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BOOK REVIEW 

Blackflies: The Future for Biological Methods in Inte
grated Control. Ed. by LAIRD M. xiv + 400 PP" Aca
demic Press, London, 1981, £28.20 (U.K.) ($58.00). 

The book, sponsored by the International Development 
Research Centre (IDRC), Canada, gives a comprehensive 
review of blackfly (Diptera: Simuliidae) biology and con
trol. Leading specialists in all fields related to blackfly 
problems have contributed to this book. 

The 27 articles contributed are grouped in eight sections. 
The first section, systematics, includes five articles on the 
taxonomy and geographical distribution of Simuliidae. 
Articles with an emphasis on cytotaxonomy and means of 
separating siblings of the Simulium damnosum complex are 
important parts of this section. Geographical distributions 
of members of the S. damnosum complex are shown in a set 
of maps of West Africa; unfortunately the dates of the set 
of maps are not shown. The second section, six articles, 
deals with past and present experiences of control methods 
using synthetic organic chemical pesticides from the Volta 
River Basin to the U.S.S.R. to the Americas. 

The third and last sections of the book are definitely the 
most important ones with articles dealing with parasites, 
predators and pathogens of blackflies and mass production 
of parasites and pathogens respectively. Particular 
emphasis is put on those based on mass production of new 
biological control agents. The importance of an integrated 
control strategy combining maximum effectiveness and 
ecological selectivity is given serious consideration. 

Section four provides a short article on blackfly physi
ology. Obviously, not a whole lot of information is avail-

able in this area particularly because of the absence of a 
good colony until very recently. Efforts in colonization of 
blackflies are described under Section seven which includes 
two articles. 

The section on ecology (Section five) deals with the bio
nomics of larvae and adults, and hydro chemical and 
physical characteristics of larval sites in four articles. Trap
ping technology and sampling methods of blackflies are 
discussed in details in two articles under trapping tech
nology (Section six). 

The list of references (including some as recent as 1980) 
at the end of the book is very useful. A glossary of abbre
viatjons used in the book as well as an index are also 
included at the end. 

The authors have produced a comprehensive and con
sistent account of the most important aspects of the bio
logy and control of blackflies, which contains a thorough 
description of biological control strategies relating particu
larly to the question of environment. The book will serve 
as a good reference work not only to medical entomolo
gists, but also to parasitologists, public health professionals 
and pest and vector management personnel who are par
ticularly concerned with the question of environmental im
pact of pest control strategies. 
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