
ANT ARCTIC TREATY 

ORGANIZATION FOR THE PROHIBITION 
OF CHEMICAL WEAPONS (OPCW) 

The OPcw is responsible for the implementation of the Chemical Weapons 
Convention (Cwq, wh ich became effective on 29 April 1997. The principal organ of 
the OPCW is the Conference of the States Parties, composed of all the members of 
the organization. 

Given the relative simplicity of producing chemical warfare agents, the verificatioo 
pmvisions of the CWC are far-reaching. The routine monitoring regime involves 
submission by States Parties of initial and annual declarations to the OPCW, initial 
visits and systernatic inspections of declared weapons storage, production and 
destruction facilities. VeriflCation is also applied to chemical industry facilities which 
produce, process or consume, above certain thresholds, chemicals listed in the three 
Schedules of the Convention. 

Headquarters: Johan de Wittlaan 32, 3517 JR The Hague, The Netherlands. 
Website: http://www.opcw.org 

ANT ARCTIC TREA TY 
Antarctica is an island continent some 15·5m. sq. km in area which lies almost 
entirely within the Antarctic Circle. Its surface is composed of an ice sheet over rock, 
and it is uninhabited except for research and other workers in the course of duty. It is 
in general ownerless: for countries with territorial claims, see ARGENTINA; 
AUSTRALlA: Australian Antarctic Territory; CHILE; FRANCE: Southern and 
Antarctic Territories; NEW ZEALAND: Ross Dependency; NORWAY: Queen Maud 
Land; UNITED KINGDOM: British Antarctic Territory. 

12 countries which had maintained research stations in Antarctica during 
International Geophysical Year, 1957-58 (Argentina, Australia, Belgium, Chile, 
France, Japan, New Zealand, Norway, South Africa, the USSR, the UK and the USA) 
signed the Antarctic Treaty (Washington Treaty) on IDee. 1959. Austria, Brazil, 
Bulgaria, Canada, China, Colombia, Cuba, Czechoslovakia, Denmark, Ecuador, 
Finland, Germany, Greece, Hungary, In dia, Italy, South Korea, North Korea, the 
Netherlands, Papua New Guinea, Peru, Poland, Romania, Spain, Sweden, 
Switzerland and Uruguay have subsequently acceded to the Treaty. The Treaty 
reserves the Antarctic area south of 60" S. lat. for peaceful purposes, provides for 
international co-operation in scientific investigation and research, and preserves, for 
the duration of the Treaty, the status quo with regard to territorial sovereignty, rights 
and claims. The Treaty entered into force on 23 June 1961. The 39 nations party to 
the Treaty (26 full voting signatories and 13 adherents) meet biennially. Decisions 
taken by the signatories of the 1959 Washington Treaty must be unanimous. 

An agreement reached in Madrid in April 1991 and signed by all 39 parties in Oct. 
imposes a ban on mineral exploitation in Antarctica for 50 years, at the end of which 
any one of the 26 voting parties may request a review conference. After this the ban 
may be lifted by agreement of three quarters of the nations then voting, which must 
include the present 26. The agreement demilitarizes the continent, establishes the 
right to scientific research for all countries and creates a procedure for monitoring the 
environment. 
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