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Dear Reader,
As we reach the final issue of Drug Safety for 2018, we wish to reflect on another successful year’s achievements, and to 

thank all those who have contributed their time and effort to guarantee the high quality of our content.
2018 was a successful year for Drug Safety. Over 100 articles have been published; the most popular of these, in terms 

of downloads from SpringerLink as at September 2018, have been:

• Eudra Vigil ance Medic ines Safet y Datab ase: Acces sible  Data for Resea rch and Publi c Healt h Prote ction . Rodrigo Postigo, 
Sabine Brosch, Jim Slattery, Anja van Haren, Jean-Michel Dogné, Xavier Kurz, Gianmario Candore, Francois Domergue, Peter 
Arlett

• Sorti ng Throu gh the Safet y Data Hayst ack: Using  Machi ne Learn ing to Ident ify Indiv idual  Case Safet y Repor ts in 
Socia l-Digit al Media . Shaun Comfort, Sujan Perera, Zoe Hudson, Darren Dorrell, Shawman Meireis, Meenakshi Nagarajan, 
Cartic Ramakrishnan, Jennifer Fine

• What Futur e Healt hcare  Profe ssion als Need to Know About  Pharm acovi gilan ce: Intro ducti on of the WHO PV Core 
Curri culum  for Unive rsity  Teach ing with Focus  on Clini cal Aspec ts. Rike van Eekeren, Leàn Rolfes, Andries S. Koster, 
Lara Magro, Gurumurthy Parthasarathi, Hussain Al Ramimmy, Tim Schutte, Daisuke Tanaka, Eugène van Puijenbroek, Linda 
Härmark

• Poten tial Risks  Relat ed to Modul ating  Inter leuki n-13 and Inter leuki n-4 Signa lling : A Syste matic  Revie w. Martin 
Braddock, Nicola A. Hanania, Amir Sharafkhaneh, Gene Colice, Mats Carlsson

• Evide nce-Based  Recom menda tions  to Impro ve the Safe Use of Drugs  in Patie nts with Liver  Cirrh osis. Rianne A. Weersink, 
Margriet Bouma, David M. Burger, Joost P. H. Drenth, S. Froukje Harkes-Idzinga, Nicole G. M. Hunfeld, Herold J. Metselaar, 
Margje H. Monster-Simons, Katja Taxis, Sander D. Borgsteede

• Inter est in a Mobil e App for Two-Way Risk Commu nicat ion: A Surve y Study  Among  Europ ean Healt hcare  Profe ssion 
als and Patie nts. Sieta T. de Vries, Petra Denig, Carmen Lasheras Ruiz, François Houÿez, Lisa Wong, Alastair Sutcliffe, Peter 
G. M. Mol, on behalf of IMI Web-RADR Work Package 3b Consortium

• Safet y Commu nicat ion Tools  and Healt hcare  Profe ssion als’ Aware ness of Speci fic Drug Safet y Issue s in Europ e: A 
Surve y Study . Sieta T. de Vries, Maartje J. M. van der Sar, Anna Marie Coleman, Yvette Escudero, Alfonso Rodríguez Pascual, 
Miguel-Ángel Maciá Martínez, Amelia Cupelli, Ilaria Baldelli, Ivana Šipić, Adriana Andrić, Line Michan, Petra Denig, Peter 
G. M. Mol, on behalf of SCOPE work package 6

• Chara cteri stics , Quali ty and Contr ibuti on to Signa l Detec tion of Spont aneou s Repor ts of Adver se Drug React ions Via 
the WEB-RADR Mobil e Appli catio n: A Descr iptiv e Cross -Secti onal Study . Ingrid Oosterhuis, Henric Taavola, Philip M. 
Tregunno, Petar Mas, Sara Gama, Victoria Newbould, Ola Caster, Linda Härmark

• The Impac t of Biolo gics and Tofac itini b on Cardi ovasc ular Risk Facto rs and Outco mes in Patie nts with Rheum atic 
Disea se: A Syste matic  Liter ature  Revie w. Michael Nurmohamed, Ernest Choy, Sadiq Lula, Blerina Kola, Ryan DeMasi, 
Paola Accossato

• Non-bleed ing Adver se Event s with the Use of Direc t Oral Antic oagul ants: A Seque nce Symme try Analy sis. Géric Maura, 
Cécile Billionnet, Joël Coste, Alain Weill, Anke Neumann, Antoine Pariente

Social media sharing of information is becoming more important and is another metric with which to measure the reach 
of articles. This year the following articles published in Drug Safety scored highly on the Altmetric system:

• Sorti ng Throu gh the Safet y Data Hayst ack: Using  Machi ne Learn ing to Ident ify Indiv idual  Case Safet y Repor ts in  
Socia l-Digit al Media . Shaun Comfort, Sujan Perera, Zoe Hudson, Darren Dorrell, Shawman Meireis, Meenakshi Nagarajan, 
Cartic Ramakrishnan, Jennifer Fine
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• Amyot rophi c Later al Scler osis Assoc iated  with Stati n Use: A Dispr oport ional ity Analy sis of the FDA’s Adver se Event  
Repor ting Syste m. Beatrice A. Golomb, Abril Verden, Alexis K. Messner, Hayley J. Koslik, Keith B. Hoffman

• Gabap entin  and Prega balin  and Risk of Atria l Fibri llati on in the Elder ly: A Popul ation -Based  Cohor t Study  in an  
Elect ronic  Presc ripti on Datab ase. Leticia Ortiz de Landaluce, Pere Carbonell, Carmen Asensio, Núria Escoda, Pilar López, 
Joan-Ramon Laporte

• Revie w of Case Narra tives  from Fatal  Overd oses Assoc iated  with Injec table  Naltr exone  for Opioi d Depen dence . Roxanne 
Saucier, Daniel Wolfe, Nabarun Dasgupta

• Safet y of Human  Papil lomav irus Vacci nes: An Updat ed Revie w. Anastasia Phillips, Cyra Patel, Alexis Pillsbury, Julia 
Brotherton, Kristine Macartney

• What Futur e Healt hcare  Profe ssion als Need to Know About  Pharm acovi gilan ce: Intro ducti on of the WHO PV Core 
Curri culum  for Unive rsity  Teach ing with Focus  on Clini cal Aspec ts. Rike van Eekeren, Leàn Rolfes, Andries S. Koster, 
Lara Magro, Gurumurthy Parthasarathi, Hussain Al Ramimmy, Tim Schutte, Daisuke Tanaka, Eugène van Puijenbroek, Linda 
Härmark

• Presc ripti on Opioi d Fatal ities : Exami ning Why the Heale r Could  be the Culpr it. Adeleke D. Adewumi, Christine E. Staatz, 
Samantha A. Hollingworth, Jason P. Connor, Rosa Alati

• Non-bleed ing Adver se Event s with the Use of Direc t Oral Antic oagul ants: A Seque nce Symme try Analy sis. Géric Maura, 
Cécile Billionnet, Joël Coste, Alain Weill, Anke Neumann, Antoine Pariente

• Asses sment  of the Utili ty of Socia l Media  for Broad -Rangi ng Stati stica l Signa l Detec tion in Pharm acovi gilan ce: 
Resul ts from the WEB-RADR Proje ct. Ola Caster, Juergen Dietrich, Marie-Laure Kürzinger, Magnus Lerch, Simon Maskell, 
G. Niklas Norén, Stéphanie Tcherny-Lessenot, Benoit Vroman, Antoni Wisniewski, John van Stekelenborg

• Compa rativ e Rates  of Morta lity and Serio us Adver se Effec ts Among  Commo nly Presc ribed  Opioi d Analg esics . David 
L. Murphy, Jacob A. Lebin, Stevan G. Severtson, Heather A. Olsen, Nabarun Dasgupta, Richard C. Dart

The quality of articles published in the journal is also reflected in its most recent impact factor (3.643). The journal is in 
Quartile 1 of all three JCR categories it is ranked in, namely Public Environmental & Occupational Health, Pharmacology 
& Pharmacy, and Toxicology.

Other journals in the Adis Premier Journals Portfolio (http://www.sprin ger.com/gp/adis) continue to prosper with substan-
tial increases in usage. In addition, this year has seen Applied Health Economics and Health Policy receive its first impact 
factor.

We thank the authors who have contributed articles to Drug Safety over the course of 2018. The skill and dedication of 
all authors are critical to the continued publication of the journal. The quality of published articles is also testament to the 
significant efforts of the peer reviewers, whose commitment ensures that the journal’s content is held to the highest possible 
standard. We would like to thank the following individuals who acted as reviewers for Drug Safety in the last 12 months:
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We do hope that you have found the articles published throughout the year in Drug Safety to be interesting and informa-
tive. The editorial schedule for 2019 is well under way, and we are looking forward to bringing you many high-quality and 
authoritative articles over the coming year.

With best wishes,
Nitin Joshi
Editor-in-Chief, Drug Safety
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