
INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS 

established in 1994 as a building block for the African Economic Community and 
replaces the Preferential Trade Area for Eastern and Southern Africa, which had 
been in existence since 1981. In 1999 Tanzania declared its intention to quit but its 
decision was not approved. 
Membership. Angola, Burundi, Comoros, Democratic Republic of Congo, Djibouti, 
Egypt, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Kenya, Madagascar, Malawi, Mauritius, Namibia, Rwanda, 
Seychelles, Sudan, Swaziland, Tanzania, Uganda, Zambia and Zimbabwe. 
Objectil'es. To establish a Free Trade Area by 2000 by eliminating tariff and non
tanff barriers to intra-COMES A Trade; to establish a Customs Union with Common 
External Tariff by 2004. 
Actil'ities. COMESA is already on its way to achieving a Free Trade Area and a 
Customs Union. By 1999, 8 of its Member States had reduced their tariffs by 80%, 
another 4 members had reduced by 60-70%. All Member States were committed to 
reducing their tariffs to zero by 2000. Currently, the conventional non-tariff barriers 
(quantitative restrictions, licensing, import permits and restrictive foreign exchange 
controls) have been largely eliminated. As a result of trade liberalization and 
transport facilitation measures taken by COMESA, Intra-COMESA trade is now 
growing at the rate of 15% while overall trade has been growing at about 10%. 
Furthermore, the cost of transporting goods within the region has reduced by about 
25%. 

In addition to creating the policy environment for freeing trade, COMESA has 
also created specialized institutions like the Trade and Development Bank of Eastern 
and Southern Africa, the Re-Insurance Company, the Clearing House and the Court 
of Justice, to provide the required financial infrastructure and service support. 

Headquarters: COMESA Secretariat, COMES A Centre, Ben Bella Road, PO Box 
30051, 1010 I Lusaka, Zambia. 
Secretary Gelleral: Erastus Mwencha (Kenya). 
Website:' http;//www.comesa.int 

SOUTHERN AFRICAN DEVELOPMENT 
COMMUNITY (SADC) 

Histon and Membership. The Declaration and Treaty establishing the SADC was 
signed' at the summit of heads of state or government on 17 July 1992 in Windhoek, 
Namibia. It replaces the South African Development Co-ordination Conference 
(SADCC), established in 1980 on the adoption of the Lusaka Declaration to reduce 
the region's economic dependence on South Africa and combat the effects of 
sanctions. 
Members. The 10 founder member countries are Angola, Botswana, Lesotho, 
Malawi, Mozambique, Namibia, Swaziland, Tanzania, Zambia and Zimbabwe. 
South Africa joined in 1994; Mauritius in 1995. Each member state has 
responsibility for co-ordinating a sector or sectors on behalf of all other members. 
Aims and Activities. To promote economic integration and strengthen regional 
solidarity, peace and secunty. The founding treaty provides for the establishment of 
an arbitration tribunal. 

At the Johannesburg summit in Aug. 1995, an agreement was reached committing 
members to the shanng of water resources. A treaty to eliminate internal trade 
barriers by 2000 was also drawn up; and in 1994 SADC ministers of defence 
meeting in Arusha, Tanzania, approved the establishment of a regional rapid 
deployment peacekeeping force to contain regional conflicts or civil unrest in 
member states. 

Official languages. English, Portuguese. 
Headquarters: Private Bag 0095, Gaborone, Botswana. 
Executive Secretary: Kaire Mbuende (Namibia). 
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