Chapter 13

Following People, Visiting Places,

and Reconstructing Networks. Researching
the Spanish Second Generation in Switzerland

Marina Richter and Michael Nollert

13.1 Introduction

The literature on the second generation suggests that most research focuses on pro-
cesses and phenomena linked and constrained to the country where the second gen-
eration is presently living. Indeed, researchers have hardly looked at the second
generation from a transnational perspective (Levitt and Waters 2002). However, the
few transnational studies showed clearly that the question of roots and routes needs
to be posed in a slightly different way than when analyzing the first generation
(Levitt 2009). The second generation did not initiate a transnational network and a
cross-border community. Rather, they are born into an environment where social
networks extend across national borders and where family life is organized accord-
ing to a yearly cycle of visits and holidays with the family “back home” (Louie
2006; Wessendorf 2010; King et al. 2011). The connection to their parents’ country
of origin is strong enough for some people of the second generation even to migrate
and reside there. In order to distinguish this sort of migration from the remigration
of the first generation, researchers have used the term “roots” migration to underline
that it represents a migration back to (imagined) roots (Wessendorf 2007). Many
studies focus on the intriguing question of belonging, as the second generation is
born in a country and has the option to claim and build a sense of belonging towards
the country of birth as well as towards the country of origin of their parents
(Somerville 2008; Akesson 2011). The sense of belonging can even extend not only
to the country where the parents were born, but, in cases where the parents them-
selves were children of migrants, to the country of origin of the ancestors
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(Gowricharn 2009).! Belonging is a concept that can relate to many things: the
abstract notion of a nation, or a concrete group of people such as a family or the
population of a village, it further, also points towards various levels: the national,
the regional and even the local. Our usage of the concept remains vague because it
was our intention to let the respondents define the quality (abstract or concrete) and
the level of their sense of belonging. In this sense the concept will become clearer
in the various types of transnational networks and belonging discussed later.

Therefore, transnational lives and belonging represent a complex social formation
in terms of social structure as well as in terms of spatial organization: for instance,
families live apart from each other and organize their relationships such as care work
over long distances (Bowlby 2012). The relationships that structure transnational lives
and belonging are complex in themselves as they permanently change. Such changes
reflect the restructuration of social networks all along the life-courses. Indeed, the
life-course perspective suggests to investigate not only single moments in people’s
lives, but to take into account how lives change and how social relations develop in
time along these changes (Elder et al. 2003). In short: Our research does not focus on
networks as a structural context of social action, but on the so-called convoys, those
permanently changing networks which are relevant sources of support for the indi-
viduals, independently of geographical proximity (Kahn and Antonucci 1980a, b).

Networks and personal biographies are thereby not linked in a straightforward
way. They are connected, but we cannot predict a type of network that will result from
a certain type of biography or vice-versa. Rather, the networks develop along and
together with a person’s life-course. The typology we develop later (see Table 13.1)
shows that there are linkages such as important biographical events that can have an
effect on the transnational networks of the second generation. Vice-versa, the loss of
networks is also linked intimately to the way a person’s life-course develops.

Our approach was based on an analytical division into several elements in order
to apprehend the social and spatial dimensions of these transnational lives. By
focusing on people, places, and the networks connecting them, we follow current
discussions in the field of transnational migration studies (Richter 2014).

First, people are at the core of transnationalism from below (Guarnizo and Smith
1998). They build transnational relations, maintain them over time, and are there-

Table 13.1 Types of second-generation transnationalism

Time
Continuity | Disruption | Reconnection
Transnational networks Existing | Type 1 Type 4 Type 3
Missing Type 2
Type 5

' The text, and in particular the description of the four phases of data gathering, is based on an
earlier account of the empirical design of the research (Richter 2012) published in Forum
Qualitative Research.
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fore at the origin of transnational social practice. Second, these people do not float
in a global space, but need to touch ground from time to time (Ley 2004). An analy-
sis of transnationalism as an everyday phenomenon needs, therefore, to take into
account the localities where the social practice that constitutes these relations and
communications across borders, takes place. Locality therefore represents, on the
one hand, the social context in which migrants and other transnational actors are
rooted, and it stands, on the other hand, for the nodes of the networks (Gielis 2009).
Some authors have called such places translocal because they are meaningful owing
to their connection across national borders (Brickell and Datta 2011; Smith 2011).
Third, these localities need to be connected somehow to become translocal. Such
connections have been addressed conceptually through the study of networks
(Featherstone 2007; Featherstone et al. 2007). Fourth, the spatial formation that is
constituted through the networks of people and places and the practices that main-
tain them have been termed transnational social spaces (Pries 2008; Faist 2009).

Transnational studies confront researchers with a social phenomenon that is com-
plex, because it is, on the one hand, spatially disrupted, and on the other hand, highly
connected in social terms. Researchers have developed various approaches to deal
with this complexity. One of the earliest and most cited is the notion of multi-sited
research that was discussed prominently by Marcus (1995). The idea of following
people, things, metaphors, stories, biographies, or conflicts has been used in various
studies in the field of transnational migration (Amelina 2010; Sinatti 2011).
Nevertheless, some scholars criticize that these research strategies are seldom truly
multi-, but rather, double-sited and that it seems impossible to conduct an equally
intensive ethnography in multiple sites (Hage 2005). The problem of conducting par-
allel ethnographies has, for instance, been addressed by Mazzucato (2010: 206) with
her “simultaneous matched samples.” While being resource-intensive, the advantage
of conducting research simultaneously at two sites by two connected groups of
researchers provides accounts of simultaneity that cannot be apprehended otherwise.
Other researchers, such as Tarrius, have stressed the aspect of movement and created
a moving ethnography (Tarrius 2000; Tarrius 2002). This leads also to mobile meth-
ods: “[A] mobile ethnography involves travelling with people and things, participat-
ing in their continual shift through time, place and relations with others” (Watts and
Urry 2008: 867). The “moving territories” Tarrius (2001) evokes, point towards the
tensions that lie at the heart of research on transnationalism: the ambivalence between
fixing people and places (territories) and their constant movement. All these
approaches have in common, that they obtain rich data by a variety of methods.

The research strategy we are presenting here is also a mixed-methods approach
that bridges the spatial disruption and grasps the notions of movement and fixity
that are always competing in these studies. A comparison with items measuring the
characteristics of social networks in quantitative household panel data exemplifies
the reasoning behind our approach. Of course, social capital as a resource and social
network data have also gained importance in recent years in quantitative research.
For instance, the Swiss household panel, includes a variety of items to grasp the
extent of a household’s network and can be used for analysis of social support (see
for instance Bachmann 2014). However, the data are unsuitable for our question for



254 M. Richter and M. Nollert

several reasons: First, the standardized and predefined approach does not allow to
adapt the focus of data collection to our question of networks important for the
relationship to Spain instead of networks of support in general. Second, household
panels are national data records, they are not apt to address questions of transna-
tional relationships, where the place of residence and mobility patterns of the mem-
bers of a network are of importance. Thirdly, household panel data do not allow to
deepen the understanding of these networks by following their members individu-
ally to other countries. Finally, focusing on few networks also enables to hear the
stories about their members and understand how the networks developed.

The method was developed in the context of a larger project® on transnational
social spaces. The project “Bridging Places Across Borders: Constitution,
Maintenance and Meaning of Transnational Social Spaces” examines how people
who constitute and maintain such spaces—including migrants of the first and sec-
ond generation, as well as non-migrants—perceive these spaces and how this emic
perception furthers the theoretical discussion around concepts of transnationalism.
The subproject on the Spanish second generation living in Switzerland, which pro-
vides the illustrative material for the next Sect. 13.2, also addresses the question of
the perception of transnational social spaces and asks about specifics related to the
second generation, such as the inheritance of the networks from their parents. The
notion of inheritance points towards the importance of time and a perspective that
takes into account the life course of the second generation. Such a perspective looks
at the biographical aspect as interlinked with other lives (as in the network approach)
and as situated and contextualized. Selected results further give an impression of
how such a research strategy can be useful.

13.2 The Research Strategy

The research design® includes various methods and combines them at different sites,
resulting in a process of data collection that comprised four phases. The four phases
were inspired by the idea of reconstructing the networks of people and places,
investigating changes over time, and collecting different kinds of data to approach
the question of perception of transnational social spaces. The phases started in
Switzerland, were continued in Spain, and ended again in Switzerland. The first
phase focused on the personal history of transnational relations. The narrative
interviews with 19 second-generation Spaniards suggested a first impression of

>The project “Bridging Places Across Borders: Maintenance and Meaning of Transnational Social
Spaces” was jointly elaborated and conducted by a team of researchers of the Universities of
Fribourg (Michael Nollert and Marina Richter) and of Neuchatel (Janine Dahinden, Yvonne Riaiio
and Marc Tadorian), in Switzerland. It was funded by the Swiss National Science Foundation
(grant # 100015_124983) and additionally supported by the University of Fribourg.

3The research design and the data collection were developed by Marina Richter. Michael Nollert

as the co-author was involved in data analysis and interpretation of the results (see also Richter and
Nollert 2014).
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second-generation transnationalism and allowed the selection of specific cases for
further research. We opted for such a narrowing of the sample because it was an
easy task to find people of the second generation, but it was difficult to select people
according to their transnational lives beforehand, as this is a rather abstract notion
and difficult to explain. Furthermore, the transnational lives, and in particular the
transnational spaces and how they are perceived, lie at the heart of the research and
could therefore not be explained to the interviewees beforehand. The sampling
strived at maximum variety with regard to age, gender, and qualification and stopped
when a theoretical saturation was achieved (Glaser and Strauss 1967).

Between the first and the second phase of interviews, we selected five cases
according to a typology we will explain further. These cases represent the types of
second-generation transnationalism we had encountered in the data. The second
phase gathered more systematic data about the networks connecting people and
sites. The interviews provided, further, the possibility of obtaining the permission to
visit family and friends in Spain. The second phase consisted of two visual types of
data: ego-centric network maps and geographical maps. The ego-centric network
maps (Kahn and Antonucci 1980a, b) were filled out by the respondents themselves
and helped to systematize the people of importance for the interviewee’s relation to
Spain (see, Bernardi 2011, for another example of mixed-methods—semi-structured
interviews, network chart, and network grid—in ego-centric network research). The
geographical references of the people drawn on the network map (place of residence
or places for family reunions, important holidays etc.) were then drawn on the geo-
graphical map (for an account of maps in social research, see Rohl and Herbrik
2008). The marked places on the map helped the interviewees to remember other
relationships to Spain.

The third phase provided material about people and places that had been central
in the interviewees’ accounts. Therefore, the phase took place in Spain. Here as
well, various methods were used: First, people indicated by the interviewees were
contacted and interviewed about how they experienced the relationship over dis-
tance and which were for them important places that linked them to the person
interviewed in Switzerland. Second, the various places mentioned were then visited
and photographed as documentation for the researcher and, further, as material to
evoke in a later phase the spatial points of reference of the interviewees’ networks.
Third, the field trip to Spain replicated to a certain extent the trips the second gen-
eration undertakes when they visit family and friends in Spain. Therefore, field
notes completed the data collection containing observations about people and
places, but also about the fact of leaving a country, moving to another, changing
language and habits, etc.

In the fourth and last phase in Switzerland, the interviewees were contacted
again for a final interview. By then, the interviewees had already been contacted two
times for interviews, and we had had the opportunity to talk to their family and
friends. It was about time to “give them something back”. This last meeting ensured,
therefore, reciprocity. Sometimes it meant bringing something material, such as
special food they had asked for; sometimes it meant bringing something symbolic
such as photographs of a bar where they had spent many nights during a bohemian



256 M. Richter and M. Nollert

phase of their lives. Showing the data (field notes and photographs) and giving an
account of the interviews conducted in Spain also ensured reciprocity, while, at the
same time, it also recalled people and places. On this basis they were encouraged to
draw a picture of the formation that bridges the place where they are living and the
various places they feel connected to.

In the next section, a more detailed account of the four phases illustrated with
material gathered shows how the step-wise approach provided data on the various
elements of a transnational space and touched, in the last phase, the spatial question
directly.

13.2.1 Phase 1: Collecting Transnational Biographies

The first phase asked a broad sample of people of the Spanish second generation in
Switzerland about their transnational experiences, in order to select cases for further
data collection. We obtained the contacts through associations, the consulate, politi-
cal parties, personal networks, and a subsequent snowball system. The theoretically
saturated sample (Glaser and Strauss 1967) encompassed a maximum variety of
cases to cover different transnational experiences.

The interviews with 19 individuals of the second generation collected a variety
of transnational biographies. These biographical accounts (Fischer-Rosenthal and
Rosenthal 1997; Volter et al. 2005) emphasized the aspect of time in the develop-
ment of transnational networks and practices. The interviewees were asked to give
an account of their relationship with Spain since their childhood. The terms “rela-
tionship” and “Spain” were not defined further, in order to leave them open to the
interpretation of the interviewees. The interviews were taped and later transcribed
verbatim. The beginning of an interview gives an example of the kind of the gath-
ered accounts*:

Interviewer: “To start with, think back to your childhood and think of an event or a memory

that has to do with Spain or your family.”

Farruco: “My first thought, that just crosses my mind, well, that’s the trip to Spain every

year in the car, because I have three older brothers, so we were the four of us in the car
[with my parents], in the car, on four wheels, 20, no it was even longer, it was maybe
36 hours. We just went from Basel across everything to Galicia. And that is my memory
as a second generation. We did this, yes definitely, once or twice a year.”

Most of the accounts of their early childhood started with memories about their
trips to Spain and the holidays they spent with their family there, playing with their
cousins and experiencing a world different from their daily environment in
Switzerland. The excerpt shows how the interviewee sets the direction of his story:

“The interviews were conducted in the various dialects spoken in the German-speaking part of
Switzerland. Annotations on maps later on are in German. In the course of the data collection and
as the relationship between interviewer and interviewees became closer, some interviews were also
conducted in Spanish. The excerpts provided here are, therefore, all translated from either Swiss-
German dialect or Spanish.
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The family (four boys) jammed in a car driving all the way from Switzerland to
Galicia (approx. 2000 km), at first together with their parents, and later alone. This
is the starting point for a story about a continuous relationship with Spain and,
therefore, also continuous travelling to Spain and back. The family (parents and
brothers) will remain crucial to the various transnational relationships this person
maintains presently. The excerpt also shows how memories are a social construct
and are framed by social meaning (Halbwachs 1925). The often adventurous
childhood-stories of travelling to Spain in summer represent a constant in the narra-
tives of the second generation.

On the basis of these accounts we constructed a typology of second-generation
transnationalism. This typology resulted from a comparison of the interviews focus-
ing on the way the second generation maintains linkages to Spain. Through analyz-
ing the modes of inheritance of transnational networks, the ways of appropriation of
these networks, and further, the variety of forms of maintaining them, the differ-
ences could be grouped into types along the temporal characteristics of the inter-
views (Richter and Nollert 2014; Richter 2014). This resulted in the following five

types:

Type 1—continuity. Through yearly visits to Spain—in the beginning with their
parents, later alone—relationships to people and places in Spain develop into a
stable and vivid network until the second generation calls this network of rela-
tionships their own. Often the interviewees could not give a direct account of this
process, as it happened smoothly without being noticed.

Type 2—detachment/disruption. Often in parallel to the detachment from the par-
ents that happens in the teenaged years, the second-generation youth of this type
experiences also a detachment from the “parents’ family”. Sometimes this
detachment is a smooth process; sometimes it is coupled with an event in the
family, for instance, the death of somebody the youth loved or felt obliged
towards. This leads to a rather immediate disruption with the family, as the obli-
gation to go to Spain and meet the family has lost its rationale.

Type 3—reconnection. This type starts with a detachment, and then later experi-
ences a reconnection with the family in Spain. This can be evoked by an event
such as a birthday or a wedding celebration that brings the family together and
gives the second generation the opportunity to meet family members and estab-
lish new relationships. Another possibility for such a reconnection is when an
interviewee decides to reside for some time, for instance for the purpose of stud-
ies, in Spain and has plenty of time to reconnect to the family under different
circumstances than the ones provided by the yearly holidays.

Type 4—a Spain of one’s own. Most of the second generation Spaniards living in
Switzerland are children of guest workers. When they surpass their parents’ edu-
cational level and obtain university diplomas—in particular when the diplomas
are linked to literature or arts—some discover a world previously unknown to
them. On the basis of their interest for (high) culture such as literature and fine
arts, they build a new relationship with Spain that is not based on the social
networks of their parents, but on a notion of belonging transmitted through their
parents.
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Type 5—being Spanish in Switzerland. For this type, being Spanish is not based
on relationships maintained with people in Spain. The daily life is, rather, spent
in a context of Spanish family, friends, and associations in Switzerland, which
provide a sense of being Spanish without the direct link to the country and people
living there.

The following phases concentrated on representatives of the types with transna-
tional networks (1, 3, and 4). Two contrasting cases were selected for the “continu-
ity” (1) and for the “reconnection” (3) type. For the type representing “a Spain of
one’s own” (4) only one person was selected, as it represents a weak type of trans-
nationalism at the margin of the research question. For some cases, the phases rep-
resent also phases in their life course. For instance, a person who experienced a
reconnection of her/his relationship went before through a phase of disruption, and
somebody whose relationship with family and friends in Spain is characterized by
continuity might at some point experience a disruption.

13.2.2 Phase 2: Identifying Important People and Places

For the second phase the five interviewees selected from the first phase were con-
tacted again to systematize the account they had related. Two instruments were
used: ego-centric network maps and geographic maps. Both were accompanied by
a semi-structured interview to explain the visual data the interviewees were produc-
ing. The interview was taped and later transcribed.

The ego-centric network maps show the individual in the middle as the center of
the network. The three concentric circles are used to annotate people who are clos-
est, less close and rather weakly connected to the individual in the center. As a fur-
ther help, the circles are divided into three sectors or social spheres: family (Familie),
friends and leisure (Freunde/Freizeit), and work (Beruf). The interviewees were
asked to fill in the people (family, friends and colleagues from work) who are impor-
tant for their relationship with Spain, regardless of whether these people live in
Spain or elsewhere (see, Fig. 13.1).

This network map suggests that most of the respondents had, above all, family
relationships connecting them to Spain. The relationships start with their close fam-
ily, such as parents and siblings, and stretch then further to aunts and cousins and
other members of the extended family. But there are also relationships in the areas
of work environment and among friends or leisure activities that link them to Spain.
Whereas friends and working environment are more often located in Switzerland,
the family is usually more concentrated in Spain. In this example, most of the
extended family is concentrated in Spain, including the parents and one of the broth-
ers, whereas the two other brothers each live on another continent. This family
spans over three continents and four countries.

Whereas the network maps sort the members of the networks, the geographic
maps arrange the places. The interviewees marked on the geographical map the
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Interview-Nr: || — () ; Datum: 20 L. (@

Fig. 13.1 One example of an ego-centric network map

places where the people mentioned in the network map were living. Then, looking
at the map helped them to remember other important sites that they had forgotten to
talk about (Fig. 13.2). The black crosses on the geographical map represent the
places marked according to the people drawn in the network map. As the respon-
dents started talking about the places marked with crosses, they also recalled other
sites and regions they had visited during holidays or where they had spent some
time living or studying (grey circles). The map helped the interviewees to talk about
the places linked to the people in the network map. It also helped them to remember
places that were not directly linked to people appearing on the network map but that
had an importance of their own. The geographical map (Fig. 13.2) pointed out that
asking only about the people in the networks meant that we would have missed
important places that connect the second generation through stories and personal
experiences to Spain.
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MEDITERRAMNES
SEA

Fig. 13.2 One example of geographical map

13.2.3 Phase 3: Meeting People and Visiting Places in Spain

The third phase took place in Spain. The five cases selected for further data collec-
tion had contacts in various regions of Spain, but the important people were concen-
trated in the urban area of Barcelona and rural areas of Galicia (in the northwest of
the country). Data collection included mainly two parts, meeting people and visiting
places. Visiting the mentioned places resulted in photographs and field notes. The
photographs played an important role later in the fourth phase when meeting the
interviewees for a last time, and they were also something that we could bring back
for them from the field trip. The photographs represented places that had already
emerged in the accounts of the second generation (Fig. 13.3), or they could also
represent places pointed out by the family members and friends in Spain (Fig. 13.4).
The first photograph shows a narrow street in the old part of the city center of
Barcelona, where one of the respondents lived when she was attending a course at
the University of Barcelona. The second picture shows a beach on the coast of
Galicia. This beach had not been mentioned by the interviewee himself, but had
been pointed out later by his cousin after the interview we conducted with her. The
family holds gatherings there when everybody meets during the long summer holi-
days in the village. The two photographs show the variety of places that were named
as important points of reference for the relationship the respondents had with Spain
and with their family and friends there: urban and rural sites highly frequented or
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Fig. 13.3 Carrer Sant Pere
Mitja (Barcelona)

deserted as both examples. They represent a place that links to personal memory or
a “museum of memory” (Richter 2011: 225): places that represent emotional
moments in a person’s life and as places they make these memories a living experi-
ence, one can walk them and remember.

The sites shown in the pictures and the people met were sometimes directly
linked, such as in the second case. Sometimes, the pictures and the interviews
enhanced each other, when places represented elements of a shared memory. These
places have become meaningful for a social group, such as the family in this con-
text, and can therefore become part of a collective or shared memory (Halbwachs
1925). In the example of the street in the old part of Barcelona, it became a topic of
the interview we conducted with the aunts of the respondent who had been living in
this street. The aunts were asked what places made them think of their niece or what
places are connected in their memory with their niece. The following excerpt shows
how they debated the places that are important and in the end recalled the same
place the niece back in Switzerland had been talking about: the Carrer Sant Pere
Mitja.
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Fig. 13.4 Beach on the coast of Galicia

Interviewer: “We have been talking about sites in Switzerland where you visited. Are there
any sites in Barcelona that have to do with Teresa [their niece in Switzerland]?”

Aunt 1: “Well, what I thought was funny, when she came the second time with her partner,
they went to live in the old part of the city, where I had given my first classes. And, well,
I like the old part very much. Now, when I pass by there, that makes me think of her. But
that is rather recent.”

Aunt 2: “You used to take her to the zoo.”

Aunt 1: “Well, but that was when she was very young. But when she spent a whole year
here, then we used to go to the Palau de la Musica [concert hall]. But yes, it is mainly
this little, tiny flat they had in the old part of the city that makes me remember her when
I pass by there.”

13.2.4 Phase 4: Drawing Transnational Social Spaces

Back in Switzerland, the fourth phase consisted of a last interview with the five
respondents. As this was already the third interview, the setting was much less for-
mal, and it started with us telling them about the experiences in Spain, whom we
had talked to and where we had been. Thereby, we could inverse the relationship of
the interviewer who asks questions and the respondent who answers by telling our
experience. The five people selected for the in-depth analysis of their networks co-
operated until the end. When selecting the cases we had also taken into account their
willingness to cooperate further and we were always clear about the empirical steps
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2
of

Fig. 13.5 Drawing spaces:
the time warp

we had planned. Taking the role of the narrator also provided the opportunity to
show the material and let them comment on the photographs and the stories we had
collected to complete the picture further. Recalling places, people, and memories
provided a basis for asking about their perceptions of transnational spaces.

The photographs helped the interviewees to remember stories and memories they
had not told us before. For instance, the beach of Galicia (shown in Fig. 13.4)
reminded the interviewee of the fact that he used to go there with his uncle and his
cousin to search for crabs. Later, the aunt would cook them for dinner. As this story
shows, the pictures and the accounts of the field trip in Spain helped to recall this
imagined space that in migration research is called the transnational social space.
Asking the interviewees how they perceived this space spared using the word or
explaining the notion. Therefore, we drew a first sketch of Switzerland and Spain
while talking about people here and there, about places visited, and about connec-
tions heard about. The drawing showed in a very simple way what we usually imag-
ine when we talk about transnational social spaces: countries and places within, all
connected through social networks. By drawing, we invited them to take a pen and
draw their impression of how these connections and social formations could be
conceptualized.

The drawing (Fig. 13.5) shows the formation created by the transnational net-
works that link a family on various continents. In contrast to the geographical map-
ping we had sketched, the person who made this drawing completely changed the
order of things. He placed the family in the core circle. Through their linkages, their
practices such as calling, communicating through Skype, sending emails, visiting
each other, or sending goods across the whole world to each other, they constituted
an entity that holds together what is otherwise spatially disrupted. Because of mod-
ern communication and transportation technologies—they are symbolized by the
time warp signs that connect instantly continents and countries as in a science fic-
tion film—the distances become irrelevant. Through Skype, they have contacted
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each other in their respective homes before they went there physically. All family
members also have enough economic capital to afford flights and visits in person.
Further, they pool among the family members various skills and contacts that enable
them to organize sophisticated projects, such as finding a tabletop football in Spain
and sending it to Australia as a present from one of the family members in
Switzerland to a friend in Australia (Richter 2010).

13.3 Major Results

In the course of the subproject on the second generation four major findings
emerged. First, we were able to derive a typology of second-generation transnation-
alism that takes into account how the second generation develops transnational rela-
tionships over time. These types are based on how the second generation keeps,
maintains, breaks and reconnects the transnational social capital they inherited from
their parents. This notion of inheritance constitutes an important difference com-
pared to first-generation transnationalism. In contrast to the first-generation resi-
dents who maintain ties transnationally that they had created before in the context
of daily face-to-face contact in Spain, the second-generation inherits not only the
ties—which applies to every child inheriting the familial ties from his or her par-
ents—but has to appropriate and maintain them over distance without the initial
close rapport (Richter 2014). The distance between Spain and Switzerland does not
impede or hinder the appropriation and maintenance of the transnational ties, but it
highlights that the inheritance of social networks creates a potentiality of social
capital that requires an investment to be activated. Furthermore, an interest in the
family in Spain mostly turns into an interest in places and in other relationships such
as friends and, more rarely, work relationships.

Secondly, we reworked the typology on second-generation transnationalism and
differentiated between transnational networks and transcultural belonging. This
allowed us to differentiate what Levitt and Glick Schiller (2004) had termed trans-
nationalism as ways of being and ways of belonging. The analysis of the interplays
between networks and forms of belonging across borders suggested that transna-
tional networks and transcultural belonging do not simply go hand in hand (Richter
and Nollert 2014). The typology presented earlier was therefore adapted and dif-
ferentiated to comprise the following types: (1) continuity of transnational networks
and transcultural belonging—networks, as well as feelings of belonging, were con-
tinuously maintained since childhood; (2) reconnection of transnational networks
and revitalization of transcultural belonging—this type revitalized the transcultural
feeling of belonging after also reconnecting the transnational networks; (3) belong-
ing without transnational ties—for this type (in the earlier typology represented by
the “Spain of one’s own”) the feeling of belonging is not linked to transnational
networks, in particular not to the networks inherited from the parents. Whereas
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transcultural belonging is rooted in the familial origin, eventual networks are con-
stituted later and outside the family; (4) belonging beyond transnational ties—the
type called in the earlier typology “being Spanish in Switzerland”—represents an
interesting case of expressing a feeling of belonging to the Spanish community
specifically in Switzerland but not to Spain or to family and friends in Spain; and (5)
rupture of networks and detachment from belonging—the last type, then, breaks
with the networks as well as with the feelings of belonging. These interviewees
clearly stated that they defined themselves as Swiss and not as belonging to both
countries at once.

The typology shows that with respect to transnationalism, the ways of being and
of belonging are linked, but not in a simple way. For the second generation it is
again the inheritance of their parents’ networks and the way they are able to appro-
priate and later maintain the social ties that are crucial for their ways of belonging
transculturally. The connection between both forms of transnationalism cannot be
expressed in a direct correlation; there are cases where the transnational links are
missing, but a transcultural belonging (based not on family links, but related, for
instance, to culture in the sense of arts) is still expressed. Other cases connect both
or are missing both. We could not find any case of existing transnational links with-
out transcultural belonging. We think this is because of the case we examined: the
second generation bases its networks and feelings of belonging, at least at the begin-
ning, on the sense of origin inherited from their parents. Other transnational actors
that build their social capital on a shared interest and not on a belief of descent and
national/local belonging, such as business people or lifestyle groups, might main-
tain networks without a sense of belonging.

Third, we relied on the accounts, but also, in particular, on the drawings done by
the interviewees to apprehend their notion of the spatial and social formation that
spans their places of living and working and their family’ and friends’ places in
Spain. A first point to note is that the spatial accounts evoked very concrete places
in Spain, such as the street where the grandparents live, or the little stream where
they used to play with other kids from the village when they were younger. Although
we started the interviews by asking them about their relationship with Spain, it
became clear that the places they always talked about were connected to stories in
their biography. This might in itself not be a surprise, but it is an important point to
consider when planning the data collection and when designing the instruments.
Talking about Spain usually evoked a very abstract account whereas the concrete
places were tied to emotional moments and memories along their biographies.

Finally, the research also underlines the importance of researching a social phe-
nomenon that is based on movement by “moving methods” (Tarrius 2001; Watts and
Urry 2008). Even though the research question did not focus on movement, travel-
ling between Switzerland and Spain plays an important part in maintaining the
transnational ties. Therefore, movement lies in an implicit way at the very heart of
the study, though it remains restricted to a few times per year and to roughly the
same trajectories every time. The notion of the moving researcher seemed particu-



266 M. Richter and M. Nollert

larly important in our study. The travelling of the researcher that was part of phase
3 not only represented a method of gathering data, but also served as a common
experience between the interviewees and the researcher. This common experience
was the basis for the last phase to evoke notions of places, people, and the move-
ment from one place to another as a way of connecting the nodes of these transna-
tional networks.
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