INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS

DANUBE COMMISSION
History and Membership. The Danube Commission was constituted in 1949
according to the Convention on the regulation of shipping on the Danube signed in
Belgrade on 18 Aug. 1948. The Belgrade Convention, amended by the Additional
Protocol of 26 March 1998, declares that navigation on the Danube from Kelheim
to the Black Sea (with access to the sea through the Sulina arm and the Sulina
Canal) is equally free and open to the nationals, merchant shipping and merchandise
of all states as to harbour and navigation fees as well as conditions of merchant
navigation. The Commission holds annual sessions and is composed of one
representative from each of its 11 member countries: Austria, Bulgaria, Croatia,
Germany, Hungary, Moldova, Romania, Russia, Serbia and Montenegro, Slovakia
and Ukraine.
Functions. To ensure that the provisions of the Belgrade Convention are carried out;
to establish a uniform buoying system on all navigable waterways; to establish the
basic regulations for navigation on the river and ensure facilities for shipping; to
co-ordinate the regulations for river, customs and sanitation control as well as the
hydrometeorological service; to collect relevant statistical data concerning
navigation on the Danube; to propose measures for the prevention of pollution of
the Danube caused by navigation; and to harmonize regulations of the Danube
Commission member states with European Union regulations on inland waterway
navigation.
Official languages. German, French, Russian.
Headquarters: Benczúr utca 25, H-1068 Budapest, Hungary.
e-mail: Secretariat@danubecom-intern.org
President: Dr Stanko Nick (Croatia).
Director-General: Capt. Danail Nedialkov (Bulgaria).

THE COMMONWEALTH
The Commonwealth is a free association of sovereign independent states. It
numbered 53 members in 2003. With a membership of 1·7bn. people, it represents
over 30% of the world’s population. There is no charter, treaty or constitution; the
association is expressed in co-operation, consultation and mutual assistance for
which the Commonwealth Secretariat is the central co-ordinating body.
Origin. The Commonwealth was first defined by the Imperial Conference of 1926
as a group of ‘autonomous Communities within the British Empire, equal in status,
in no way subordinate one to another in any aspect of their domestic or external
affairs, though united by a common allegiance to the Crown, and freely associated
as members of the British Commonwealth of Nations’. The basis of the association
changed from one owing allegiance to a common Crown, and the modern
Commonwealth was born in 1949 when the member countries accepted India’s
intention of becoming a republic at the same time as continuing ‘her full membership
of the Commonwealth of Nations and her acceptance of the King as the symbol of
the free association of its independent member nations and as such the Head of the
Commonwealth’. In 2003 the Commonwealth consisted of 32 republics and 21
monarchies, of which 16 are Queen’s realms. All acknowledge the Queen
symbolically as Head of the Commonwealth. The Queen’s legal title rests on the
statute of 12 and 13 Will. III, c. 3, by which the succession to the Crown of Great
Britain and Ireland was settled on the Princess Sophia of Hanover and the ‘heirs of
her body being Protestants’.
A number of territories, formerly under British jurisdiction or mandate, did not
join the Commonwealth: Egypt, Iraq, Transjordan, Burma (now Myanmar),
Palestine, Sudan, British Somaliland and Aden. Five countries, Ireland in 1948,
South Africa in 1961, Pakistan in 1972, Fiji (now Fiji Islands) in 1987 and
Zimbabwe in 2003 have left the Commonwealth. Pakistan was re-admitted to the
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