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We have invest igated the hypogeal organs  (roots and rh izomes)  of P r imu la  m a c r o c a l y x  Bunge, col-  
lected in 1970 in the f lowering phase in the region of the se t t lement  of Guamki, Krasnoda r  t e r r i t o ry .  

On standing, a methanol ic  ex t rac t  deposi ted a prec ip i ta te  which was f i l te red  off, washed with methanol 
and r ec rys t a l l i zed  f r o m  boiling methanol.  White c r y s t a l s  deposi ted with a faint beige tinge having the com-  
posi t ion C7H1607 (e lementary  analysis)  with mp 150-152°C, which was the heptahydric  alcohol d-volemi to l  [1: 

The methanolic  mo the r  solution was prec ip i ta ted  with acetone,  the p rec ip i ta te  was f i l te red  off and dis- 
solved in water ,  and the aqueous solution was ex t rac ted  with butanol. The butanolic ex t rac t s  were  combined 
and evapora ted  until a p rec ip i ta te  deposited.  This was centr i fuged off, washed with acetone, and dried.  Ther 
it was dissolved in methanol  and boiled with a smal l  amount of act ivated ca rbon  of type B. The carbon was 
f i l te red  off, and the methanol  was dist i l led off to d ryness .  This  gave 7.6 g (3.8%) of a white crys ta l l ine  pow- 
der  with mp 235-238°C. 

The Rf  value [ c h l o r o f o r m - m e t h a n o l - w a t e r  (61 : 32 : 7) sys tem;  KSK si l ica  gel], the mel t ing point of 
the sttbstance and of its acetate ,  and its IR spec t rum were  identical  with the same  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of a s a m -  
ple of p r imula  saponin which one of us isolated prev ious ly  f r o m  P r i m u l a  tu rkes tan ica  [2]. A mixture  gave 
no depress ion  of the mel t ing  point.  

The monosacchar ides  obtained on hydrolys is  (3 N HC1, 6 h) were  identified by pape r  chromatography  
[ b u t a n o l - e t h a n o l - w a t e r  (40: 11: 19)] as  galactose ,  glucose, and rhamnose ,  and a uronic  acid. The thin- 
l a y e r  chromatography  on s i l ica  gel G of the wa te r - so lub le  hydrolys is  products  f r o m  the substance c o r r e -  
sponded to that descr ibed  fo r  p r i m u l a  saponin [3]. 
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