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Definition

Proximate cause is used in tort law to link negli-
gence to liability for an injury caused by an acci-
dent. The accident and injury must be shown to be
the natural and probable result or consequence of
the act(s) of negligence alleged by the attorneys to
have been committed. The attorney for the plain-
tiff must prove that any negligence (nomatter how
small) of which the defendant is accused proxi-
mately caused the accident and his or her injuries.
A defense attorney must at the same time prove
that any contributory negligence of the plaintiff
proximately caused the accident and any injuries
of which the plaintiff complains and they were not
primarily caused by the defendant. The traditional
method of determining whether one event (e.g.,
car accident) is the proximate cause of another
(traumatic brain injury) is to ask whether one
could “reasonably foresee” that the former
would lead to the latter. The concept has also
been defined as “the conduct or thing, which, in
the ordinary unbroken sequence of events, with-
out a new factor intervening, produces injury, and
but for which that injury would not have

occurred.” There may be more than one proximate
cause of an accident. Multiple acts of negligence
by different people may occur to cause the same
accident, yet each may be deemed to be a proxi-
mate cause of the accident. Sometimes, there is an
intervening cause (e.g., failure to comply with
treatment recommendations in a personal injury
case) that comes after the original negligence of
the defendant and the injured plaintiff, which will
then reduce the amount of the defendant’s liabil-
ity. If it is determined that this intervening cause
(e.g., a second unrelated accident) is the substan-
tial reason for the injury, then the defendant will
not be liable at all.
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