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This amply illustrated ‘‘Princeton Field Guide’’ deals
with whales (Cetacea), sea cows (Sirena), fur seals
(Arctocephalinae), sea lions (Otariinae) (the latter two
are known as eared seals or Otariidae), true seals
(Phocidae), the walrus (Odobenus rosmarus), the polar
bear (Ursus maritimus), the sea otter (Enhydra lutris) and
the marine otter (Lutra felina). In the colour drawings of
the species, lines and short texts indicate those areas of
body shape and colours that can help to identify a
species and to differentiate it from similar forms. In
addition to this information the text presents further
data: a typographically separated ‘‘inset’’ characterizes
the surfacing mammals and describes the typical
behaviour at the surface. Maps inform about the
geographical distribution of each species. Variations
between males and females and data on body length, as
well as on distribution and population structure are

given in the main text, followed by a short account of
ecological characteristics.

In addition to a glossary, a checklist of marine
mammal species, a selected bibliography, a list of
photographic credits and an index, this book contains
an excellent account of selected marine and coastal sites,
where marine mammals can be observed. This very useful
section will help in the planning of travels and excursions.

One aspect is characteristic for this field guide, which
makes the book pleasant to look at, but which creates
the impression of over-illustration: In addition to the
above-mentioned excellent colour drawings photo-
graphs of the species in their habitat are distributed in
the text. No doubt, the beauty of many marine
mammals is illustrated, but the attention of the observer,
who wants to identify a species, is diverted because these
photos do not really help to differentiate species.

doi:10.1016/j.mambio.2007.05.004

Peter Langer
Giessen, Germany

Peter.Langer@anatomie.med.uni-giessen.de

Hohmann, G.; Robbins, M.M.; Boesch, C. (Eds.): Feeding

Ecology in Apes and Other Primates. Cambridge Uni-

versity Press, Cambridge (2006). 523 pp., numerous black

and white figures. US$ 130.00, Hardback, £70.00, ISBN-

10: 0-521-85837-2, ISBN-13: 978-0-521-85837-3

This book resulted out of a conference on ‘‘Feeding
Ecology in Apes and Other Primates’’ held in August
2004 at the Max Planck Institute for Evolutionary
Anthropology in Leipzig. It has 50 contributors, half of
them from the USA, nine from Germany, four from the
UK and 12 from nine other countries. The present
publication is a typical conference volume with articles
written in different styles and with different input. As a
whole, it emphasizes African species. For example, the
great apes are represented by three articles that deal with
gorillas (G. gorilla and G. beringei), five chapters
concentrate on chimpazees (Pan troglodytes) and one
on bonobos (Pan paniscus), but there is only one chapter
dealing with the Asian ape species, the orangutans
(Pongo pygmaeus and P. abelii). Other primates,
including representatives of the Hazda tribe, human
hunter – gatherers that live in northern Tanzania and
numbering about 1000 individuals, are also discussed.

After an introductory chapter (see below) the present
volume is subdivided into three sections. In the first
section, introduced by P.S. Rodman, eight chapters

present and discuss results of field studies. Six chapters
of the second section, which is introduced by R.W.
Wrangham, attempt to figure out new directions in
feeding ecology, not only of apes, but also of humans and
other primates. In the third part, with an introduction by
Katharine Milton, nutritional ecology as an essential
research tool in primatology is analyzed in five chapters.

The present publication, as many other congress
volumes, presents a specific problem: In their introductory
chapter Martha M. Robbins and G. Hohmann strive for
an integrative approach on primate feeding ecology, and
when the present reviewer, who is not a primatologist, had
worked through this volume, he was deeply impressed by
the wealth of information presented in this book.
Unfortunately, the overall impression gained was that
the various competent and stimulating endeavours pub-
lished here have not yet come to an integrated conclusion.

Each chapter of this book ends with a detailed list of
references. Finally, an index allows approach to the
different subjects presented.
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