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In the invest igat ion of the phytotoxic metabol i t es  of soil m i c r o o r g a n i s m s ,  f rom the cul ture  liquid of 
the m i c r o m y c e t e  Dendrodochium toxicum Pidopl et Bilai (s train BKMF 827) grown under the conditions 
r ecommended  by Bilai  et  al. [1], by adsorpt ion with act ivated carbon (OUnB n, 4 g / l i t e r )  we i so la ted  the 
f rac t ion  (~ 80-120 r a g / l i t e r  of cul ture  fluid) respons ib le  for the toxic action of this fungus on the growth 
and development  of h igher  plants .  

The p r e p a r a t i v e  ch romatograph ic  separa t ion  of this f ract ion on a column of AI20 s (with CHCI 3 as 
eluent) gave an individual compound with decomp. > 330°C (~ 20°/0 of the f ract ion taken). 

The subs tance  i so la ted  had [a]D+193 ° (c 3.5, CHCI3); C 64, 41%, H 6.87%, " EtOH 260 nm (log ~ 4.31); • A max 
Vma x (paraffin oil), cm- l :  3557-3570, 1717, 1636, 1592, 1213, 1196, 1180, 1160, 1128, 1110, 1090, 1057, 
1029, and f r o m  i ts  phys icochemica l  p r o p e r t i e s  and i ts  IR and UV spec t r a  it was identified as  v e r r u c a r i n  A, 
a cytotoxic sesqui te rpenoid  metabol i te  of a number  of s t r a ins  of Myrothec ium v e r r u c a r i a  and M. ror idum 
[21. 
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