
tist refusing member sh ip ,  or  of  the 
b lock ing  of  an e lec t ion by  the Ameri-  
can Military Government ,  then pol i te ly  
s tyled the  High Command .  He e m p h a -  
s ized  that  he w o u l d  feel such a rejec- 
t ion as shameful .  This does  not  m e a n  
that Per ron  d id  not  accept  the b u r d e n  
of  guilt  that  fell u p o n  the academic ians .  
O n  the contrary:  

And  now,  abou t  the emigrants! It is 
before  them especial ly  that w e  can- 
not  present  ourselves  as an illustrious 
company .  For w e  have let them all 
down.  W e  shou ld  not  try to e levate  
ourselves  before  them, but  rather 
crawl away  and  hide in shame.  I feel 
personal ly  a shamed  myself, and  that 
is my  point.  This is w h y  I advocate  
utmost  restraint and  modes t  flourish- 
ing in seclusion.  For, what  d id  we,  
wha t  d id  the Academy  do  dur ing the 
Third Reich to save the persecu ted  
scholars? Nothing. We adop t  the com- 
fortable excuse  that w e  didn ' t  have 
the power ,  that w e  were  incapable  of  
it. In reality, however ,  we  failed to 
make  any ser ious attempt. Every one  
of  us s imply shrank from the risk, per-  
haps  before  the conflicting ethical 
mot ive  of  looking  out  for his o w n  
family. We were  no  heroes.  But the 
emigrants  had,  for the most  part, no 

choice  at all; they had to take the risk 
together  with their families and  they 
suffered infinitely. This is why  they 
stand, in the world 's  esteem, a con- 
s iderable  step above us, who  silently 
let it happen.  Hermann Weyl, to be  
sure, is willing to forget (not only  be-  
cause  as a star of the highest  order  
he got  through relatively well, but  
also because  he is a generous  soul); 
he has shown by coming here that 
he wishes  well to all of us. But I still 
d o  not  want  to magnify myself  in 
front of  him, and I 'm afraid that for 
instance Einstein, his ne ighbour  and 
col league,  will say to him, "Oh, I see, 
the Bavarian Academy! They have 
noth ing  to be so concei ted about;  I 
offer condolences.  By the way, those 
gen t l emen  already invited me  too, but  
I smacked  them in the face." 

This whole  tragic si tuat ion can be  
fundamenta l ly  changed  only  w h e n  
G e r m a n y  has full recogni t ion  and  
equa l i ty  in the wor ld  again.  On ly  
then  will  the German  academies  also 
rega in  their  o ld  standing.  No one  
can  pred ic t  how long this will  take; 
p e r h a p s  today 's  heavi ly b u r d e n e d  
gene ra t i on  (the burden,  by  the  way,  
is not  on ly  on us) will have  to d ie  
out  first. 

For  van  der  W a e r d e n ,  things are 
ent i re ly  different. He spen t  mos t  of  
his scientific life in G e r m a n y ,  so in 
par t icular  he e x p e r i e n c e d  with  us, to 
a cer ta in  extent  as a fe l low pr isoner ,  
the  Third Reich at its source .  For  me  
he  does  not  count  as a foreigner ,  
any  more  than, for  instance,  
Cara theodory .  We also d o  not  n e e d  
to feel shame  in his p re sence .  He 
d id  wha t  w e  all did, that  is, de tes t  
Nazism and  k e e p  his c l e n c h e d  fist 
in a sack. That  is w h y  he  unde r -  
s tands  us and  we  u n d e r s t a n d  him. 

This is a quotat ion from Oskar  Per- 
ron's  letter, typed  in German,  of  January  
1951 (Deutsches Museum. Archiv NL 89, 
012), publ i shed  in vol. 2, pp.  6474549 of  
Eckert, Michael, and  M~irker, Karl (eds.), 
Arnold Somme~eld-- Wissenschafilicher 
Briefwechsel (Berlin, Diepholz,  MOnchen, 
Deutsches Museum, Verlag fOr Geschi-  
chte der  Naturwissenschaften und der  
Technik,  2000, 2004). The letter was 
translated by Spyridon Georgiadis;  the 
obi tuary was translated by  the author. 
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E r r a t u m  

In The Mathematical Intelligencer, vol. 29, no. 2, the article The  H e x a g o n a l  Parque t  Tiling, k-Isohedral  
Monot i les  wi th  Arbitrar i ly Large k, b y  J o s h u a  E. S. Socolar,  a p p e a r e d  on  pp.  33-38.  Inadver ten t ly  it was  
not  the  c o m p l e t e  and  final vers ion.  

The  final vers ion  is p o s t e d  on  Marjorie  Senechal ' s  websi te ,  h t t p : / / m a t h . s m i t h . e d u / - s e n e c h a l / .  
- - T h e  Editors 
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