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economic development; banking and finance; communications;
energy; transport; agriculture and agro-industry; healthcare
and pharmaceutics; environmental protection; tourism; science
and technology; exchange of statistical data and economic
information; combating organized crime, illicit trafficking of
drugs, weapons and radioactive materials, all acts of terrorism
and illegal immigration.

Members. Albania, Armenia, Azerbaijan, Bulgaria, Georgia,
Greece, Moldova, Romania, Russia, Serbia and Montenegro,
Turkey, Ukraine.

Observers. Austria, Belarus, Black Sea Commission, Croatia,
Czech Republic, Energy Charter Secretariat, France, Germany,
International Black Sea Club, Israel, Italy, Poland, Slovakia,
Tunisia, USA.

The Parliamentary Assembly of the Black Sea Economic
Cooperation is the BSEC parliamentary dimension. The BSEC
Business Council is composed of representatives from the
business circles of the member states. The Black Sea Trade and
Development Bank is considered as the financial pillar of the
BSEC. There is also an International Center for Black Sea Studies
and a Coordination Center for the Exchange of Statistical Data
and Economic Information.

Headquarters: 1stinye Cad., Misir Fuad Pasa Yalisi, Eski
Tersane 80860, Istinye, Istanbul, Turkey.

Website: http://www.bsec-organization.org/

e-mail: info@bsec-organization.org

Secretary-General: Tedo Japaridze (Georgia).

Danube Commission

History and Membership. The Danube Commission was
constituted in 1949 according to the Convention regarding
the regime of navigation on the Danube signed in Belgrade
on 18 Aug. 1948. The Belgrade Convention, amended by the
Additional Protocol of 26 March 1998, declares that navigation
on the Danube from Kelheim to the Black Sea (with access
to the sea through the Sulina arm and the Sulina Canal) is
equally free and open to the nationals, merchant shipping and
merchandise of all states as to harbour and navigation fees as well
as conditions of merchant navigation. The Commission holds
annual sessions and is composed of one representative from each
of its 11 member countries: Austria, Bulgaria, Croatia, Germany,
Hungary, Moldova, Romania, Russia, Serbia and Montenegro,
Slovakia and Ukraine.

Functions. To ensure that the provisions of the Belgrade
Convention are carried out; to establish a uniform buoying system
on all navigable waterways; to establish the basic regulations for
navigation on the river and ensure facilities for shipping; to co-
ordinate the regulations for river, customs and sanitation control
as well as the hydrometeorological service; to collect relevant
statistical data concerning navigation on the Danube; to propose
measures for the prevention of pollution of the Danube caused by
navigation; and to update its recommendations regularly with a
view to bringing them in line with European Union regulations
on inland waterway navigation.

Official languages: German, French, Russian.

Headquarters: Benczur utca 25, H-1068 Budapest, Hungary.
Website: http://www.danubecom-intern.org

e-mail: secretariat@danubecom-intern.org

President: Dr Stanko Nick (Croatia).

Director-General: Capt. Danail Nedialkov (Bulgaria).
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European Trade Union
Confederation (ETUC)

Established in 1973, the ETUC is recognized by the EU, the
Council of Europe and EFTA as the only representative cross-
sectoral trade union organization at a European level. It has
grown steadily with a membership of 76 National Trade Union
Confederations from 35 countries and 11 European Industry
Federations with a total of 60m. members. The Congress meets
every four years; the 10th Statutory Congress took place in
Prague in May 2003.

Addpress: 5 Boulevard Roi Albert II, B-1210 Brussels, Belgium.
Website: http://www.etuc.org

e-mail: etuc@etuc.org

General Secretary: John Monks (UK).

Amnesty International (Al)

Origin. Founded in 1961 by British lawyer Peter Benenson as
a one-year campaign for the release of prisoners of conscience,
Amnesty International has grown to become a worldwide
organization, winning the Nobel Peace Prize in 1977.

Activities. Al is a worldwide movement of people who campaign
for human rights. It works independently and impartially to
promote respect for all the human rights set out in the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights.

Historically, the main focus of AI's campaigning has been: to
free all prisoners of conscience; to ensure a prompt and fair trial
for all political prisoners; to abolish the death penalty, torture
and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment;
to end extrajudicial executions and ‘disappearances’ to fight
impunity by working to ensure perpetrators of such abuses are
brought to justice in accordance with international standards.

AT has over 1-5m. members, subscribers and regular donors
in more than 150 countries. The organization is a democratic,
self-governing movement. Major policy decisions are taken by
an International Council made up of representatives from all
national sections. AD’s national sections and local volunteer
groups are primarily responsible for funding the movement.
During the financial year 1 April 2002-31 March 2003 the
international budget adopted by AI was £23,728,000 (including
contingency).

Every year Al produces a global report detailing human rights
violations in all regions of the world.

International Secretariat: Peter Benenson House, 1 Easton
Street, London WC1X 0DW, UK.

Website: http://www.amnesty.org

Secretary-General: Irene Khan (Bangladesh).

Bank for International
Settlements (BIS)

Origin. Founded on 17 May 1930, the Bank for International
Settlements fosters international monetary and financial co-
operation and serves as a bank for central banks.

Aims. The BIS fulfils its mandate by acting as: a forum to promote
discussion andfacilitate decision-making processesamong central
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