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dependence on South Africa and combat the effects of sanctions) was signed at the
summit of heads of state or government on 17 July 1992 in Windhoek, Namibia.

Members. The 10 founder member countries (Angola, Botswana, Lesotho, Malawi,
Mozambique, Namibia, Swaziland, Tanzania, Zambia, Zimbabwe) have been joined
by South Africa (1994) and Mauritius (1995). Each member state has responsibility
to co-ordinate a sector or sectors on behalf of all other members.

Aims and Activities. The core aims of the SADC are to promote economic integration
and strengthen regional solidarity, peace and security. The founding treaty imposes
binding obligations on members, and provides for the establishment of an arbitration
tribunal.

At the Johannesburg summit in Aug. 1995, an agreement was reached committing
members to the sharing of water resources. A treaty to eliminate internal trade
barriers by 2000 is also being drawn up; and in 1994, SADC ministers of defence
meeting in Arusha, Tanzania, approved the establishment of a regional rapid deploy-
ment peacekeeping force to contain regional conflicts or civil unrest in member
states.

Official languages. English, Portuguese.
Headquarters: Private Bag 0095, Gaborone, Botswana.
Executive Secretary: Kaire Mbuende (Namibia).

LAKE CHAD BASIN COMMISSION

Established by a Convention and Statute signed on 22 May 1964 by Cameroon,
Chad, Niger and Nigeria, and later by the Central African Republic, to regulate and
control utilization of the water and other natural resources in the Basin; to initiate,
promote and co-ordinate natural resources development projects and research within
the Basin area; and to examine complaints and promote settlement of disputes, with
a view to promoting regional co-operation.

In Dec. 1977, at Enugu in Nigeria, the 3rd summit of heads of state of the com-
mission signed the protocol for the Harmonization of the Regulations Relating to
Fauna and Flora in member countries, and adopted plans for the multidonor approach
towards major integrated development for the conventional basin. An international
campaign to save Lake Chad following a report on the environmental degradation of
the conventional basin was launched by heads of state at the 8th summit of the
Commission in Abuja in March 1994.

The Commission operates an annual budget of CFA 400m., and receives assistance
from various international and donor agencies including the FAO, and UN
Development and Environment Programmes.

Headgquarters: BP 727, N’Djamena, Chad.
Executive Secretary: Bobboi Jauro.

WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES

The World Council of Churches was formally constituted on 23 Aug. 1948 in
Amsterdam. Today, member churches number over 330 from more than 100
countries.

Origin. The World Council was founded by the coming together of diverse Christian
movements, including the overseas mission groups gathered from 1921 in the
International Missionary Council, the Faith and Order Movement founded by
American Episcopal Bishop Charles Brent, and the Life and Work Movement led by
Swedish Lutheran Archbishop Nathan Séderblom. On 13 May 1938, at Utrecht, a
provisional committee was appointed to prepare for the formation of a World Council
of Churches, under the chairmanship of William Temple, then Archbishop of York.

Membership. The basis of membership (1975) states: ‘The World Council of
Churches is a fellowship of Churches which confess the Lord Jesus Christ as God and
Saviour according to the Scriptures and therefore seck to fulfil together their com-
mon calling to the glory of the one God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.” Membership
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