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It does not represent those peoples; rather it assists and empowers them to repre
sent themselves more effectively. To this end, it provides professional services and 
facilities as well as education and training in the fields of diplomacy, international 
and human rights law, democratic processes and institutIOn building, conflict 
management and resolution, and environmental protection. The Organization is 
funded by members, private foundations and voluntary contributions. 

By Jan. 1998, 5 fonner members of UNPO (Annenia, Belau, Estonia, Georgia and 
Latvia) subsequently achieved full independence and gained representation in the 
UN. 

Headquarters: 40A Javastraat, NL-2585 AP The Hague, Netherlands. 
Website: http://www.unpo.ee. 
General Secretary: Michael van Walt. 

INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATION FOR 
MIGRATION (10M) 
Established in Brussels in 1951 to help solve European population and refugee prob
lems though migration, and to stimulate the creation of new economic opportunities 
in countries lacking certain manpower. 10M is committed to the principle that 
humane and orderly migration benefits migrants and society. 
Members. Albania, Angola, Argentina, Annenia, Australia, Austria, Bangladesh, 
Belgium, Bolivia, Bulgaria, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Croatia, Cyprus, 
Czech Republic, Denmark, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Egypt, El Salvador, 
Finland, France, Gennany, Greece, Guatemala, Haiti , Honduras, Hungary, Israel , 
Italy, Japan, Kenya, Liberia, Luxembourg, Netherlands, Nicaragua, Norway, 
Pakistan, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Philippines, Poland, Portugal, Republic of Korea, 
Senegal, Slovak Republic, Sri Lanka, Sweden, Switzerland, Tajikistan, Thailand, 
Uganda, USA, Uruguay, Venezuela and Zambia. A further 48 governments and a 
large number of government agencies and NGOs have observer status. 
Activities. As an intergovernmental body, 10M acts with its partners in the interna
tional community to: assist in meeting the operational challenges of migration; 
advance understanding of migration issues; encourage social and economic develop
ment through migration; work towards effective respect of human dignity and the 
wellbeing of migrants. Since 1952 the 10M has assisted over 10m. refugees and 
migrants. The operational budget for 1997 was US$238'1 m. 

Headquarters: Route des MoriIIons 17, POB 71 , 1211 Geneva 19, Switzerland. 
Website: http://www.iom.ch. 
Director-General: James N. Purcell Jr (USA). 

WORLD CUSTOMS ORGANIZATION 
Established in 1952 as the Customs Co-operation Council, the World Customs 
Organization is an intergovernmental body with worldwide membership, whose 
mission it is to enhance the effectiveness and efficiency of customs administrations 
throughout the world. In Jan. 1998 it had 145 member countries or territories. 

Headquarters: Rue de I'lndustrie 26-38, B-1040 Brussels, Belgium. 
Secretary-General: J. W. Shaver (US). 

INTERNATIONAL MOBILE SATELLITE 
ORGANIZATION (INMARSAT) 
Founded in 1979 to provide worldwide communication for commercial, distress and 
safety applications at sea, in 1985 its operating agreement was amended to include 
aeronautical communications, and in 1988 this was further extended to allow for the 
provision of global land-mobile communications. In Jan. 1998 it had 79 
member countries. 
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