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Archaeology comes from the Greek term
arkhaiologia meaning “the study of ancient
things™ and is defined as the study of past peoples
and culture. Archaeologists develop interpreta-
tions about the past through the recovery and
analysis of material culture (which may include
graves, monuments, buildings, inscriptions, tools,
pottery, etc.) and associated evidence (such as
pollen, charcoal, residues, skeletal remains, etc.).
In order to provide interpretations about the past,
archaeologists must accurately recover and record
all aspects of a site.

Archaeologists may study the recent (histori-
cal) or distant past and are interested in a diverse
range of subjects including how humans orga-
nized their social groupings and interacted with
and/or exploited the environment, living condi-
tions, diet, health status, trade patterns, and burial
choices to name a few. For this reason, archaeol-
ogists may have specific areas of expertise which
could include the analysis of specific material

© Springer International Publishing AG 2018
C. Smith (ed.), Encyclopedia of Global Archaeology,
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-51726-1 131-2

culture (e.g., pottery), environmental samples,
human and or nonhuman skeletal remains, dating
techniques, and so on.
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