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‘‘No mammal species has extended its range
over such a large area of the world as
humans, and neither has any other species
had such an impact on changing habitat
quality, quantity and diversity for so many
other species’’ (p. XIX). These impacts and
their history represent the core subject of this
publication. The book, authored by the late
J. L. Long, presents diverse information on
mammals that were accidentally introduced
or intentionally transported into areas of the
world where the respective species are not
endemic.
It is a problem for the reader that this book is
not clearly structured. As an example for this
lack of clear and taxonomically correct
structure, the reviewer cites a few lines from
p. 172. Under the headline ‘‘Genus Rattus,
Rats’’ the first paragraph starts as follows:
‘‘The genus Rattus appears to have origi-
nated in Southeast Asia: the black rat
(R. rattus) and kiore (R. exulans) in Indo-
china, the Norway rat (R. norvegicus) in
southern China, and the house mouse (Mus
musculus) from near the Middle East.’’ Of
course, the house mouse is not a rat and the
author mixes references of different genera!
Another haphazardly chosen example of
unclear structure—and insufficient proof-
reading—can be found on p. 522: The
mouflon can be found under the following
headlines: ‘‘ARGALI, Mouflon, urial, Eur-
opean wild sheep, Corsican wild sheep,

parmir (sic!) argali, Marco Polo’s sheep,
Asiatic mouflon, nayan, Ovis ammon (Lin-
naeus)=O. musimon Schreber, O. orientalis’’.
Reference to this species is made to the
mouflon in the ‘‘Index to common names’’
under ‘‘Argali, Parmir (sic!)’’ and ‘‘Mouflon,
Asiatic’’. Even worse than in the case of
Rattus and Mus, this latter headline confuses
the reader by not clearly indicating what the
taxonomic relationship between the different
names is. It is unclear why J. L. Long uses the
name ‘‘Argali’’ to identify wild sheep.
The documentation of the areas of introduc-
tion seems to be incomplete and dependent of
the original papers the author had available,
in some cases also linguistically incorrect. For
example, the distribution of the mouflon in
Germany is almost exclusively described for
Schleswig-Holstein; only in passing the
author mentions that before ‘‘1937 argali
were introduced to the Harz Mountains’’.
For the Sika deer (Cervus nippon) the author
writes that they ‘‘have been held in the forest
of Arnsberger’’.
The above-mentioned remarks are not in-
tended to ‘‘disqualify’’ the present volume.
The book of J. L. Long clearly deserves to be
carefully checked and re-structured in a—
hopefully—forthcoming edition because the
information supplied here considerably ex-
tends the data from the three basic books on
the subject by Niethammer (1963: Die
Einbürgerung von Säugetieren und Vögeln
in Europa) and by J. Lever (1977: The
naturalized Animals of the British Isles, and
1985: Naturalized mammals of the world).
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