
Editorial

When the long-standing editor-in-chief of Mamma-
lian Biology (formerly Zeitschrift für Säugetierkunde)
Dieter Kruska, Kiel, along with Peter Langer, Gießen,
decided to retire from editorial duties in September 2006
it became immediately clear to the board of the society
that not only the editors, but the whole system of editing
and peer reviewing had to be replaced. Over the past
decades research on mammals has witnessed a dramatic
increase of approaches and methodologies applied that,
however dedicated and highly engaged they were,
rendered a scientific advisory board of about 10 persons
far too limited to ensure rapid and detailed judgements
upon each and every manuscript submitted. Moreover,
the flow of information had to be speeded up and postal
fees had to be reduced. Also, the editorial load had to be
split in order to provide a rapid editorial procedure for
processing high-quality papers worthy of publication as
soon as possible in view of an ever increasing body of
manuscripts being submitted to Mammalian Biology
over the past few years.

The journal now has five subject editors being
responsible for various fields of mammalian biology:
Marco Apollonio, Sassari, for ethology and socio-
biology, Klaus Hackländer, Wien, for physiology and
wildlife research, Thomas Kaiser, Hamburg, for ecology
and paleontology, Marcelo Sanchez-Villagra, Zürich,
for morphology, phylogeny, and evolution, and Frank
Zachos, Kiel, for population genetics, phylogeny and
evolution. As a managing editor Frank Zachos func-
tions also as the link of the editorial board to our
authors as well as to our publisher, the Elsevier
Publishing Group (represented by Mrs. Alrun Al-
brecht), Elsevier is contributing to a new style of

editorial work by providing access to their well-
established electronic system of submission and review-
ing. This system dramatically reduces periods from
submission to final decision and strongly facilitates the
incorporation of anonymous referees, two of which are
invited by the respective subject editors for commenting
upon acceptance of each submitted manuscript.

Along with changes in the editorial system there will
be some changes in layout of the journal. The format
will be adapted to the current standard size, which is
expected to result in a more hassle-free processing of
articles by the printers. The larger format will also yield
a slight increase in space for publication.

In the course of 2007 the new editorial board has
taken up duties and, along with the help of the former
editors and the publisher, were able to run full steam by
the end of summer. On behalf of the board of officers I
wish to thank Dieter Kruska and Peter Langer as well as
all members of the scientific advisory board for all their
outstanding input and dedication. All of them helped
Mammalian Biology to stand its ground as a well-
recognized international journal of Mammalogy. My
thanks go out to the new group of colleagues who were
kind enough to serve in the new editorial board of our
journal and I wish them the best of success in their
editorial duties.
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