
Chapter 4 

Rule of Three 

4.1 Nature of rule of three 

The typical problem involving the rule of three is the following: When 5 
measures of paddy is known to yield 2 measures of riee (and when it is 
presumed that the same relation will persist always (vyapti)) how many 
measures of riee will be obtained from 12 measures of paddy? 

Here prama'T}a = 5, prama'T}a-phala = 2, ieeha = 12 and we have to find the 
ieeha-phala. 

If for 5 measures of paddy 2 measures of riee are obtained, then for 1 measure 

of paddy ~ measures of riee (pra;.~~a;~~ala) will be obtained. Therefore 

for 12 measures of paddy 12 x ~ = ~4 measures of riee will be obtained. 

. h - h l ieeha x prama'T}a-phala 
tee a-p a a = _ 

prama'T}a 
(4.1) 

This is the rule of three. 

It is said that most of mathematieal eomputations are pervaded by trairasika

nyäya, the rule of three, and bhuja-koti-kar'T}a-nyaya, the relation between 
the base, height and the diagonal of a reet angle (Pythagoras Theorem). 
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