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PREFACE

Mites and ticks are important constraints to agriculture and livestock production in Africa.
Acarologists across the continent have worked on the taxonomy and biology of mites and
ticks as well as strategies to control them for many years. However, until recently there has

been only very limited collaboration and no forum for scientific exchange on acarology in Africa. In
1998, a group of South African acarologists took the initiative and organised the First African Acarology
Symposium in Pretoria. On this occasion the African Acarology Association was founded and it was
agreed to hold regular symposia.

The Second African Acarology Symposium was hosted by the African Acarology Association (AAA)
and the Association of Kenyan Acarologists (AKA) at the International Centre of Insect Physiology and
Ecology (ICIPE), Nairobi in December 2001. About 50 scientists in various disciplines related to mites
and ticks from Africa, Europe and South America came together to exchange ideas and share research
findings in more than 40 contributions. This special issue of Insect Science and Its Application contains
selected papers presented during that symposium, covering a wide range of research on mites and
ticks including biology, dispersal and control strategies.

We thank all the acarologists who participated and presented their work at this symposium and all
colleagues who reviewed manuscripts and made valuable comments. We also greatly appreciate the
assistance of ICIPE in hosting and organising the symposium and the support provided by the Technical
Centre of Agricultural and Rural Cooperation (CTA) and the German Academic Exchange Service
(DAAD) for some participants.

We hope that the readership of this special issue will find it to be a valuable contribution to acarological
research in Africa and beyond, and that it will stimulate discussion and cooperation among acarologists
in Africa.

Markus Knapp, Secretary
Second African Acarology Symposium


