
MÉDECINS SANS FRONTIÈRES (MSF)
Origin. Médecins sans Frontières was founded in 1971 by a small group of doctors
and journalists who believed that all people have a right to emergency relief.
Functions. MSF was one of the first non-governmental organizations to provide
both urgently needed medical assistance and to publicly bear witness to the plight
of the people it helps. Today MSF is an international medical humanitarian
movement with branch offices in 18 countries. In 2003 MSF volunteer doctors,
nurses, other medical professionals, logistical experts, water-and-sanitation
engineers, and administrators departed on more than 3,400 missions and joined more
than 16,000 locally hired staff to provide medical aid in nearly 80 countries. MSF
was awarded the 1999 Nobel Peace Prize.

Headquarters: MSF International Office, Rue de Lausanne 78, CH-1211 Geneva
21, Switzerland.
Website: http://www.msf.org
Secretary-General: Marine Buissonnière.
President: Dr Rowan Gillies (Australia).

NORTH ATLANTIC TREATY
ORGANIZATION (NATO)

Origin and History. On 4 April 1949 the foreign ministers of Belgium, Canada,
Denmark, France, Iceland, Italy, Luxembourg, the Netherlands, Norway, Portugal,
the UK and the USA signed the North Atlantic Treaty, establishing the North Atlantic
Alliance. In 1952 Greece and Turkey acceded to the Treaty; in 1955 the Federal
Republic of Germany; in 1982 Spain; in 1999 the Czech Republic, Hungary and
Poland; and in 2004 Bulgaria, Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, Romania, Slovakia and
Slovenia, bringing the total to 26 member nations. 
Functions. The Alliance was established as a defensive political and military alliance
of independent countries in accordance with the terms of the UN Charter. It provides
common security for its members through co-operation and consultation in political,
military and economic as well as scientific and other non-military fields. The
Alliance links the security of North America to that of Europe. NATO is the
organization which enables the goals of the Alliance to be implemented.
Reform and Transformation of the Alliance. Following the demise of the Warsaw
Pact in 1991, and the improved relations with Russia, NATO has undertaken a
fundamental transformation of structures and policies to meet the new security
challenges in Europe. Attention has focused in particular on the need to reinforce
the political role of the Alliance. 

An essential component of this transformation has been the establishment of close
security links with the states of Central and Eastern Europe and those of the former
USSR through the North Atlantic Co-operation Council (NACC), established in
Dec. 1991 as an integral part of NATO’s new Strategic Concept, which was adopted
by heads of state and government at a summit in Rome earlier that year. The NACC
was replaced by the Euro-Atlantic Partnership Council (EAPC) in 1997. The EAPC
brings together NATO’s member countries and its partner countries (the members
of Partnership for Peace).

The Partnership for Peace (PfP) programme. The PfP builds on the momentum of
co-operation created by the North Atlantic Co-operation Council. It was launched
at the 1994 Brussels Summit and is expanding and intensifying political and military
co-operation throughout Europe. In 1997 Allied Foreign and Defence Ministers
launched a wide range of enhancement measures to PfP, which have strengthened
it in political, security, military and institutional fields. Its core objectives are: the
facilitation of transparency in national defence planning and budgeting processes;
democratic control of defence forces; members’ maintenance of capability and
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