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Brief Definition of the Topic

Human skeletal biology emphasizes the dynamic
nature and complexity of the human skeleton.
Research in human skeletal biology frequently
focuses on human remains recovered from archae-
ological contexts. Topics of research generally
relate to health, the relationships among ancestral
populations as revealed in biological distance
studies, and functional morphology through
related evaluations of behavior and use of the
skeleton. Interpretations within the field recognize
the mechanisms of growth and development,
bone remodeling, sexual dimorphism, adult age
changes, and population variation. More specifi-
cally, research foci can include skeletal evidence
for disease, chemical analyses relating to diet,
the growth and maintenance of bones and teeth,
demographic reconstruction, trauma, cultural

effects, biomechanical adaptation, and postmor-
tem alterations. The term human skeletal biology
is frequently used synonymously with the terms
human osteology and bioarchaeology.
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