
BOOK REVIEWS 

SE CO N D  I N T E R N A T I O N A L  SYMPOSIUM 
ON MALIGNANT HYPERTHERMIA.  AL- 
DRETE, J.A.,  BRITT. B,A.,  Editors. New York, 
Grune & Str~tton Inc., 1978. Price $25.50. 

THIS BOOK is divided into five sections dealing 
respectively with muscle pathophysiology, 
studies on the porcine experimental model 
(which has some bearing on the human model), 
predictive tests (none infallible), clinical obser- 
vations and current knowledge of  malignant 
hyperthermia and the pathways of  its investiga- 
tion are presented.  In the current treatment of  the 
disorder,  dantrolene sodium seems to have taken 
top place. 

One of  the most useful messages contained in 
the last article in the book is that, in 1979, there is 
little excuse for an anaesthetist  to be caught out 
by an inappropriate reaction to a malignant 
hyperthermia crisis in a patient. However ,  the 
symposium completely missed out on what 
would have been its most valuable contribution to 
those "anaesthesiologist  s, last but not least, in the 
search for answers"  (Preface) who bear the brunt 
o f  the problem, that is an updated and detailed 
protocol for the management of  malignant 
hyperthermia patients based on the overall cur- 
rent thinking of the numerous contributors.  That 
inclusion would move it from a reference text for 
teaching departments  and researchers to a 
" m u s t "  text for every area in which anaesthetics 
are given or  discussed. 

John Brebner 

DOCTORS AND THE LAW. GILBERT SHARPIE 
and GLENN SAWYER, Toronto,  Butterworth,  
1978. 448 pages. Price: $25.95. 

THIS BOOK should have a place in the personal 
library of  every physician in Canada. I suspect 
that it will also find its way to the bookshelf  of  
most lawyers dealing with the complicated 
medical-legal problems of  today. As the interface 
between medicine and the laws of our society 
grow tighter and more complex,  the need for a 
better understanding of our relationship to the 
law becomes imperative. The authors have made 
a very significant contribution indeed, providing 
us with a very readable description of  this inter- 
face and its complexities, 

The organization of  the subject matter is well- 

handled under some 19 chapter  headings. This 
permits easy reference to some special areas and 
each chapter  is so organized that it can provide 
most o f  the relevant information on that particu- 
lar subject without having recently read the 
whole text. 1 think that this will enhance its use- 
fulness as a reference. 

The illustrations by Jim Simpkins are delightful 
and add a touch of  humor to a subject that all to 
often engenders  other  emotions in most physi- 
cians. The appendices and the index are one of  
the best  features of  the book and all o f  the refer- 
ences bring one to the current practice with many 
cases in the 1977-78 era being recorded,  Particu- 
larly useful to those intet'ested in this whole 
subject is Appendix I, entitled " R e c o m m e n d e d  
material for further Reading".  

Having reviewed each subject carefully, the 
authors have given us the benefit o f  their opinion 
about the current wisdom in a particular area. 
Undoubtedly,  this opinion will not be uniformily 
held nor borne out in all future rulings, but it is, 
nevertheless,  a very useful guideline to current  
thinking and should be very helpful to the prac- 
ticing physician. 

I would certainly strongly recommend the 
book as one that should be read by every prac- 
ticing physician and certainly by every practicing 
anaesthetist .  

A.A.  Scott  

EPIDURAL ANALGESIA.  PHILIP R. BROM- 
AGE. Toronto,  W.B. Saunders Company,  1979. 
Price: $35.65. 

THIS UP-TO-DATE TEXT BOOK should find a place 
in every hospital library where residents are 
training. The author covers the anatomy, 
physiology and pharmacology in some detail be- 
fore going on to describe the techniques used to 
provide epidural anaesthesia. A comprehensive 
survey of  the advances in technology which im- 
prove the safety and lower the morbidity have 
been presented.  Excellent references are in- 
cluded at the end of  each chapter.  The print is 
clear and drawings are good. The applications of  
this type of  anaesthesia in surgical, obstetrical,  
diagnostic and therapeutic fields are also well 
presented.  Finally. at the end o f  the book, a 
chapter has been devoted to teaching techniques 
which include audio visual, tactile and clinical 
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tuition with the use  of" videotape,  film and slide 
tapes demons t ra t ions .  This addition should 
prove valuable to those  involved in resident 
training p rogrammes .  

J. Desmond 

A N A E S T H E T I C S ,  R E S U S C I T A T I O N  A N D  
I N T E N S I V E  C AR E .  DONALD CAMPBELL and 
ALAS'rAIn A. SPENCE. Toronto ,  Churchill  Liv- 
ingstone,  Div. L o n g m a n ' s  Canada  Ltd, ,  5th 
Edition, 1979. Price: $18,15. 

THIS BOOK a t tempts  to covet" all aspec ts  o f  clini- 
cal anaes thes ia ,  the appropriate  basic sc iences ,  
intensive care and resusci tat ion in 250 pages.  The 
result is that the book provides insufficient depth 
and d iscuss ion  for the anaesthet ic  resident and 
insufficient practical derails for the occasional  
anaes thet is t .  It could be suitable for an introduc- 
tion to anaes the t ics  - as a prelude to further  
reading and practical exper ience .  

P.J. Bradwell 

A P R A C T I C E  OF A N A E S T H E S I A .  W.D. 
WYLIE and H.C.  CHURCHILL-DAvIOSON. To- 
ronto.  W.B.  Saunders  C ompany ,  5th Edition, 
1978. 1,542 pages.  Price: $74.75. 

A NEW EDITION o f  a work thai has  ass is ted  s o  

many  of  us past the examiners  is a lways wel- 
come,  This  book. despi te  some  considerable re- 

organization and re-writing, is six pages shorter  
than its predecessor .  To achieve this,  large sec- 
tions, for instance on stat is t ics  and computers ,  
have been eliminated and quite large parts of  
some chapters  have been shor tened,  venti lators 
being d i scussed  now only in principle. Descrip- 
tions of  specific machines ,  only available in some  
parts o f  the  world, have  been eliminated.  

All chapters  are now ascribed to specific au- 
thors,  although it is stated thai the editors have 
input into the whole book,  thus ensur ing con- 
tinuity and a lack of repetition. 

Many chapters  have been condensed  and  re- 
arranged to improve the logical sequence  o f  the 
hook; cerebral circulation and brain metabol ism 
now appear  in the ~ c t i o n  on the Nervous  Sys- 
tem, rather than the Cardiovascular  System.  
However ,  the presentat ion within the chapters  
remains  largely unchanged ,  being re-written and 
updated only when necessary .  There  is a wel- 
come new section on the Development  o f  AP- 
paratus,  copiously illustrated, of  considerable 
general  interest to the Anaesthet is t .  

I was surpr ised to see only passing reference to 
the encephal ins  in the section on Pain and 
Analgesic Drugs since these  pept ides  seem to 
offer the possibility of  explaining so much  in this 
confusing area. In general ,  however ,  the text re- 
mains a clear and easy-to-read survey  o f  the 
practice of  anaes thes ia  and the necessary  basic 
sc iences ,  

D..I. Openshaw 


