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                                    Abstract
Given the number and size of the Spanish-speaking communities of the United States, it is perhaps surprising that what has come to be known as “Latino literature,” the imaginative writing by and about Hispanics in this country, exists almost entirely in English. As the monolingual expression of a largely bilingual population, Latino literature detaches culture from language, celebrating the former even as it silences the latter. Even the English of Latino writers, with some exceptions, bears little resemblance to the hybrid sounds and rhythms of the barrios where many of them grew up. What happened to the Garcia girls has also happened to the writers: They have lost their accents. For every Latino writer like Gloria Anzaldúa and Roberto Fernández, who endeavor to reproduce the actual speech, the idioma, of a particular group of Latinos, there are several like Cristina Garcia and Julia Alvarez, who translate it into something like George Santayana’s Received Standard English.
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