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The second part of the vegetution map of Czechoslovakiu coveriag the Lorcitory of Slavakin
appeass about 15 years later than the Czech part, but it represents a map of a new generstion.
Nevertheless, the basic conception, methods of ficld research und syntheris of the map have not
been changod. The mnap of Slovakie profita by the wmtensive developuient of syslematic vegetation
scienca, synecology und forest typology, the expericnee nequired during the vegetation mapping
in Bohemia and Moravio and the intensive collaboration ot the most adept. cxperts from all over
Cucctoslovikia. Therefore, the number of differemtiated wapping units coudd be vaised frem 19
in the Czech part to 41 in Slovakia. The conception of the vegotation reconstruction is the same
inobhe Loth maps. The mapping wils represcut the reconstructed natural vegetation corresyond-
ing to present elimatic conditions. The eavivonmental chonges caused by 1aan during the historical
pericd, such as drainage of alluvizl soils, desiceation of cultivated or densa settled territories
huve beer omitsed. .

‘T'he explanatery text containg ceneise information aliout the development of vegetation mapp-
ing in Slovakia, the conception and methods necd, valuc and utilization of the map in seienec,
odacation and practize. A brief chapter is devoted to abiotic naturul conditions such ns tupo-
graphy, geolegy, climalc and soils of Slovakin. The development of vegetation in the vostgiacial
wveriod and the mosh tmportant haman impacts are summarised in the last chapter of the general

Grt.

¥ ‘I'be mupbing wnits are broudly described in the spocial parl of the explanatory text. Buch
mapping unit is deeribod from the foristic, phytosvciological, ecological and chorological point
of view. In addition o the deseription of the ratwal vegetation the most importact substitute
comsiunibies, tand use, ccological value of biotopes are churacterized. A new symtuxoncinieal
divigion g proposced for vak-hornbram, tharmophilonr oale forests ete. Unfortninately reievant
syrcoptictables ur references which could confirmi the new concept and make new publirhed sy)tbuxa
vaitd are lacking. Tho explanatury text represents not only a well-urranged survey of naturul
vegalation but algo its current syntaxonomical status. Drief sammaeries in Russivn and Gerrean
cioso the commentary.

Twelve sncets of vegetalion maps on the scale 1: 200 000 represant the most important part
of the reviewcd work. Bach sheet iz complete with o legend (in Slovak, Englick and T.atin) to the
mapping uaits and margiual maps of genaralized hypsography (protected aress arc also outlingd
on this map), elitaatic situation (tvpos according to temporature wod procipitetion), a chsst of
pedology evd geoiogy. The most imporiant descriptiony urc also presented in lnglish, The oS
of mediun seale atford on the oue hand o very objective survey of such bLasic pheuomenn as
zonality, albitwdinal belts, wzonal communities ¢te., on the other hand they make it possibic to
follow detuils in nutnral vegetution pattern {even important units ocenrring in the area of 10 ha
are dislingzrished). Tho high quality of print and proper choice of colours must be prascd.

Neverthelers, it 13 nnt possible to compile such a demanding work withoeot omnissions which
a specialist can find. In comparisen with current vegetation maps the new map of Slovakia
stands very high. This work, which belongs to the most impostapt results of Enropean vegetation
cartography, reprosents very veell the higiz standoerd of Slovak vegetation scienice and enltere.
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