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:Bookreview 

M. S,7CO3w t~nd L.  J~cs{)~',: 

M O O ~ R F  t :~  D E ~  L A N D S C H A F F  

[Mil'es in  f.]~e landscape]  

Urau [~  P u b l i s h i n g  H o u s e ,  L : i p z i g - - J e n a - - ] ~ - , r l i n ,  1986, 268 pp. ,  fi9 Figs . ,  150 colour  1Attunes. 

Two  G~rman  specialSsts c o m b i n s d  the i r  k lmwledge ,  abi l i t ies  a n d  vie~vs to  wri te  a bo~,k a b o u t  
mi res ,  of fcr /ng  g~nera l  n f f o r m a t i o n  or. 1,heir or igin,  d~v~iopmcnt ,  ecology,  life, dista.ibu~ion, ecoao-  
mic  a~ well as non-ee l ,no ta te  vu l t~s ,  cense r ' r a t ion  add  pro tec t ion .  ]~llc~.tcL S ~ e c o w  eoIlt.l';.bt~f~d 
~sl~ciaLty to t h o s e  psu'ts wh i ch  dea l  w i t h  t i le  s trat igrtLphy,  h y d t ~ h , g y  attd ty}~,h~gy q)f ml,v,s, wt, ' , ie  

LI~,~nrCHT J~scn~*~ waS chiefly engaged  in wl~Jr t h e  chap t e r s  r w i t h  the  st~'~cific 
f ea tu res  of  mi re  v e g e t a t i o n  and  mire  c o n s e r v a n c y .  Toget}~er t h e y  succeeded  m p roduc ing  a book  
on a h i g h  level o f  s cho la r sh ip  and ,  a t  t h e  s a m e  t ime ,  ful ly  u n d e r s t a n d a b l e  to  t h e  genera l  public,  
wai( .h fi=_l'y co r responds  t~) t he  int~zu~iotm and  t r ad i t i ons  o f  ~hc Uran i a  f 'ubl- .uhiug H o u s e  Jn t h e  
G D R .  

The  book  opens  wi th  a his tor i  c~l su r  vey of  t h e  tel a l ions  bet wee~ m e n  (and  t he  h t u m m  ces t a :un i t  y 
in  genera l )  and  mires .  The  c}mpter abe-at  t h e  ftu~ct(ot~s of  v i rg in  ~ d  dJgturbed  pea t lmuds  in  
l andscape  ec. tmomy a n d  ~cology is  a h i gh l y  im]~orta~t sec t ion  o f  t h e  work', i t  l~eseut,~ p l e n t y  
,)f ev idence  c o n c o r m n g  +~he d i sadwantag~s  ~md t roub le s  [hydrf,logic,  pedologie,  ag ronomic)  to be. 
faced af ter  c o n v e t 4 m g  n a t i v e  mi res  in to  cu l t i va t ed  lands .  The  follo~cBg pa r t  o f  t h e  book d~scrJb~tr 
t he  var. :ety o f  pet~t-forminff processes ,  t h e  ecologictd trod hych'ological mi re  typ~s ,  p ~ a c n t i n g  
exazr, plcs o f  com e s p o n d i n g  ~kre  s t r a t i g r a p h y  a n d  d e v e l o p m e n t .  The  plant, and  ani raa l  llfc m 
v.~.ztot~s mire  tyl~es is t h e  s u b j e c t  of  o t lmr  c h a f e r .  T h e  g e o g r a p h y  tn~d desc r ip t ion  o f  Cent rai- 
e u r o p e a n  mb'es  a~.~ t h e  i n v e n t o r y  o f  t he i r  I~;at r e s o u r c e s  a~'e p r e ~ u t e d  in g rea t  de ta i l .  'l'Le 
reciter ~il'~ find h e ~  rdI the  bas i c  ir~-ormatic, n on,  and  the: c l~r~rctvr i~ies  of,  t he  m o s t  (mpo*'tat~t 
min~ s : tcs  m t h i s  paxt  ~ f  Europe ,  . . g . ,  lZedersee. W urzache r  Ricd ,  Bicbrzn pcatlaz~ds. ~tc.  Th~ 
CT~choslov'ak s i t e s  m e n t i o n e d  az~ ~shase t:f Sees,  Mrtv~r lulb (Ylask4 r:~clinL~t~ (Kopl~-nplanm~,: .r) ,  
Rejv iz ,  S t a t ~ o w ~ t y  a n d  o th~m.  Most  o f  th~ places descr ibed  in  t lm t ex t  are. d , , c m a e ~ t e d  w i t h  
~r~tuually well chosen attd p r in ted  co]our  picture:s, tu~ken vii]me by  a u t h o r s  t Itetusclves o• by  the i r  
G e r m a n  co?]egucs or f~'icnds f rom abroad .  A s h u r t  survt~'y o f  mi res  and  t he i r  pe,xt resources  outside, 
Cantra i  E u r o p e  closes th i s  pa r t  o f  t he  book.  The  u~:xr c h a p t e r  is conce rned  w i th  the  dJ-ffor~mt w~ys  
u*ad hi~t,wy o f  peu t l and  cul t ivwtion and  pea t  u t i l iza t i [m in  a~- ieu l tm~,  power  eng ineer ing ,  chemi-  
cal a'ati p h a r m a c e u t i c a l  i n d u s t r y ,  ba lneu logy ,  etc.  Special  e m p h a s i s  on  t h e  pers~x;etivcs o f  pea t  
use  in  t im new fo rms  of  b i o t e c h n o l o g y  a n d  e c o n o m y  se rves  as a w a r n i n g  aga in s t  i m p r u d e n t  _~av 
and  l~atlaxtcl exp lo i t a t i on  a t  p ~ s e n t .  ] 'h~ fi~ml s ec t i on  o f  "Mires  in t h e  l a n d s c a p e "  p rov ides  
s on  t h e  p ro tec t ion  ~_~ mi res  in vaxious  E u r o p e a n  e~unfx[~s a n d  b ~ e t l y  (maybe  tr~o 
bclcffy) m e n t l o ~ s  the  possibi l i t ies  o f  conse rva t ion ,  ma~aagemen~, s tab i l i za t ion  and  r cna t t t r s t i~n  
~_;' rob-ca wh ich  Im~n~ s tood  fur cen tu r i e s  trader a n  u n u s u a l l y  in tens~ anthr~,pic pressun: .  A s u b j e c t  
index  a n d  a seioef~ivo b i b l i og raphy  o f  pub l i ca t ions  on  v ~ ' i o r ~  aspect~ o f  mi res  are appended .  

T h e  b~zk  by  Srmac ,  xv a n 4  Jssc~:~r is u .~ful  for all who byrv~ anyt,  h i n g  to ~.o w i t h  t he  exploi ta-  
t ion  ~t'.d pt~,tectdon o f  mires  or  who a t~  s i m p l y  fond  o f  t hese  r e m a r k a b l e  n a t u r a l  pl~en~)mor~ iu 
Oentv:d E u r o p e  and  feel, t o g e t h e r  w i t h  t h e  au t ho r s ,  t h a t  "Moore  s ind  hot, to t i n  koa tba rc r  Na$ur-  
schavz  dcr  g a n g s  M:ensc~]imit~L 


