
NORDIC DEVELOPMENT FUND (NDF)
Established in 1989, the NDF is a development aid organization of the five Nordic
countries, Denmark, Finland, Iceland, Norway and Sweden. NDF capital totals SDR
515m. and €330m. Credits are offered to developing countries, with poorer African,
Asian and Latin American countries taking priority.

Address: Fabianinkatu 34, PO Box 185, FIN-00171 Helsinki, Finland.
Website: http://www.ndf.fi
e-mail: info.ndf@ndf.fi
President: Jens Lund Sørensen (Denmark).

NORDIC INVESTMENT BANK (NIB)
The Nordic Investment Bank, which commenced operations in Aug. 1976, is a
multilateral financial institution owned by Denmark, Estonia, Finland, Iceland,
Latvia, Lithuania, Norway and Sweden. It finances public and private projects both
within and outside the Nordic area. Priority is given to projects furthering economic
co-operation between the member countries or improving the environment. Focal
points include the neighbouring areas of the member countries. 

Address: Fabianinkatu 34, PO Box 249, FI-00171 Helsinki, Finland.
Website: http://www.nib.int
e-mail: info@nib.int
President: Johnny Åkerholm (Finland).

COUNCIL OF THE BALTIC SEA STATES
Established in 1992 in Copenhagen following a conference of ministers of foreign
affairs.

Members. Denmark, Estonia, Finland, Germany, Iceland, Latvia, Lithuania, Norway,
Poland, Russia, Sweden and the European Commission.

Aims. To promote co-operation in the Baltic Sea region in the field of trade,
investment and economic exchanges, combating organized crime, civil security,
culture and education, transport and communication, energy and environment,
human rights and assistance to democratic institutions. 

The Council meets at ministerial level once a year, chaired by rotating foreign
ministers; it is the supreme decision-making body. Between annual sessions the
Committee of Senior Officials and three working groups meet at regular intervals.
In Oct. 1999 ministers of energy of the CBSS member states agreed to achieve the
goal of creating effective, economically and environmentally sound and more
integrated energy systems in the Baltic Sea region. Five summits at the level of
heads of government of CBSS member states and the President of the European
Commission have taken place; in 1996, 1998, 2000, 2002 and 2004. The Baltic
Sea Region Energy Cooperation (BASREC) is made up of energy ministers from
the region and is chaired by the energy minister from the chair country of the
CBSS.

Official language: English.
CBSS Secretariat: Strömsborg, PO Box 2010, S-103 11 Stockholm, Sweden.
Website: http://www.cbss.st
Director of the Secretariat: Hannu Halinen (Finland).
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