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We recently noticed a mistake in Fig. 1b of Burns et al. (2011). While it does not affect or
change any of the main results in the 2011 paper, it does misrepresent the location of the Niwot
Ridge Subalpine Forest AmeriFlux site [US-NR1; Blanken et al. (1998-present)] relative to
the Continental Divide. There were two mistakes in creating Fig. 1b of Burns et al. (2011).
First, the peak labeled as the “Continental Divide” was not actually the Continental Divide.
Second, the east—west distances calculated from the US-NR1 main tower were not correct.
(The distances were incorrectly calculated as though the site was located at the equator.)
The incorrectly plotted elevation profile is shown in Fig. 1a. In Fig. 1b, we have included
two corrected east/west transect lines, one 300 m north of the US-NR1 main tower [as used
in Burns et al. (2011)], and one due east/west of the main tower. These corrected transects
reveal that the distance from the US-NR1 main tower to the divide is on the order of 8 km,
and the elevation of the Continental Divide is closer to 3800 m, not 3600 m as described in
Burns et al. (2011).

The original article can be found online at https://doi.org/10.1007/s10546-010-9560-6.
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Fig.1 East/Westelevation transects near the Niwot Ridge Subalpine Forest AmeriFlux site (US-NR1) showing
the location of the Willow, Pine, and Aspen towers during the 2004 Carbon in the Mountains Experiment
(CMEO04) as well as the Continental Divide. Distances along the x-axis are relative to the US-NR1 main tower,
with negative values indicating locations west of the US-NR1 main tower. In (a), the incorrect transect from
Fig. 1b of Burns et al. (2011) is shown. In (b), two corrected east/west elevation transects are shown; one
located 300 m north of the US-NR1 main tower and one due east/west of the main tower as described in the
legend. Note that in Burns et al. (2011) the US-NR1 main tower was called “NWT”

In order to double-check our distance measurements, and to better identify the topographic
features shown in Fig. 1b, we have included a USGS topographic image overlaid with the
corresponding transect lines in Fig. 2. Based on this view, it is clear that the peak labeled as
“Continental Divide” in Fig. 1b of Burns et al. (2011), was actually the east/west transect
passing over the southern flank of Mount Albion at around 6 km west of the US-NR1 main
tower. The other prominent feature to note is that the highest elevation from these two transects
occurs at around 9.5 km west of the US-NR1 main tower (as shown in Fig. 1); however, this
is not the Continental Divide, but instead a ridgeline that runs to the northwest from North
Arapaho Peak ending at an isolated peak south of Wheeler Basin (see Fig. 2).
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Within this erratum, the current affiliation of the authors has been used, and, when avail-
able, ORCID iDs have been added.
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