
Community was later renamed the Union of Belarus and Russia and signed
subsequent agreements on equal rights for its citizens and equal conditions for state
and private entrepreneurship.

In March 1994 the CIS was accorded observer status in the UN. 
Headquarters: 220000 Minsk, Kirava 17, Belarus.
Website: http://www.cis.minsk.by
Executive Secretary: Yurii Yarov (Russia).
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INTERNATIONAL AIR TRANSPORT
ASSOCIATION (IATA)

Founded in 1945 for inter-airline co-operation in promoting safe, reliable, secure
and economical air services, IATA has over 230 members from more than 130
nations worldwide. IATA is the successor to the International Air Traffic Association,
founded in the Hague in 1919, the year of the world’s first international scheduled
services.

Main offices: IATA Centre, Route de l’Aéroport 33, PO Box 416, CH-1215
Geneva, Switzerland. 800 Place Victoria, PO Box 113, Montreal, Quebec, Canada
H4Z 1M1. 77 Robinson Road, #05-00 SIA Building, Singapore 068896.
Website: http://www.iata.org
Director-General: Giovanni Bisignani (Italy).

INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE OF THE RED
CROSS (ICRC)

The ICRC was founded in Geneva in Feb. 1863. Its mission is to lay down rules
governing the use of force in war and to safeguard the weak. The ICRC’s activities
are aimed at protecting and assisting the victims of armed conflict and internal
violence and enabling them to regain their autonomy. The main treaties governing
international law are the Geneva Conventions (1949) and the Additional Protocols
(1977).

The ICRC is independent of all governments and international organizations, is
neutral and remains detached from all political issues related to conflict. It is,
therefore, able to act as an intermediary between the parties to armed conflict and
to promote dialogue in situations of internal violence. It helps to prevent the
worsening of crises and helps to resolve them. It systematically reminds all military
and civilian authorities directly involved in armed conflict or internal violence of
their obligations under international humanitarian law and the other humanitarian
rules by which they are bound. 

The ICRC endeavours to promote international humanitarian law and the
fundamental values underlying the law. As the founding member of the International
Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement, the ICRC directs and co-ordinates the
international work of the Movement’s components. It acts in consultation with all
other organizations involved in humanitarian work.

The ICRC relies for its financing on voluntary contributions from signatories to
the Geneva Conventions, organizations such as the European Union, and public and
private sources. 

In 2001 the ICRC maintained a permanent presence in 69 countries with a total
staff of around 11,000, and conducted operations in around 80 countries. The 27th
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