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As repor ted  previous ly ,  f rom an ex t rac t  of Semperv ivum ruthenicum purif ied with ch loroform we 
have  isola ted a s e r i e s  of flavonoid compounds [1]. 

On invest igat ing the ch lo ro form solutions obtained in the purif icat ion of the extract ,  c h r o m a t o g r a m s  
in the pe t ro leum e t h e r - f o r m a m i d e  s y s t e m  a f te r  t r e a t m e n t  with methanol ic  alkali  showed in UV light a 
b lu i sh -g reen  spot with Rf  0.16. After  the comple te  el imination of the solvent,  the res idue had the odor 
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  for  a coumar in .  

When the ch lo ro fo rm solution was pur i f ied on a lumina with subsequent  separa t ion  on the s a m e  solvent,  
the subs tance  was eluted f i r s t  with pe t ro leum e ther  and then with pe t ro leum e ther  containing 20% of benzene.  
The la t t e r  eluate yielded a substance  C9H60 2 with mp 65-67°C possess ing  the odor  of a coumar in .  It  readi ly  
subl imed in a res idua l  vacuum of 60 m m  Hg at 40°C, and was soluble in benzene,  ch loroform,  ethanol, and 
pe t ro leum ether .  It was not c leaved  by hydriodic acid in liquid phenol and acet ic  anhydride [2]. 

No ba thochromic  shift was found in an alkaline medium,  which shows the absence  of OH groups f rom 
the m a t e r i a l  under  study [3]. 

F r o m  its phys icochemica l  p rope r t i e s ,  IR and UV spec t ra ,  and Rf  values in var ious  sys t ems ,  and by 
a mixed  mel t ing  point, the substance  was identified as coumar in .  This  compound has been found in the 
Sedum species ,  purple  s tonecrops ,  goldmoss  s tonecrop,  g rea t  sedum, and S. elegans (S. rupes t re ) .  This  
is the f i r s t  t i m e  that coumar ins  have been found in the fami ly  Cra s su l aceae .  
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