
INTERNA nONAL ORGANIZA nONS 

MEDECINS SANS FRONTIERES (MSF) 
Origin. Medecins sans Frontieres was established on 20 Dec. 1971 by a group of 
French doctors. MSF has offices in 20 countries and provides emergency medical 
assistance to more than 80 countries. 
Functions. MSF was the first non-military, non-governmental organization to 
specialize in international humanitarian aid and emergency medical assistance. MSF 
is dedicated to rectifying what it perceives as the shortcomings of international aid 
agencies who, it believes, offer too little medical assistance and are overly reticent in 
the face of legal and administrative obstacles. MSF works in countries where health 
structures are insufficient, collaborating with authorities such as the Ministry of 
Health to provide assistance. MSF works in rehabilitation of hospitals and 
dispensaries, vaccination programmes and water and sanitation projects. MSF also 
works in remote health care centres, slum areas and provides training of local 
personnel with the objective of rebuilding health structures to acceptable levels. 

Headquarters: MSF International Office, Rue de la Tourelle 39, B-1040 Brussels, 
Belgium. 
Website: http://www.msf.org 
Secretary General: Rafael Vilasan Juan. 
President: Dr Morten Rostrup (Norway). 

AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL (AI) 
Origin. Founded in 1961 by British lawyer Peter Beneson as a one-year campaign 
for the release of prisoners of conscience, Amnesty International has grown to 
become a worldwide organization, winning the Nobel Peace Prize in 1977. As 
defined by AI, 'prisoners of conscience' are people imprisoned solely because of 
their political or religious beliefs, gender, or their racial or ethnic origin, who have 
neither used nor advocated violence. The organization's mandate is based on the 
United Nations Universal Declaration of Human Rights. 

AI has over 1m. members, subscribers and regular donors in more than 100 
countries. The organization is governed by a nine-member International Executive 
Committee (lEe). It comprises eight volunteer members elected every two years by 
an International Council comprising representatives of the worldwide movement, 
and an elected member of the International Secretariat. During the 12 months to 31 
March 1998 the International Secretariat had expenditure of £ 16,312,000. 

Each year, AI produces a global report detailing human rights violations in all 
regions of the world. The 200 I report, which detailed abuses during 2000, included 
the fact that executions were carried out in 61 countries, people were arbitrarily 
arrested and detained, or in detention without charge or trial in 72 countries, and in 
125 countries people were reportedly tortured or ill-treated by security forces, police 
or other state authorities. 

International Secretariat: 99-119 Rosebery Avenue, London EC I R 3 RE, UK. 
Website: http://www.amnesty.org 
Secretary General: Irene Khan (Bangladesh). 

ORGANIZATION FOR THE 
PROHIBITION OF CHEMICAL 

WEAPONS (OPCW) 
The OPCW is responsible for the implementation of the Chemical Weapons 
Convention (CWe), which became effective on 29 April 1997. The principal organ 
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