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Dr. Y. M. Fazil Marickar, a distinguished clinician scientist, 
renowned teacher, and beloved friend to many, passed away 
on March 22, 2023, at 75. He had a remarkable career in the 
medical field, which spanned several decades. He was serv-
ing as the Dean of the Mount Zion Medical College, Adoor, 
Kerala, India.

Dr. Marickar began his medical education at the Gov-
ernment Medical College in Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala, 
India, where he earned his MBBS in 1971. He obtained 
his MS in General Surgery in 1976, followed by MAMS in 
1977. In 1991, he became the first medical doctor in Kerala 
to receive a Ph.D. for his research on urolithiasis, setting an 
example for others in the field.

Throughout his career, Dr. Marickar made significant 
contributions to the surgical field, receiving several fellow-
ships, including FIMSA (1992), FAS (1999), FAMS (2000), 
and FEMSI (2009). He retired as the Professor and Head of 
the Department of Surgery from Medical College, Thiru-
vananthapuram, Kerala, India. He served as a faculty mem-
ber at SUT College of Medicine and principal of Azeezia 
Medical College, Kollam, Kerala; principal of the Mount 

Zion Medical College, Adoor, Kerala; and vice-chancellor 
of Mount Zion International Medical University, Rwanda, 
at various times.

Dr. Marickar was a leading researcher on urolithiasis, 
conducting extensive studies on various aspects of the dis-
ease, including its epidemiology, biochemical composition 
of stones, X-ray crystallography, and spectrophotography. 
He presented numerous papers and chaired scientific ses-
sions at the quadrennial meetings of the International Soci-
ety of Urolithiasis since 1984, earning him a board mem-
bership in 1988. Additionally, he served as an Editorial 
Board Member of Urological Research and the publication 
“Urolithiasis.”

Dr. Marickar will be remembered as an exceptional surgi-
cal teacher and mentor to many medical trainees and young 
researchers. Despite facing a serious illness towards the end 
of his life, he remained resilient and courageous, finding 
strength in his work and family.

On behalf of the Board of the International Urolithiasis 
Society, we express condolence at the loss of one of its 
strongest supporters and board members. Dr. Fazil Marickar 
leaves a legacy of tireless scholarship and unwavering dedi-
cation to the medical profession and research, which will 
continue to inspire and influence future generations.

Author contributions  A.T. and J.S. wrote the main manuscript text

Data availability  There are no data reported in this paper.

Declarations 

Conflict of interest  The authors declare no competing interests.

Publisher's Note  Springer Nature remains neutral with regard to 
jurisdictional claims in published maps and institutional affiliations.

 *	 Alberto Trinchieri 
	 alberto.trinchieri@gmail.com

1	 School of Urology, University of Milan, Milan, Italy
2	 Epidemiology and Biostatistics, College of Medicine, Gulf 

Medical University, Ajman, United Arab Emirates

http://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.1007/s00240-023-01452-4&domain=pdf

	Professor Fazil Marickar (12 November 1948–22 March 2023)



