
brought in for either sport hunting or fur and game meat
production. Some of the carnivores and the hedgehog
were then recruited to check the increase of introduced
pest species. The species accounts cover sections on
description and measurements, distribution and habitat,
food, behaviour, reproduction and development, popu-
lation dynamics, predators, parasites and diseases and
significance to the New Zealand environment (including
ecotourism). In the case of introduced species, there are
additional sections on the history of colonization and
adaptation to the new conditions of New Zealand. The
book is thus very rich in information a great part of
which is presented or summarized in tables such as
‘‘Table 64 Distribution and history of cats on the
offshore and outlying islands of New Zealand’’ to name
but one remarkable example. The last part of the book

contains a very useful glossary, a list of nearly 3000(!)
references, a geographic index (including coordinates)
and a species index. While the colour plates of the
species are beautiful, the nearly complete lack of
photographs is regrettable. Nevertheless the reasonably
priced second edition of this handbook is a must for
everyone interested in New Zealand mammals and/or
the biology of introduced species and certainly deserves
to become as widespread as the first edition.
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At the end of his remarkable book K.J. Rose, who is
professor at the Center for Functional Anatomy and
Evolution at the Johns Hopkins University School of
Medicine in Baltimore, mentions the ‘‘current controversies
concerning mammalian relationshipsy raised by molecu-
lar systematics y’’ On the other hand, he emphasizes the
importance and value of classical paleontology: ‘‘Contrary
to frequent claims of its inadequacyy, the fossil record
hasy preserved a remarkable portrait of the history of
mammalsy. Many of the greatest advances in our
understanding of mammalian evolution and relationships
have come from the discovery of new fossil evidence.’’

In this volume the author illustrates and describes the
paleontology and evolution, especially the early evolu-
tion (Paleocene and Eocene), of mammals and corro-
borates the above quotations. After an introductory
chapter K.J. Rose gives an account of the structure of
the mammalian skeleton. Information is presented on
the origin of mammals, starting about 300 million years

ago from the Synapsida of the late Carboniferous.
A series of chapters, very richly illustrated by line
drawings and a few photos, not only treat ‘‘The
Beginning of the Age of Mammals’’, as the title of the
book implies, but also give a detailed and modern
account of mammalian evolution. The quantity of
information given is very impressive and needs a fully
concentrated reader, who is confronted with an almost
overwhelming richness of details. In these sections,
cross-references to molecular systematics are also made.

A concluding chapter, entitled ‘‘Reflections and
Speculations on the Beginning of the Age of Mammals’’
supplies a synoptic overview on the wealth of informa-
tion presented in this volume. A list of references, 48
pages long, as well as a detailed index of 29 pages, and a
documentation of the origin of the presented illustra-
tions, conclude this book.
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