
exploration contracts with seven contractors who have submitted plans of work for
deep seabed exploration. These are: Institut Français de Recherche pour
l’Exploitation de la Mer (IFREMER) and Association Française pour l’Etude de la
Recherche des Nodules (AFERNOD), France; Deep Ocean Resources Development
Co. Ltd (DORD), Japan; State Enterprise Yuzhmorgeologiya, Russian Federation;
China Ocean Minerals Research and Development Association (COMRA);
Interoceanmetal Joint Organization (IOM), a consortium sponsored by Bulgaria,
Cuba, Czech Republic, Poland, Russian Federation and Slovakia; the government
of South Korea; and the government of India.

Between 1998 and 2002 the ISA organized five workshops: the development of
guidelines for the assessment of the possible environmental impacts arising from
exploration for polymetallic nodules; proposed technologies for deep seabed mining
of polymetallic nodules; the available knowledge on mineral resources other than
polymetallic nodules in the deep seabed; a standardized system of data interpretation;
prospects for international collaboration in marine environmental research. The
workshop which was held in 2003 had as its objective the establishment of a
programme to develop a geologic model of the Clarion-Clipperton Fracture Zone 
in the Pacific Ocean. While continuing to develop a database on polymetallic 
nodules (POLYDAT), the Authority has also made significant progress towards 
the establishment of a central data repository for all marine minerals in the deep
seabed.

Headquarters: 14–20 Port Royal St., Kingston, Jamaica.
Website: http://www.isa.org.jm
Secretary-General: Satya N. Nandan (Fiji Islands). 

Publications. Handbook 2002; plus selected decisions and documents from the Authority’s
sessions; various others.

INTERNATIONAL TRIBUNAL FOR THE LAW
OF THE SEA (ITLOS)

The International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea (ITLOS), founded in Oct. 1996
and based in Hamburg, adjudicates on disputes relating to the interpretation and
application of the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea. The
Convention gives the Tribunal jurisdiction to resolve a variety of international law
of the sea disputes such as the delimitation of maritime zones, fisheries, navigation
and the protection of the marine environment. Its Seabed Disputes Chamber has
compulsory jurisdiction to resolve disputes amongst States, the International Seabed
Authority, companies and private individuals, arising out of the exploitation of the
deep seabed. The Tribunal also has compulsory jurisdiction in certain instances to
protect the rights of parties to a dispute or to prevent serious harm to the marine
environment, and over the prompt release of arrested vessels and their crews upon
the deposit of a security. The jurisdiction of the Tribunal also extends to all matters
specifically provided for in any other agreement which confers jurisdiction on the
Tribunal. The Tribunal is composed of 21 judges, elected by signatories from five
world regional blocs: five each from Africa and Asia; four from Western Europe
and other States; four from Latin America and the Caribbean; and three from Eastern
Europe. The judges serve a term of nine years, with one third of the judges’ terms
expiring every three years.

Headquarters: Am Internationalen Seegerichtshof 1, D-22609 Hamburg,
Germany.
Website: http://www.itlos.org
Registrar: Philippe Gautier (Belgium).
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