
INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS 

housing, transport, social affairs, youth and sports, health, environment, 
telecommunications and electricity), and a permanent secretariat. On the Council 
each state has I vote. Councils may meet in any of the Arab capitals. Its functions 
include mediation in disputes between members or a member and a country outside 
the League. The Secretariat is the executive organ of the Council and ministerial 
councils. There are also 22 specialized agencies. 

The League is considered to be a regional organization within the framework of the 
United Nations at wh ich its Secretary-General is an observer. It has permanent 
delegations in New York and Geneva for the UN, in Addis Ababa for the 
Organization of African Unity (OAU), as weil as offices in Bonn, Vienna, Brussels, 
Athens, Madrid, Washington D.C., New Delhi, Beijing, Moscow, Rome, London and 
Paris. 

Headquarters: Al Tahrir Square, Cairo, Egypt. 
Secretary-General: Ahmed Esmat Abdel-Meguid (Egypt). 
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GULF CO-OPERATION COUNCIL (CCG) 
Origin. Also referred to as the Cooperation Council for the Arab States of the Gulf 
(CCASG), the Council was established on 25 May 1981 on signature of the Charter 
by Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates. 
Aims. To assure security and stability of the region through economic and political 
co-operation; promote, expand and enhance economic ties on solid foundations, in the 
best interests of the people; co-ordinate and unify economic, financial and monetary 
policies, as weil as commercial and industrial legislation and customs regulations; 
achieve self-sufficiency in basic foodstuffs. 

In Iune 1997 the 6 member states, together with Egypt and Syria, agreed to 
consolidate national markets into a larger regional market by the abolition of national 
tariffs and the adoption of a minimum and maximum customs duties on non-national 
products imported from outside the region. 
Organization. The Supreme Council is formed by the heads of member states and is 
the highest authority. Its presidency rotates, based on the alphabeticalorder of the 
names of the member states. It holds I regular session every year. The Cooperation 
Council has a commission, called 'Commission for the Settlement of Disputes', which 
is attached to the Supreme Council. The Ministerial Council is formed of the Foreign 
Ministers of the member states or other delegated ministers and meets quarterly. The 
Secretariat -General is composed of Secretary-General, Assistant Secretaries-General 
and a number of staff as required. The Secretariat consists of the following sectors: 
Political Affairs, Military Affairs, Economic Affairs, Information Centre, Information 
Department, Secretary-General's Office, GCC Delegation in Brussels, Technical 
Telecommunications Bureau in Bahrain. 
Finance. The annual budget of the GCC Secretariat is shared equally by the 6 
member states. 

Headquarters: P.O. Box 7153, Riyadh-11462, Saudi Arabia. 
Secretary-Gelleral: HE Shaikh Iamillbrahim Alhejailan (Saudi Arabia). 

Publicatiolls. GCC News (monthly. in English); Auaawull (quarterly, in Arabic); GCe 
Ecollomic Bulletin (annu<!I). 
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