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LAKE CHAD BASIN COMMISSION 
Established by a Convention and Statute signed on 22 May 1964 by Cameroon, 
Chad, Niger and Nigeria, and later by the Central African Republic, to regulate and 
control utilization of the water and other natural resources in the Basin; to initiate, 
promote and co-ordinate natural resources development projects and research within 
the Basin area; and to examine complaints and promote settlement of disputes, with a 
view to promoting regional co-operation. 

In Dcc. 1977, at Enugu in Nigeria, the 3rd summit of heads of state of the 
commission signed the protocol tor the Harmonization of the Regulations Relating to 
Fauna and Flora in member countries, and adopted plans for the multidonor approach 
towards major integrated development for the conventional basin. An international 
campaign to save Lake Chad following areport on the environmental degradation of 
the conventional basin was launched by heads of state at the 8th summit of the 
Commission in Abuja in March 1994. 

The Commission operates an annual budget of CFA 400m., and rcceives assistance 
from various international and donor agencies including the FAO, and UN 
Development and Environment Programmes. 

Headquarters: BP 727, N'Djamena, Chad. 
Executive Secretary: Bobboi lauro. 

WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 
The World Council of Churches was formally constituted on 23 Aug. 1948 in 
Amsterdam. Today, member churches number over 330 from more than 100 
countries. 
Origin. The World Council was founded by the coming together of diverse Christian 
movements, including the overseas mission groups gathered from 1921 in the 
International Missionary Council, the Faith and Order Movement founded by 
American Episcopal Bishop Charles Brent, and the Life and Work Movement led by 
Swedish Lutheran Archbishop Nathan Söderblom. On 13 May 1938, at Utrecht, a 
provisional committee was appointed to prepare for the formation of a World Council 
of Churches, under the chairmanship of William Temple, then Archbishop of Y ork. 
Membership. The basis of membership (1975) states: 'The World Council of 
Churches is a fellowship of Churches which confess the Lord Jesus Christ as God 
and Saviour according to the Scriptures and therefore seek to fulfil together their 
common calling to the glory of the one God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.' 
Membership is open to Churches which express their agreement with this basis and 
satisfy such criteria as the Assembly or Central Committee may prescribe. Today, 
more than 330 Churches of Protestant, Anglican, Orthodox, Old Catholic and 
Pentecostal contCssions belong to this fellowship. 

Activities. WCC programmes are organized by a range of supervisory committees 
drawn from member churches. The 4 programme units are: Unity and Renewal; 
Churches in Mission: Health, Education Witness; Justice, Peace and Creation; and 
Sharing and Service. 

[n Aug. 1997, the WCC launched a Peace to the City campaign, as the initial focus 
of a programme to overcome violence in troubled cities. 

Organization. The governing body of the World Council, consisting of delegates 
specially appointed by the member Churches, is the Assembly, which meets every 7 
or 8 years to frame policy. It has no legislative powers and depends for the 
implementation of its decisions upon the action of member Churches. The 8th 
Assembly in Harare, in 1998, had as its theme, 'Turn to God, Rejoice in Hope'. A 
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