
"Obituary 

Peter  Wintgen 

(Nov 2, 1945 - July 17, 1981) 

In the summer of 1981 we r e c e i v e d  word of the sudden death of 

our f r i e n d  and co l l eague  Peter  Wintgen. 

From 196~ to 1970 Peter  Wintgen s tud ied for  a degree  in mathe-  

mat ics at the Humboldt Un ive rs i t y  of Be r l i n .  He went on to obta in 

his f i r s t  d o c t o r a t e  ( D r . r e r . n a t . )  in 1971 on i n teg ra l  fo rmulas  in 

d i f f e ren t i a l  geomet ry  and in 1977 was awarded  his second d o c t o r -  

ate ( D r . s c . n a t . )  a f te r  comple t ing  the thes is  "On the to ta l  c u r v a -  

ture  of kno t ted  s p h e r e s " .  He con t inued  his academic work at the 

Humboldt Un ive rs i t y  unti l  1979, when he moved to the Academy of 

Sc iences  of the GDR. 

Even as a s tuden t  he showed a remarkab le  ap t i t ude  fo r  geomet r i -  

cal p rob lems and this enab led  him to pro~oe deeply  in to compl i -  

ca ted  geomet r i ca l  s t r u c t u r e s  and c o n f i g u r a t i o n s  and to p roduce  

resu l t s  of fundamenta l  s i g n i f i c a n c e .  His r e s e a r c h ,  which he de-  

vo ted  e x c l u s i v e l y  to d i f f e ren t i a l  geome t r y ,  was c h a r a c t e r i s e d  by 

an i n tu i t i ve  ins igh t  into geomet r i cs  r a t h e r  than by a formal or 

techn ica l  a p p r o a c h ,  and the paper  pub l i shed  in this journa l  is a 

f ine example of t h i s .  

His unt imely death meant the loss of an e x t r a o r d i n a r y  geomet r i c i an ,  

an ever  helpfu l  and f r i end l y  co l l eague  and an amiable fe l low who 

we shal l  neve r  f o r g e t .  

H.G. Bothe Th.  F r i ed r i ch  R. Sulanke 
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