
INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS 

future of a common market and political federation. Its predecessor had lasted from 
1967 to 1977 but had collapsed for a number of reasons. The member countries are 
aiming to negotiate the framework of a customs union by 2003. 

Members: Kenya, Tanzania, Uganda. 
Headquarters: PO Box 1096, Arusha, Tanzania. 
Chief Executive: Francis Muthaura (Kenya). 

INTERGOVERNMENTAL AUTHORITY 
ON DEVELOPMENT 

The Intergovernmental Authority on Development was created on 21 March 1996 
and has its origins in the Intergovernmental Authority on Drought and Development, 
which had been established in 1986. It has three priority areas of co-operation: 
conflict prevention, management and humanitarian affairs; infrastructnre 
development; food security and environment protection. 

Members: Djibouti, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Kenya, Somalia, Sudan, Uganda. 
Headquarters: PO Box 2653, Djibouti, Republic of Djibouti. 
Executive Secretary: Attalla Hamad Bashir (Sudan). 

WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 
The World Council of Churches was formally constitnted on 23 Aug. 1948 in 
Amsterdam. Today, member churches number over 340 from more than 120 
countries. 
Origin. The World Council was founded by the coming together of diverse Christian 
movements, including the overseas mission groups gathered from 1921 in the 
International Missionary Council, the Faith and Order Movement founded by 
American Episcopal Bishop Charles Brent, and the Life and Work Movement led by 
Swedish Lutheran Archbishop Nathan Siiderblom. On 13 May 1938, at Utrecht, a 
provisional committee was appointed to prepare for the formation of a World 
Council of Churches, under the chairmanship of William Temple, then Archbishop 
of York. 

Membership. The basis of membership (1975) states: 'The World Council of 
Churches is a fellowship of Churches which confess the Lord Jesus Christ as God 
and Saviour according to the Scriptnres and therefore seek to fulfil together their 
common calling to the glory of the one God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.' 
Membership is open to Churches which express their agreement with this basis and 
satisfy such criteria as the Assembly or Central Committee may prescribe. Today, 
more than 340 Churches of Protestant, Anglican, Orthodox, Old Catholic and 
Pentecostal confessions belong to this fellowship. 

Activities. The WCe's Central Committee comprises the Programme Committee and 
the Finance Committee. Within the Programme Committee there are advisory 
groups on issues relating to communication, women, justice, peace and creation, 
youth, ecumenical relations and inter-religious relations. Following the WCC's 
international assembly in Harare, Zimbabwe in 1998 the work of the WCC was 
restructured. Activities were grouped into four 'clusters'-Relationships; Issues and 
Themes; Communication; and Finance, Services and Administration. The 
Relationships cluster comprises four teams (Church and Ecumenical Relations, 
Regional Relations and Ecumenical Sharing, Inter-Religious Relations and 
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