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In a manuscript entitled Analogia inter operationes Chemicas & naturalles, dated 1 May 1657, Henry Power wrote:


                Whosoever hath seene the admirable and almost incredible effects of chimistry, wrought by their severall progressive operations of Maceration, fermentation . . . circulation, Rectification, cohobation, and the like will easily conclude that all the operations of Nature within us, are most emphatically expressed, and indeed are . . . practiced by the chymists . . ., & therefore the great and mysterious works of Concoction, chylification, Sanguification, assimilation, & cet. are most powerfully demonstrated by chymicall Analogy. For Nature the Protochymist acts in this Internall Laboratory of Man (the Body) as the Hermeticall Practitioners doe externally in their Furnaces ...‘2
                

              


            Keywords
	Seventeenth Century
	Internal Laboratory
	Natural Body
	British Library
	Animal Spirit

These keywords were added by machine and not by the authors. This process is experimental and the keywords may be updated as the learning algorithm improves.


Paper read at the Colloquium on Alchemy and Chemistry in the XVI and XVII Centuries, The Warburg Institute, London, 26-27 July 1989.I am grateful to P. Weiler and Professor P.M. Rattansi for their comments on it.
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	Keynes MS. 12A, fol. 1v quoted in B. J. T. Dobbs, “Newton’s Alchemy and His Theory of Matter”, Isis, 73 (1982), p. 515. Dobbs suggests Stoic pneuma as Newton’s source. I am rather inclined to think that sources closer to him, namely the works of Paracelsus and his followers formed the background of Newton’s notion of spirit as expressed in the Keynes MS. 12A. Cf. O. Croll, Basilica Chymica (n. 13), pp. 42, 54.
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                    Google Scholar 
                

	J. E. McGuire, “Transmutation and Immutability: Newton’s Doctrine of Physical Qualities”, Ambix, 14 (1967), pp. 84–86 and by J. J. T. Dobbs, The Foundations of Newton’s Alchemy (n. 49), pp. 204-207.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	
                Correspondence of Isaac Newton, 1, p. 369 (my italics). As betty Dobbs as pointed out, one of the sources of Newton’s notion of mediation was the “Clavis”, which now we know was written in 1651 by Starkey. See B. J. T. Dobbs, The Foundations (n. 49), pp. 207-208; W. Newman, “Newton’s Clavis as Starkey’s Key”, Isis, 78 (1987), pp. 564–74.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	See J. E. McGuire, “Forces, Active Principles and Newton’s invisible Realm”, Ambix, 15 (1968), pp. 154–308, and

                    Google Scholar 
                

	P. M. Heimann, “Nature is a perpetual worker: Newton’s Aether and Eighteenth-Century Natural Philosophy”, Ambix, 20 (1973), p. 7.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	The best study of Stahl’s chemistry is still H. Metzger, Newton, Stahl, Boerhaave et la doctrine chimique (Paris, 1930). On Stahl’s physiology, see L. King, “Stahl and Hoffmann: A Study of Eighteenth Century Animism”, Journal of the History of Medicine and Allied Sciences, 19 (1964), pp. 118–30.

                    Google Scholar 
                


Download references




Authors	Antonio ClericuzioView author publications
You can also search for this author in
                        PubMed Google Scholar







Editor information
Editors and Affiliations
	University College London, UK
Piyo Rattansi 

	Università di Cassino, Italy
Antonio Clericuzio 




Rights and permissions
Reprints and permissions


Copyright information
© 1994 Springer Science+Business Media Dordrecht


About this chapter
Cite this chapter
Clericuzio, A. (1994).  The Internal Laboratory. The Chemical Reinterpretation of Medical Spirits in England (1650–1680).

                     In: Rattansi, P., Clericuzio, A. (eds) Alchemy and Chemistry in the 16th and 17th Centuries. International Archives of the History of Ideas / Archives Internationales D’Histoire des Idées, vol 140. Springer, Dordrecht. https://doi.org/10.1007/978-94-011-0778-5_3
Download citation
	.RIS
	.ENW
	.BIB

	DOI: https://doi.org/10.1007/978-94-011-0778-5_3

	
                            Publisher Name: Springer, Dordrecht

	
                                Print ISBN: 978-94-010-4333-5

	
                                Online ISBN: 978-94-011-0778-5

	eBook Packages: Springer Book Archive


Share this chapter
Anyone you share the following link with will be able to read this content:
Get shareable linkSorry, a shareable link is not currently available for this article.


Copy to clipboard

                                Provided by the Springer Nature SharedIt content-sharing initiative
                            







Publish with us
Policies and ethics



                            
                            
    

                        

                    
                
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    
                                        
                                            Access via your institution
                                            
                                                
                                            
                                        
                                    

                                
                            
                        
                        
                            
                        


                        
                            
                        


                        
                            

                                
                                    
                                        
                                            
 
  
   Buying options

   
    
     	
       
        Chapter
      
	
       
        USD   29.95
       

      
	
       Price excludes VAT (USA)
      


             
      	Available as PDF
	Read on any device
	Instant download
	Own it forever

Buy Chapter
     

    

    
     	
       
        eBook
      
	
       USD   129.00
      
	
       Price excludes VAT (USA)
      


        
      	Available as EPUB and PDF
	Read on any device
	Instant download
	Own it forever

Buy eBook
     

    

    
     	
       
        Softcover Book
      
	
       USD   169.99
      
	
       Price excludes VAT (USA)
      


        
      	Compact, lightweight edition
	Dispatched in 3 to 5 business days
	Free shipping worldwide - see info

Buy Softcover Book
     

    

    
     	
       
        Hardcover Book
      
	
       USD   169.99
      
	
       Price excludes VAT (USA)
      


        
      	Durable hardcover edition
	Dispatched in 3 to 5 business days
	Free shipping worldwide - see info

Buy Hardcover Book
     

    

   

  

  
   Tax calculation will be finalised at checkout

   Purchases are for personal use only
Learn about institutional subscriptions
  

 

 
 


                                        

                                    
                                

                                

                                

                                

                            

                        

                    
                

            
    

        
    


    
        
            Search

            
                
                    
                        Search by keyword or author
                        
                            
                            
                                
                                    
                                
                                Search
                            
                        

                    

                
            

        

    



    
        Navigation

        	
                    
                        Find a journal
                    
                
	
                    
                        Publish with us
                    
                
	
                    
                        Track your research
                    
                


    


    
	
		
			
			
	
		
			
			
				Discover content

					Journals A-Z
	Books A-Z


			

			
			
				Publish with us

					Publish your research
	Open access publishing


			

			
			
				Products and services

					Our products
	Librarians
	Societies
	Partners and advertisers


			

			
			
				Our imprints

					Springer
	Nature Portfolio
	BMC
	Palgrave Macmillan
	Apress


			

			
		

	



		
		
		
	
		
				
						
						
							Your privacy choices/Manage cookies
						
					
	
						
							Your US state privacy rights
						
						
					
	
						
							Accessibility statement
						
						
					
	
						
							Terms and conditions
						
						
					
	
						
							Privacy policy
						
						
					
	
						
							Help and support
						
						
					


		
	
	
		
			
				
					
					50.19.178.132
				

				Not affiliated

			

		
	
	
		
			
		
	
	© 2024 Springer Nature




	





    

    
    
    


