
INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS 

worldwide. lATA is the successor to the International Air Traffic Association, 
founded in the Hague in 1919, the year of the world's first international scheduled 
services. 

Main offices: lATA Centre, Route de l'Aeroport 33, PO Box 416, CH-I215 
Geneva, Switzerland. 800 Place Victoria, PO Box 113, Montreal, Quebec, Canada 
H4Z 1M!. 77 Robinson Road, #05-00 SIA Building, Singapore 068896. 
Website: http://www.iata.org 
Director-General: Pierre Jeanniot (France). 

INTERNATIONAL ROAD FEDERATION 
(IRF) 

The IRF is a non-profit, non-political service organization whose purpose is to 
encourage better road and transportation systems worldwide and to help apply 
technology and management practices to give maximum economic and social 
returns from national road investments. 

Founded following the second world war, over the years the IRF has led major 
global road infrastructure developments, including achieving 1,000 km of new roads 
in Mexico in the 1950s, and promoting the Pan-American Highway linking North 
and South America. It publishes World Road Statistics, as well as road research 
studies, including a 140-country inventory of road and transport research in co
operation with the US Bureau of Public Roads. 

Headquarters: 2 chemin de Blandonnet, CH-1214 Vernier/GE, Switzerland. 
Website: http://www.irfnet.org 
Director General: Wim Westerhuis (Netherlands). 

INTERNATIONAL CONFEDERATION OF 
FREE TRADE UNIONS (ICFTU) 

Origin. The founding congress of the ICFTU was held in London in Dec. 1949 
following the withdrawal of some Western trade unions from the World Federation 
of Trade Unions (WFTU), which had come under Communist control. The 
constitution, as amended, provides for co-operation with the UN and the ILO, and 
for regional organizations to promote free trade unionism, especially in developing 
countries. By Nov. 2001 the ICFTU represented some 157m. workers across 225 
national trade union centres in 148 countries. 
Aims. The ICFTU aims to promote the interests of working people and to secure 
recognition of workers' organizations as free bargaining agents; to reduce the gap 
between rich and poor; and to defend fundamental human and trade union rights. In 
1996 it campaigned for the adoption by the WTO of a social clause, with legally 
binding minimum labour standards. 
Organization. The Congress meets every four years. The 17th Annual World 
Congress was held in Durban in April 2000. It elects the General Secretary and an 
Executive Board of 53 members nominated on an area basis for a four-year period. 
Five seats are reserved for women, nominated by the Women's Committee, and one 
reserved for a representative of young workers. The Board meets at least once a 
year. Various committees cover economic and social policy, violation of trade union 
and other human rights, trade union co-operation projects and also the 
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