GERMANY

POST-WAR HISTORY. Since the unconditional surrender of the German
armed forces on 8 May 1945 there has been no central authority whose writ runs in
the whole of Germany. Consequently no peace treaty has been signed with a
government representing the whole of Germany, and the country is virtually parti-
tioned between the Federal Republic of Germany and the German Democratic
Republic.

By the Berlin Declaration of 5 June 1945 the governments of the USA, the UK,
the USSR and France assumed supreme authority over Germany. Each of the 4
signatories was given a zone of occupation, in which the supreme power was to be
exercised by the C.-in-C. in that zone (see map in THE STATESMAN’S YEAR-BOOK,
1947). Jointly these 4 Cs.-in-C. constituted the Allied Control Council in Berlin,
which was to be competent in all ‘matters affecting Germany as a whole’. The
territory of Greater Berlin, divided into 4 sectors, was to be governed as an entity
by the 4 occupying powers.

At the Potsdam Conference (17 July-2 Aug. 1945) the northern part of the
Province of East Prussia, including its capital Konigsberg (renamed Kaliningrad),
was transferred to the Soviet Union, pending final ratification by a peace treaty;
and it was agreed that, pending the final peace settlement, Poland should ad-
minister those parts of Germany lying east of a line running from the Baltic Sea
immediately west of Swinemiinde along the river Oder to its confluence with the
Western Neisse and thence along the Western Neisse to the Czechoslovak frontier.

The agreements between the war-time allies concerning the occupation zones
(12 Sept. 1944) and control of Germany (1 May 1945) were repudiated by the
USSR on27 Nov. 1958.

A Treaty was signed in East Berlin between the German Democratic Republic
and the Federal Republic of Germany on 21 Dec. 1972 agreeing the basis of rela-
tions between the two countries.
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