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The Middle Paleolithic Site of Pech De L’Aze is a compre-
hensive final report on the archaeological excavations con-
ducted at the Pech de l’Azé IV site in the Perigord region 
of southwest France. This collapsed cave site has a long 
history of hominin use during the early Late Pleistocene 
(~ 99–45 ka) and throughout various climate and ecological 
changes.

The book is composed of seven chapters that review the 
unpublished excavations conducted by François Bordes in 
the 1970s, recent analysis of this archaeological material, 
and additional excavations in the early 2000s by Dibble and 
McPherron (editors). These excavations used high-resolution 
mapping techniques, petrographic analysis of undisturbed 
soils, analysis of animal bones and lithic artifacts, and vari-
ous dating techniques to create a long-term chronological 
framework spanning approximately 60,000 years. This chro-
nology speaks to changes in site use and Neanderthal behav-
ior, changes in the climate and ecology, and the morphology 
of the cave architecture.

Due to some of the results from this research having been 
published elsewhere, the book also aims to provide the meta-
data necessary for future scholars to re-analyze these artifact 
assemblages and the data generated. It thoroughly discusses 
the various methods of artifact and dating analyses and is 
illustrated with numerous high-quality color photographs, 
detailed tables, and hand-drawn illustrations of the artifacts. 
This effort is an excellent example of responsible curation 
and discussion of the processes of archaeological analysis 
and excavations that often are not published.

The book is highly recommended to those interested in 
the Middle Paleolithic, as well as archaeologists interested in 
the use of various high-resolution datasets over long strati-
graphic sequences.
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