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Priorities include: development of infrastructure capacities in the fields of trans
port, telecommunications, irrigation and energy; development of trade and invest
ment-generating activities; development of the agricultural sector to enhance pro
duction for domestic consumption and export; sustainable development of forestry 
resources and development of mineral resources; development of the industrial 
sector especially small to medium enterprises; development of tourism; human 
resource development and support for training; co-operation in the fields of science 
and technology. 
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SOUTH ASIAN ASSOCIATION FOR 
REGIONAL CO-OPERATION (SAARC) 
SAARC was established to accelerate the process of economic and social develop
ment in member states through joint action in agreed areas of co-operation. The 
Foreign Ministers of the 7 member c:ountries met for the first time in New Delhi in 
Aug. 1983 and adopted the Declaration on South Asian Regional Co-operation 
whereby an Integrated Programme of Action (IPA) was launched. The charter estab
lishing SAARC was adopted at the fi.rst summit meeting in Dhaka in Dec. 1985. 

Members. Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan, Sri Lanka. 

Objectives. To promote the welfare of the peoples of South Asia; to accelerate 
economic growth, social progress and cultural development; to promote and 
strengthen collective self-reliance among members; to promote active collaboration 
and mutual assistance in the economil;, social, cultural, technical and scientific fields; 
to strengthen co-operation with other developing countries, and among themselves 
through international forums on matters of common interest. 

Co-operation within the framework is based on respect for the principles of 
sovereign equality, territorial integrity, political independence, non-interference in 
the internal affairs of other states; and mutual benefit. Agreed areas of co-operation 
include the eradication of poverty by the year 2002 through an Agenda of Action 
plan. A 3-tier mechanism has been put in place towards the implementation of this 
goal. 

Members signed a Preferential Trading Agreement (SAPTA) on 7 Dec. 1995 and 
are working towards the realization of a South Asian Free Trade Area by 2000, and 
no later than 2005. 

Organization. The highest authority of the Association rests with the heads of state or 
government. The Council of Foreign Ministers, which meets twice a year, is respon
sible for formulating policy, reviewing progress and deciding on new areas of 
co-operation and the mechanisms deemed necessary for that. The Council is sup
ported by a Standing Committee of Foreign Secretaries, and by 2 other committees, 
the Programming Committee and the Technical Committee. There is a secretariat in 
Kathmandu, headed by a Secretary-General, who is assisted in his work by 
7 Directors, I from each member state. 

Decisions at all levels are taken on the basis of unanimity. Bilateral and 
contentious issues are excluded from deliberations. 

Headquarters: PO Box 4222, Kathmandu, Nepal. 

THE LEAGUE OF ARAB STATES 
Origin. The League of Arab States is a voluntary association of sovereign Arab states, 
established by a Pact signed in Cairo on 22 March 1945 by the representatives of 
Egypt, Iraq, Saudi Arabia, Syria, Lebanon, Jordan and Yemen. It seeks to promote 
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