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on its almost purely oceanic distribution, suggested that it 
was the larva of an abyssal enteropneust. Damas and Stias- 
ny (1961) had also concluded that the parent ofP. yelagica 
lived at great depth. 

This giant larva is here reported from the Pacific 
Ocean. Because the Pacific Ocean specimens have not 
been compared with type material by the authors, and 
because the taxon Planctos?haera pelagica is applied to a 
larva and not an adult, we use the term "planctosphaera" 
in this paper as a common name and not as a technical 
taxon. 


