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A 16-year-old girl with short-gut syndrome and multiple
surgical procedures for adhesion-related small-bowel obstruc-
tions presented with pelvic pain. Right adnexal sonography
revealed a complicated cystic mass that contained a structure
thought to be the right ovary (Fig. 1). Power Doppler US
image (Fig. 2) showed blood flow surrounding a hemor-
rhagic ovarian cyst (asterisk). A small amount of normal
ovarian tissue was seen (arrows). Laparoscopy and histopa-
thology confirmed an entrapped right ovary within a
peritoneal inclusion cyst (PIC). The ovary was preserved
and contained a large hemorrhagic functional cyst.

PICs form when ovulatory fluid accumulates between peri-
toneal adhesions related to prior surgery, infection, or inflam-

mation [1, 2]. An ovary entrapped within a PIC has been
described as having a “spider-in-web” appearance and must
not be confused for hydrosalpinx or ovarianmalignancy [1, 2].
The presence of a hemorrhagic ovarian cyst (hemorrhagic
“spider”), thick septations, and complicated fluid, all findings
in our case, may make the differentiation of PIC from ovarian
cystic neoplasm difficult. Recognition of this entity prevents
needless oophorectomy and guides appropriate management,
such as percutaneous aspiration or adhesiotomy [1, 2].
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Fig. 1 Gray-scale US image

Fig. 2 Power Doppler US image
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