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* By applying these principles strictly, the ICRC is able to act as an intermediary 
between the parties to armed conflict and to promote dialogue in situations of internal 
violence, with a view to finding solutions for matters of humanitarian concern. 

* Through its work, the ICRC helps to prevent the worsening of crises and even at 
times to resolve them. 

* The ICRC systematically reminds all military and civilian authorities direetly 
involved in armed conflict or internal violence of their obligations under international 
humanitarian law and the other humanitarian rules by which they are bound. 

* The ICRC has the duty to remind a11 States of their colleetive obligation to ensure 
respect for international humanitarian law. 

* In all societies and cultures, the ICRC endeavours to promote international 
humanitarian law and the fundamental human values underlying the law. 

* As the founding member of the International Red Cross and Red Crescent 
Movement, the ICRC directs and co-ordinates the international work of the 
Movement's components in connection with armed conflict and internal violence. 

* The ICRC gives priority to co-operation with the National Red Cross and Red 
Crescent Societies and their Federation. It acts in consultation with all other 
organizations involved in humanitarian work. 
Finance. The ICRC relies for its financing on voluntary contributions from 
signatories to the Geneva Conventions, supranational organizations such as the 
European Union; and public and private sourees. To obtain the neeessary funding the 
ICRC launches annual appeals. 

In 1997, the ICRC maintained a permanent presence in 54 countries but conducted 
operations in around 80. It also stepped up its drive to raise awareness of the banning 
of landmines, lobbying at international, national and regional levels. 

Headquarters: 19 avenue de la Paix, CH-1202 Geneva, Switzerland. 
Website: http://www.icrc.ch 

Further Reading 
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AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL (AI) 
Origin: Founded in 1961 by British lawyer Peter Beneson as a I-year campaign for 
the release of prisoners of conscience, Amnesty International has grown to beeome a 
worldwide organization, winning the Nobel Peace Prize in 1977. As defined by AI, 
'prisoners of conscience' are people imprisoned solely beeause of their political or 
religious beliefs, gender, or their racial or ethnic origin, who have neither used nor 
advocated violence. The organization's mandate is based on the United Nations 
Universal Declaration ofHuman Rights. 

AI has over Im. members, subscribers and regular donors in more than 100 
countries. The organization is governed by a 9-member International Exeeutive 
Committee (1EC). It comprises 8 volunteer members eleeted every 2 years by an 
International Council comprising representatives of the worldwide movement, and an 
elected member of the International Seeretarial. Ouring the 12 months to 31 March 
1998 the International Seeretariat had expenditure of {16,3 I 2,000. 

Each year, AI produces agiobaI report detailing human rights violations in all 
regions of the world. The 1998 report, which detailed abuses during 1997, included 
the fact that exeeutions were carried out in 40 countries, people were arbitrarily 
arrested and detained, or in detention without charge or trial in 53 countries, and in 
117 countries people were reportedly tortured or iIl-treated by seeurity forces, police 
or other state authorities. 

International Secretariat: 99-119 Rosebery Avenue, London, ECIR 3RE, UK. 
Website: http://www.amnesty.org 
Secretary General: Pierre Sane. 
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