance of ferromagnetic energy to those including electric
fields, ∼ ζ1,2,3, respectively

β1 =
M0H0

ζ1T0E3
0

, (67)

β2 =
M0

ζ2T0E0H0
, (68)

β3 =
1

ζ3T0E0
. (69)

Qualitatively, a large β1 leads to an orientation of the
magnetization close to that of the magnetic field, while a
small β1 results in an orientation close to the electric field.
The parameters β2,3 come into play only for orientations
in-between, neither very close to the magnetic, nor very
close to the electric field.

If there is only an electric, but no magnetic field, the
former fixes the orientation of the tetrahedron according
to the ζ1 energy. In the case of the Dmg

2d phase, where the
magnetization is along one of the 4̄ axes, however, the ζ1

energy vanishes and the electric field does not orient the
tetrahedron. But the electric field induces elastic deforma-
tions according to the energy

festrict = −ζεTijkEiεjk (70)

that leads to elastic stresses

Ψes
xy = ζεT̃0E‖,

√
(Ψes

xz)2 + (Ψes
yz)2 = ζεT̃0E⊥ (71)

for the field parallel to the magnetization (E‖) and per-
pendicular to it (E⊥), respectively. The elastic stresses
are compensated by appropriate deformations in the equi-
librium state. This constitutes linear electrostriction in a
magnetic phase that does not possess a permanent electric
polarization.

On the other hand, there is a permanent magnetization
and therefore magnetostriction

fmstrict = −1
2
γijklMkMlεij (72)

leading to elastic strains of a completely different form

Ψms
xx = Ψms

yy = −γ⊥M2
0 ,

Ψms
zz = −γ‖M

2
0 . (73)

In equilibrium they are compensated by appropriate de-
formations, and hydrodynamic deviations are described
by the energy ∼ γij in eq. (20), with γij = γijzz. In the
case of an additional external magnetic field (but without
an electric one) M0 is replaced by M0 + H0. In the pres-
ence of both external fields the strictive deformations are
extremely complicated due to the complicated orientation
of the tetrahedron.

From eqs. (71) and (73) we read off immediately that
external electric and magnetic fields lead to an anisotropy
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of the stresses and thus also of the associated strains. This
anisotropy, which is probably very small, is neglected. We
note that the coefficient α in eq. (13) is also modified
by external fields due to the effects of the equilibrium
strains ε0

ij . The corresponding anisotropy will be neglected
as well.

3 Suggestions for experiments involving
elasticity

In this section we discuss experiments that are specific
for the ferromagnetic tetrahedral gel phases. In partic-
ular, we consider experiments in the homogeneous state
with a constant orientation of the preferred direction. We
propose experiments that probe static couplings specific
for the presence of tetrahedral order in sect. 3.1. In par-
ticular, we consider static external strains applied to the
gel that affect the magnitude and the orientation of the
magnetization and the relative rotations. In addition, we
show, how relative rotations can induce gradients of den-
sity, concentration, or temperature perpendicular to the
magnetization. In sect. 3.2 we discuss strains induced dy-
namically by temperature gradients, as well as reversible
and irreversible heat or concentration currents induced by
relative rotations.

3.1 Static experiments

There is a static coupling between elastic stresses and
the orientation of the magnetization in eq. (20) provided
by the material tensor χm

ijkl with two coefficients χm
1,2 in

eq. (23). Together with the rotational stiffness energy of
the magnetization in eq. (7), given by the Frank-type ten-
sor Kijkl, eq. (8), and neglecting other cross-couplings, the
stationarity condition, Ψm

ij = 0, leads, for linear deviations
from m = ez, to

∇zmy = Aε0
xz and ∇zmx = Aε0

yz (74)

with A = (χm
1 + χm

2 )T̃0/K3. This describes an inhomoge-
neous rotation of the magnetization out of the shear plane
of the external strain ε0

xz or ε0
yz. This effect only occurs

when tetrahedral order is present.
Similarly, a uniaxial compression along the preferred

axis leads to linear deviations of the magnetization in the
transverse plane given by

∇xmy = ∇ymx =
χm

1

2K4T̃0

ε0
zz. (75)

This solution describes a spatial pattern, where the in-
duced transverse magnetization is of constant magnitude
(m2

x + m2
y = const) on circles around the z-axis, but

changes its direction by 2π, when moving along the circle.
This pattern has no splay, bend or twist character, but is
quite special for tetrahedral order.

External strains (ε0
xz, ε0

yz, and ε0
xx−ε0

yy) create spatial
patterns of relative rotations, due to the χΩ

1,2 coupling in
eq. (22), which, however, might be difficult to observe.

A well-known effect of external strains applied to ferro-
magnetic gels is magnetostriction, the change of the mag-
nitude of the magnetization. Using the magnetostrictive
coupling, described by γij in eq. (20), the homogeneous
changes induced by compressional strains have the uniax-
ial form

M0δM = − α

γ‖
ε0

zz −
α

γ⊥

(
ε0

xx + ε0
yy

)
, (76)

where α is the magnetic stiffness coefficient.
In ferromagnetic gels with tetrahedral structure, in ad-

dition, external shear strains change the magnitude of the
magnetization

αδM = −2τ‖T̃0∇zε
0
xy − 2τ⊥T̃0

(
∇yε0

xz + ∇xε0
yz

)
(77)

although the inhomogeneous external shear strains are
probably not easy to apply.

Another possibility to probe magnetic and tetrahe-
dral order is the application of a static relative rota-
tion, Õi. Due to the coupling provided by ψλ

ij in eq. (24)
or (A.11), this results in gradients of the scalar variables
λ ∈ {σ, ρ, c,M} perpendicular to mi and Õi

∇yλ =
D1

ψλT̃0

Õx, (78)

∇xλ =
D1

ψλT̃0

Õy (79)

with ψλ defined in eq. (25).

3.2 Dynamic experiments

As an example for a dynamic coupling, we discuss induced
stresses due to an external temperature gradient perpen-
dicular to the direction of the magnetization. Such cou-
plings are specific for tetrahedral order. Already in the
fluid case, there is a dissipative, Γ

(2)
ijk , and reversible, ΓT

ijk,
coupling according to eqs. (B.3) and (52), respectively,

σij = −Γ
(2)
ijk∇kT − ΓT

ijk∇kT. (80)

With the explicit form of the material tensors, eqs. (43)
and (64), one gets for the temperature gradient applied
along the x-axis, ∇xT = β0 (and the magnetization along
the z-axis) the induced stresses

σxz = σzx = β0T̃0

(
ΓD

21 + ΓD
22

)
, (81)

σyz = σzy = β0T̃0Γ
T
⊥ , (82)

where the in-plane shear stresses are due to the dissipa-
tive coupling, while the shear stresses perpendicular to the
temperature gradient result from the reversible coupling.

If the temperature gradient is along the y-axis, equiv-
alent expressions for the appropriate induced stresses are
found, with the same prefactor for the reversible coupling
and opposite sign in the dissipative case. This reflects the
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breaking of transverse isotropy by the tetrahedral order.
A temperature gradient along the magnetic field does not
induce any stresses.

In a fluid phase such constant stresses only act as pos-
sible boundary conditions for flow and are difficult to mea-
sure. In a gel phase the stress tensor also comprises the
elastic stresses, which are easier measurable by mechani-
cal means. However, in the gel case there are additional
couplings that effectively add to the response of stresses
on external temperature gradients. In particular, temper-
ature gradients induce non-zero values of Wi, the molec-
ular field of relative rotations, due to the stationary con-
dition Y O

i = 0. The couplings described by pT and dW in
eqs. (B.8) and (57) are provided by the tetrahedral order.
On the other hand, those induced non-zero values of Wi

act as forces that give rise to additional stresses via ξA

and dA in eqs. (B.3) and (52). As a result, induced elas-
tic stresses Ψxz = Ψzx and Ψyz = Ψzy are obtained that
are proportional to β0T̃0. The proportionality factors are
lengthy expressions containing static susceptibilities and
(in both cases) reversible and irreversible transport coef-
ficients, which we will not show in detail here.

Applying a thermodynamic force Wi, by means of a
relative rotation Wi = D1Õi, eq. (A.11), heat and con-
centration currents, both reversibly, eqs. (50) and (51), as
well as irreversibly, eqs. (B.1) and (B.2) are triggered of
the form

j(σ,c)R
x = d(T,c)T̃0Wx, (83)

j(σ,c)R
y = −d(T,c)T̃0Wy, (84)

and

j(σ,c)D
x = p(T,c)T̃0Wy, (85)

j(σ,c)D
y = p(T,c)T̃0Wx, (86)

where d(T,c) is defined in eq. (60).

4 On the influence of transient elasticity

If the elastic network is not permanent, but transient,
strains are relaxing (rather than diffusing). This means
that elastic stresses Ψij act as thermodynamic forces
(rather than ∇jΨij) and the dissipation function acquires
additional contributions

Rrelax =
1
2
τΨ
ijklΨijΨkl + ξTΨTijkΨij∇kT

+ξcΨTijkΨij∇kc + ξMΨTijkΨij∇khM . (87)

The strain relaxation tensor τΨ
ijkl has the same form as

the viscosity tensor νijkl in eq. (46) containing six relax-
ation times τΨ

1 –τΨ
6 . There are dissipative cross-couplings

between the elastic stresses and temperature, concentra-
tion gradients and gradients of M . The form of the dissi-
pative currents is given in appendix B.

The reversible currents have to fulfil the proper time-
reversal symmetry requirements and must not increase the

entropy, i.e. they must fulfil eq. (39). Under that proviso
we find

jσR
i = ξTRTjkmεimlmlΨjk, (88)

jcR
i = ξcRTjkmεimlmlΨjk, (89)

XMR = ξMRεklm∇k(mlTijkΨij), (90)

Y R
ij = τR

ijklΨkl + ξTRTijkεklmml∇mT

+ξcRεklmml∇mc + ξMRTijkεklmml∇mhM , (91)

where the tensor τR
ijkl has the same form as νR

ijkl in eq. (61)
with three parameters τR

1 , τR
2 , τR

3 . All the cross-couplings
are possible due to the simultaneous presence of magnetic
and tetrahedral order.

As far as static deformations are concerned, there is
no difference between permanent and relaxing elasticity,
and sect. 2.2 applies here as well.

If the elasticity is transient, one can induce elastic
shear stresses directly using a temperature gradient. From
eqs. (B.12) and (91) we get

Yij =
(
τΨ
ijkl+τR

ijkl

)
Ψkl+

(
ξTRTijkεklmml+ξTΨTijm

)
∇mT.

(92)
A stationary solution for the elastic stress is then obtained
by setting all components Yij = 0. These induced stresses
are constant, and so are the additions to the heat current,
eq. (B.9), preserving the stationarity of such solutions.

For a temperature gradient in the direction of the mag-
netization, shear stresses in the perpendicular plane are
induced

Ψxy =
T̃0ξ

TΨ∇zT

2(τΨ
2 + T̃ 2

0 τΨ
6 ) + 8(τR

1 )2/τΨ
2

(93)

involving dissipative as well as reversible transport pa-
rameters. The reversible couplings have also the effect of
creating compressive stresses

Ψxx = −Ψyy = −2τR
1

τΨ
2

Ψxy, Ψzz = 0. (94)

The result given in eq. (94) demonstrates the significant
difference between reversible dynamic effects studied here
and static magnetostriction presented in eq. (73).

If the external temperature gradient is perpendicular
to the magnetization, it defines a preferred direction in
this plane, which we will take without loss of generality as
the x-axis, ∇xT ≡ Δ. Then, of course, the y-direction is
fixed by m × ∇T. The orientation of the tetrahedron in
the x/y-plane is arbitrary and the x, y, z components of
the four tetrahedral vectors can be written as

Tijk =
T0√

3

⎛

⎝
C + S −C − S C − S −C + S

−C + S C − S C + S −C − S

1 1 −1 −1

⎞

⎠ (95)

with C = cos ϕ and S = sin ϕ. For ϕ = 0 the projections
of the four tetrahedral vectors are along the bisections
(1/

√
2)(êx ± êy), while for ϕ = π/4 they are along the x-

and y-axis, cf. fig. 1.
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φ

x

y

Fig. 1. The red circle in the middle indicates the magnetiza-
tion perpendicular to the drawing plane, while the temperature
gradient (green arrow) is along the x-axis. The blue lines show
the projections of the tetrahedral vectors (where circles and
the crosses represent vectors pointing out or into the plane,
respectively).

Disregarding the reversible contributions in eq. (92)
for the moment, we get the induced stresses

Ψxz = −ξTΨ T̃0Δ

2τΨ
5

sin(2ϕ), (96)

Ψyz =
ξTΨ T̃0Δ

2τΨ
5

cos(2ϕ). (97)

As a result, the shear stresses are perpendicular to the
temperature gradient for ϕ = 0, while for ϕ = π/4 the in-
duced shear stress is in the x/z plane given by the magne-
tization and the temperature gradient. In the general case,
both types of stresses are present. By measuring Ψxz/Ψyz

one can determine the angle ϕ and therefore the orienta-
tion of the tetrahedron. Alternatively, one could change
the orientation of the temperature gradient to find one of
the two special cases discussed above.

Taking into account also the reversible couplings, the
results get more complicated, but the general features are
similar

Ψxz =
Aa − Bb

a2 + b2
T̃0Δ, (98)

Ψyz =
Ba + Ab

a2 + b2
T̃0Δ (99)

with

A = −ξTΨ sin(2ϕ) + ξTR cos(2ϕ), (100)

B = ξTΨ cos(2ϕ) + ξTR sin(2ϕ), (101)

a = 2τΨ
5 , (102)

b = 2τR
2 − 2τR

3 T̃ 2
0 . (103)

The orientation of the tetrahedral vectors, for which the
resulting shear stress is perpendicular to the temperature
gradient, i.e. Ψxz = 0, is now given by

tan(2ϕ) = −b ξTΨ − a ξTR

a ξTΨ + b ξTR
. (104)

The other special case, Ψyz = 0, is still obtained by ϕ →
ϕ + π/4.

5 Summary and perspective

The macroscopic dynamics of ferromagnetic gels with
tetrahedral order is rather peculiar due to two aspects.
First, the permanent magnetization that spontaneously
breaks part of rotational symmetry, is a variable that
changes sign under time reversal. Second, the tetrahedral
order, not only lifts the transverse isotropy perpendicular
to the magnetization, but also breaks inversion symmetry
already of the ground state. For the Dmg

2d phase, where
the orientation of the magnetization is rigidly coupled to
one of the tetrahedral 4̄ directions, we have discussed in
detail, in the statics as well as in the reversible and ir-
reversible dynamics, the possible cross-couplings among
the three rotational symmetry variables, the strain ten-
sor, relative rotations between the elastic network and the
magnetization, and the usual fluid degrees of freedom.

We describe experimentally accessible effects that are
specific for the Dmg

2d phase. In particular, we show that
static external deformations lead to spatial patterns in
the orientation of the magnetization. Shear deformations
with the preferred direction in the shear plane trigger rota-
tions of the magnetization direction out of the shear plane,
while longitudinal compressions along the preferred direc-
tion result in a complicated, characteristic spatial pattern
of the magnetization in the transverse plane. Both effects
are only possible due to the tetrahedral order. In addition
to the standard linear magnetostriction effects in ferro-
magnetic gels, the Dmg

2d phase also shows a kind of linear
electrostriction, where the application of an electric field
results in elastic shear stresses. Although there is no polar-
ization present in the ground state of this phase, the nec-
essary breaking of inversion symmetry is provided by the
tetrahedral order. Another consequence of the tetrahedral
order is a change of the magnitude of the magnetization
due to external distortional deformation. Finally, relative
rotations lead to gradients in the temperature, density,
concentration, and the magnitude of the magnetization.

From the dynamics of tetrahedral fluids it is well
known that, e.g. temperature gradients give rise to con-
stant shear stresses. In a gel phase the stress tensor com-
prises also elastic stresses, which are easier measurable by
mechanical means. In addition, in Dmg

2d there are addi-
tional couplings, mediated by relative rotations, that ef-
fectively add to the response of elastic stresses on exter-
nal temperature gradients. Conversely, relative rotations
trigger heat (and concentration) currents in the plane per-
pendicular to the magnetization. In the case of transient
elasticity the elasticity is not permanent, but can relax
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either simply in the course of time (like polymers) or due
to external (generalized) forces (eventually above a cer-
tain threshold value like in magneto-rheological systems).
Here, the relaxation of strains can be compensated by e.g.
external temperature gradients, such that stationary elas-
tic stresses result. For gradients along the magnetization,
elastic shear stresses, but also compressional ones (due to a
specific reversible dynamic coupling), occur in the perpen-
dicular plane. If the temperature gradient is perpendicular
to the magnetization the resulting elastic shear stresses
(in a plane that contains the magnetization direction) al-
low the identification of the transverse orientation of the
tetrahedron relative to the gradient direction. This find-
ing opens the door for the experiments investigating the
orientation of the tetrahedron without the need of both
magnetic and electric fields.

As a perspective it would be interesting to investi-
gate the effects of dynamic (e.g., oscillatory) shear ex-
periments on the orientation of the tetrahedral structure.
Since several variables couple to the velocity field, both re-
versibly and dissipatively, one might expect a rich behav-
ior depending on the amplitude as well as the frequency
of the oscillations. Of special interest are also the rota-
tions around the magnetization, which couple dynamically
(neglecting the inhomogeneous stress forces) only to flow.
It would also be important to investigate how the addi-
tional elastic network will influence the recently investi-
gated tetrahedral ferromagnetic nematic liquid crystals.
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Appendix A. Conjugate quantities

For convenience we give the explicit form of the conjugate
quantities that follow from the energy functional f , eq. (5),
by partial derivation

vi ≡
∂f

∂gi
=

1
ρ
gi, (A.1)

δT ≡ ∂f

∂σ
=

T

CV
δσ +

1
ραs

δρ + βσδc −∇i(Πσ
ijk∇kmj

+ΠσM
ij ∇jM + CσΩ

ij ∇jΩ) + χσ
ijεij − τσ

ijk∇kεij

−ψσ
ij∇iÕj , (A.2)

δμ ≡ ∂f

∂ρ
=

1
ρ2κs

δρ +
1

ραs
δσ + βρδc −∇i(Π

ρ
ijk∇kmj

+ΠρM
ij ∇jM + CμΩ

ij ∇jΩ) + χρ
ijεij − τρ

ijk∇kεij

−ψρ
ij∇iÕj , (A.3)

δμc ≡ ∂f

∂c
= γδc + βσδσ + βρδρ −∇i(Πc

ijk∇kmj

+ΠcM
ij ∇jM + CcΩ

ij ∇jΩ) + χc
ijεij − τ c

ijk∇kεij

−ψc
ij∇iÕj , (A.4)

hM ≡ ∂f

∂M
= −miHi + αM + βM3 − γijM0εij

−τM
ijk∇kεij − ψM

ij ∇iÕj

−∇i

(
KM

ij ∇jM + CMΩ
ij ∇jΩ + KMm

ijk ∇jmk

+ΠσM
ij ∇jσ + ΠρM

ij ∇jρ + ΠcM
ij ∇jc

)
, (A.5)

hm′

i ≡ ∂f

∂mi
= −MHi, (A.6)

Ψm
ij ≡ ∂f

∂∇jmi
= Kijkl∇lmk + CmΩ

kij ∇kΩ + KMm
kji ∇kM

+χm
klijεkl + Πσ

kij∇kσ + Πρ
kij∇kρ + Πc

kij∇kc, (A.7)

hΩ′ ≡ ∂f

∂Ω
= 0, (A.8)

ΨΩ
i ≡ ∂f

∂∇iΩ
= KΩ

ij∇jΩ + CmΩ
ijk ∇kmj + CMΩ

ij ∇jM

+χΩ
kjiεkj + CσΩ

ij ∇jσ + CμΩ
ij ∇jμ + CcΩ

ij ∇jc, (A.9)

Ψij ≡ ∂f

∂εij
= cijklεkl − γijM0δM + χσ

ijδσ + χρ
ijδρ

+χc
ijδc+τσ

ijk∇kσ+τ c
ijk∇kc+τρ

ijk∇kρ+τM
ijk∇kM

+χΩ
ijk∇kΩ + χm

ijkl ∇lmk + D2(miδ
⊥
kj + mjδ

⊥
ki)Õk,

(A.10)

Wi ≡
∂f

∂Õi

= D1Õi + D2(mjδ
⊥
ik + mkδ⊥ij)εjk + ψc

ji∇jc

+ψρ
ji∇jρ + ψσ

ji∇jσ + ψM
ji ∇jM. (A.11)

Since the δ’s in eqs. (A.2)–(A.4) describe deviations from
the constant equilibrium values of the appropriate vari-
able, all expressions on the left-hand side of the above
equations are zero in equilibrium and can act as thermo-
dynamic forces that drive the dynamics of the system.
On the other hand, the right-hand sides of all these equa-
tions have to be zero in equilibrium (Euler-Lagrange con-
ditions). Note that the energy flin does not enter any
Euler-Lagrange condition (except for ∇lTijk 	= 0), since
it is linear in gradients of mi.

Appendix B. Dissipative currents

For permanent elasticity the dissipative parts of the cur-
rents follow from the dissipation function R, eq. (40),

jσD
i ≡ − ∂R

∂∇iT
= −κij∇jT − DT

ij∇jμc



Page 12 of 13 Eur. Phys. J. E (2019) 42: 35

−ψTDmjTkjih
m
k − Γ

(2)
kjiAkj − pT TijkmkWj

−ξT
ij∇kΨjk, (B.1)

jcD
i ≡ − ∂R

∂∇iμc
= −Dij∇jμc − DT

ji∇jT

−ψcDmjTkjih
m
k − Γ

(3)
kjiAkj − pcTijkmkWj

−ξc
ij∇kΨjk, (B.2)

σD
ij ≡ − ∂R

∂Aij
= −νD

ijklAkl − cD
ijkhm

k − cM
ij hM − τijh

Ω

−ξA
ijkWk − Γ

(2)
ijk∇kT − Γ

(3)
ijk∇kμc − fD

ijk∇lΨkl,

(B.3)

XmD
i ≡ ∂R

∂hm
i

= bD
⊥δ⊥ijh

m
j + mjTijk(ψTD∇kT

+ψcD∇kμc) + cD
jkiAjk + pmTijkmk∇lΨjl

+δ⊥ijξ
WmWj , (B.4)

XMD ≡ δR

δhM
= bMhM + cM

ij Aij + ξM
ij ∇i∇kΨjk

−pM∇i(TijkmkWj), (B.5)

ZD ≡ ∂R

∂hΩ
= bΩhΩ + τijAij , (B.6)

FD
i ≡ ∂R

∂∇kΨik
= DΨ

il∇kΨlk + ξT
li∇lT + ξc

li∇lμc

+fD
kjiAjk + Tilkmk(pW Wl + pmhm

l )

+ξM
ij ∇jh

M , (B.7)

Y OD
i ≡ ∂R

∂Wi
= τW Wi + ξA

jkiAjk + pW Tijkmk∇lΨjl

+ξWmδ⊥ijh
m
j + Tijkmk(pT∇jT + pc∇jc

+pM∇jh
M ), (B.8)

where FD
i is related to the dissipative strain current by

Y D
ij = − 1

2 (∇jF
D
i + ∇iF

D
j ).

In case of a relaxing elasticity there are additional con-
tributions in the dissipation function Rrelax, eq. (87), giv-
ing rise to the following additional dissipative currents

jσD
i ≡ −∂Rrelax

∂∇iT
= −ξTψTkjiΨkj , (B.9)

jcD
i ≡ −∂Rrelax

∂∇iμc
= −ξcψTkjiΨkj , (B.10)

XMD ≡ −∇k
∂Rrelax

∂∇khM
= −ξMΨ∇k(TijkΨij), (B.11)

Y D
ij ≡ ∂Rrelax

∂Ψij
= τψ

ijklΨkl + ξTΨTijk∇kT

+ξcΨTijk∇kc + ξMΨTijk∇khM (B.12)

that come in addition to those of eqs. (B.1)–(B.8) shown
above.
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