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21Diagnostic Pathway for Chronic 
Retention

Patient usually presents to OPD
Completely pain free, with a

palpable bladder and LUTS   

Take a focused history including
IPSS score, presence of UTIS,

Haematuria
Prior Surgery

Assess fitness for surgery 

Ask the patient to fill their
bladder and conduct flow rates-
usually unable to void to empty
their bladder, with poor voided
volumes and poor flow rates

Note PVR
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