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       Air Trapping 

     Air trapping  or gas trapping (↑) refers to retention of excess 
gas in the secondary lobules of the lungs on expiratory 
scans (less than normal increase in attenuation of pulmo-
nary parenchyma during expiration acquisition). The pres-
ence of this sign usually suggests small airways disease 

 (bronchiolitis obliterans, chronic obstructive lung disease). 
Air trapping often coexists with other patterns of bronchial 
and bronchiolar pathology (mosaic perfusion, tree-in-bud, 
tram-tracking, and signet ring signs).   
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