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                                    Abstract
The ‘memory boom’ refers to a development in which, over the last few decades, the prominence and significance of memory has risen within both the academy and society. While western societies seem increasingly obsessed with relating to the past through the framework of memory, there is no shortage of criticism of what is seen by some as an excessive preoccupation. For others the current concern with memory is best understood in relation to its increasing fragility. The ‘memory boom’ has been tied to the idea of a crisis in which the abundance of memory can be attributed to a very real fear of social amnesia or forgetfulness. According to critics such as Pierre Nora, ‘we speak so much of memory because there is so little of it left’ (Nora 1989: 7). Nora sees the discursive inflation of memory as a reaction to a perceived acceleration of historical change but not as the genuine article, which could only be found in the ‘milieux de mémoire’. Rather, it is some kind of artificial substitute, belonging to what Nora terms ‘lieux de mémoire’; modern society has become cut off from its past, traditions are not ‘organically’ passed on, but have to be ‘artificially’ recreated to be remembered, for example, in museums or memorials. For these critics memory is not only a precious good but has to be distinguished from ‘inauthentic fakes’: false, mistaken or implanted memories, prosthetic, second-hand, mediated or virtual memories, trivial or nostalgic memories, or simply memory scenarios whose veracity or relationship to the real is dubious. The so-called ‘memory wars’ were fought over recovered memories of abuse: indeed, in 1992 a foundation was established to fight an alleged epidemic of ‘false memories’, and the term has since been extended to encompass memories of a variety of events, from alien abduction to identity theft. While there seem to be many forms of pseudo-memories, it is much more difficult to define what makes a memory genuine.
Keywords
	False Memory
	Memory Research
	Identity Theft
	Virtual Memory
	Recovered Memory

These keywords were added by machine and not by the authors. This process is experimental and the keywords may be updated as the learning algorithm improves.



                                
                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                        
                                            
                                                
                                                   This is a preview of subscription content, log in via an institution.
                                                
                                            

                                        

                                    
                                
                                
                                    
                                        
                                            
 
  
   Buying options

   
    
     	
       
        Chapter
      
	
       
        USD   29.95
       

      
	
       Price excludes VAT (USA)
      


             
      	Available as PDF
	Read on any device
	Instant download
	Own it forever

Buy Chapter
     

    

    
     	
       
        eBook
      
	
       USD   109.00
      
	
       Price excludes VAT (USA)
      


        
      	Available as EPUB and PDF
	Read on any device
	Instant download
	Own it forever

Buy eBook
     

    

    
     	
       
        Softcover Book
      
	
       USD   139.99
      
	
       Price excludes VAT (USA)
      


        
      	Compact, lightweight edition
	Dispatched in 3 to 5 business days
	Free shipping worldwide - see info

Buy Softcover Book
     

    

    
     	
       
        Hardcover Book
      
	
       USD   139.99
      
	
       Price excludes VAT (USA)
      


        
      	Durable hardcover edition
	Dispatched in 3 to 5 business days
	Free shipping worldwide - see info

Buy Hardcover Book
     

    

   

  

  
   Tax calculation will be finalised at checkout

   Purchases are for personal use only
Learn about institutional subscriptions
  

 

 
 


                                        

                                    
                                
                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                        Preview

                                        
                                            
                                                Unable to display preview. Download preview
                                                    PDF.

                                            
                                            Unable to display preview. Download preview
                                                PDF.

                                        

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                            
                                
                            


                            

                            

                            
Author information
Authors and Affiliations
	Birkbeck, University of London, UK
Silke Arnold-de Simine


Authors	Silke Arnold-de SimineView author publications
You can also search for this author in
                        PubMed Google Scholar







Copyright information
© 2013 Silke Arnold-de Simine


About this chapter
Cite this chapter
Simine, S.Ad. (2013).  Memory Boom, Memory Wars and Memory Crises.

                     In:  Mediating Memory in the Museum. Palgrave Macmillan Memory Studies. Palgrave Macmillan, London. https://doi.org/10.1057/9781137352644_3
Download citation
	.RIS
	.ENW
	.BIB

	DOI: https://doi.org/10.1057/9781137352644_3

	
                            Publisher Name: Palgrave Macmillan, London

	
                                Print ISBN: 978-1-349-35011-7

	
                                Online ISBN: 978-1-137-35264-4

	eBook Packages: Palgrave Media & Culture CollectionLiterature, Cultural and Media Studies (R0)


Share this chapter
Anyone you share the following link with will be able to read this content:
Get shareable linkSorry, a shareable link is not currently available for this article.


Copy to clipboard

                                Provided by the Springer Nature SharedIt content-sharing initiative
                            







Publish with us
Policies and ethics



                            
                            
    

                        

                    
                
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    
                                        
                                            Access via your institution
                                            
                                                
                                            
                                        
                                    

                                
                            
                        
                        
                            
                        


                        
                            
                        


                        
                            

                                
                                    
                                        
                                            
 
  
   Buying options

   
    
     	
       
        Chapter
      
	
       
        USD   29.95
       

      
	
       Price excludes VAT (USA)
      


             
      	Available as PDF
	Read on any device
	Instant download
	Own it forever

Buy Chapter
     

    

    
     	
       
        eBook
      
	
       USD   109.00
      
	
       Price excludes VAT (USA)
      


        
      	Available as EPUB and PDF
	Read on any device
	Instant download
	Own it forever

Buy eBook
     

    

    
     	
       
        Softcover Book
      
	
       USD   139.99
      
	
       Price excludes VAT (USA)
      


        
      	Compact, lightweight edition
	Dispatched in 3 to 5 business days
	Free shipping worldwide - see info

Buy Softcover Book
     

    

    
     	
       
        Hardcover Book
      
	
       USD   139.99
      
	
       Price excludes VAT (USA)
      


        
      	Durable hardcover edition
	Dispatched in 3 to 5 business days
	Free shipping worldwide - see info

Buy Hardcover Book
     

    

   

  

  
   Tax calculation will be finalised at checkout

   Purchases are for personal use only
Learn about institutional subscriptions
  

 

 
 


                                        

                                    
                                

                                

                                

                                

                            

                        

                    
                

            
    

        
    


    
        
            Search

            
                
                    
                        Search by keyword or author
                        
                            
                            
                                
                                    
                                
                                Search
                            
                        

                    

                
            

        

    



    
        Navigation

        	
                    
                        Find a journal
                    
                
	
                    
                        Publish with us
                    
                
	
                    
                        Track your research
                    
                


    


    
	
		
			
			
	
		
			
			
				Discover content

					Journals A-Z
	Books A-Z


			

			
			
				Publish with us

					Publish your research
	Open access publishing


			

			
			
				Products and services

					Our products
	Librarians
	Societies
	Partners and advertisers


			

			
			
				Our imprints

					Springer
	Nature Portfolio
	BMC
	Palgrave Macmillan
	Apress


			

			
		

	



		
		
		
	
		
				
						
						
							Your privacy choices/Manage cookies
						
					
	
						
							Your US state privacy rights
						
						
					
	
						
							Accessibility statement
						
						
					
	
						
							Terms and conditions
						
						
					
	
						
							Privacy policy
						
						
					
	
						
							Help and support
						
						
					


		
	
	
		
			
				
					
					107.21.139.153
				

				Not affiliated

			

		
	
	
		
			[image: Springer Nature]
		
	
	© 2024 Springer Nature




	





    

    
    
    


